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As in successive course the seasons roll, 

So circling pleasures recreate the soul ; 

When genial spring a livins warmth besto\vs, 

And o'er the year nor veroant mantle throws. 

No swelling inundation hides the ground ; 

But chrystal currciics glide within their bounds ; 

The finny hrood their woi:ted haunts forsake, 

¥loat in the sun', and skim alon<» the lake ; 

With frequent leap they range the shalloAv streams,. 

Tlior silver coats re/lect the dazzling beams. 

Kow let the fisherman his.toils prepags, 

And arm-himseir with ev'ry wat'ry snare : 

His hooks, his lines peruse, with careful eye. 

Increase his tackle, and his rod re-tie. 
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■ ABBEESS TO THE PUBLIC. 

1 HE credit of this treatise is so fully 
established by the approbation the former 
editions have met with, that it would be 
quite superfluous to say any thing more iu 
its favour. In the present edition, which 
has been revised with the greatest atten- 
tion, I have been careful to avoid all new- 
fangled rules, but have endeavoured to 
render those which I have before laid down 
more conspicuous and intelligent. Most 
of the late publications on this pleasing 
and rational recreation may allure by their 
novelty for awhile, but are in general so 
vague and full of error, that, like summer 
insects, pereunt et imputantur, they must 
A 2 perish 
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4 ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 

parish and be thought on no more ! — Hop* 
ing the present edition will be well received 
by all judicious and discriminating An- 
gl&V«, I shall Conclude with observing 

-Si quid novisti rcctius istis 

Candidus iinperti ; si non, his utcre cnccum. 

Or ** Better precepts, if you can impart 
Why do— ni follow tliem with all my heart." 

1 AM, 

THE public's 

MOST OBEDIENT 

HUMBLE SERVANT, 

THOMAS BEST. 

^TotHuham Ual€, 1804. 

* Exrcllent reception for Anglers at Brother Partrick's ia 
tiiat vii'age. 
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ART OF ANGLING. 



PART I. 



CHAP. I. 

A DESCRIPTION OF FISHES, ACCORDING TO NA- 
TUBAL HISTORY, WITH THE BEST METHODS 
OF BJIEEDING^ FEEDING, &|C» 

FISHES in natural history are animals that 
live in the -water, as their proper place of 
abode* Naturalists observe a world of wisdom 
and design in the structure of fishes, and their 
conformation to the element they reside in. 

Their bodies are doathed and guarded in the 
best manner, with scales or shells, suitable to 
their respective circumstances, the dangers they 
are exposed to, and the motion and business they 
are to perform. 

The centre of gravity is placed in the fittest 
part of the body of swimming, and their shape 
most commodious tor making way through the 
water, and most agreeable to geometrical rules. 

They hav^ several parts peculiar to themselves; 
as fins, to balance and keep them upright ; an air 
bladder, or swim, to enable them to rise or sink 
to any height or depth of water, at pleasure; 
gills or branchia, whereby they respire, as land 
A- 5 animals- 



10 ART OF ANGUN© 

animals do by Iqngs; the tail, an instrument of 
progressive motion, which serves to row them 
forward ; eyes peculiarly formed to enable them 
to correspond to all the convergencies and diver- 
gencies of rays, which the variations of the wa- 
tery medium, and the refractions thereof may 
occasion, in which respect they bear a near re- 
semblance to birds. 

Fishes are distinguished into sea, or salt water 
^sh, pisces marini; as the whale, herring, macka- 
rel, &c. river or fresh water fish, pesc€S^Mt?«a/^s: 
as the pike, trout. Sec. and pond or lake fish \ as 
the carp, tench, &c. to which may be added, 
others which abide indiflFerently in fresh water, 
or salt ; as salmon, shad-fish, Sec. 

There are also an amphibious kind, which live 
indifferently on land or water : as the castor, ot- 
teJr, &c. 

Aristotle, and after him Mr. Willoughby, more 
accurately distinguish ^'sAes into cetaceous^ carti- 
liganous, and spinous. 

The cetaceous kind, called also bellua marina, 
have lungs, and breathe like quadrupeds ; they " 
copulate also like them, and conceive and bring 
foith their young alive, which they afterwards 
suckle with their milk. 

The cartiliganous sort are produced from large 
eggs, like birds; which are also excluded the 
womb like those of birds. 

The spinous kind are also oviparous ; but their- 
eggs are smaller, and they have spinas up and 
down their flesh to strengthen it. 

Willpughby think^ it would be yet more pros- 
per to divide JisAes into such as breathe with lungs 
and such as breathe with gills; and then to sub- 
divide those that breathe with gills^ not into 
A 6 carttl- 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FISHES. 11 

cartihgmanous and spinous, but into viviparouM 
and oviparous, ' 

The viviparous kind, that breathe zcith gifh, he 
subdivides into long ; such as the galti and canes, 
or sharks and dog Jisk : and broad ; such as the 
pastinaca, raja, &c. &c. the subdivisons of each 
whereof, he gives in hfs chapter of cartiliganous 
Jishes in general. 

The oviparous kind, thatbreatlie with gills, are 
the most numerous; and these he Subdivides into 
such as are what we usually call Jiat Jish; and 
suth as swim with their backs upright, or at right 
angles to the horizon. 

The plain or Jtat Jish kind^ called usually p/awi 
spinosi, are either quadratic as the romli and pas^ 
seres, or tiiose of the turbot and flounder kind; or 
longiusculiy as the sola, or sole kind . 

Such as swim with their hacks erect, are either 
longand smooth, and without scales, as the eel 
kind, or shorter and less smooth; and these have 
either but one pair of fins at their gills, which 
are called orbes and corigeneres, or else another 
pair of fins also on their bellies; which latter 
kind he subdivides into two kinds: 1. Such as 
have no prickly jins on their backs, but soft and 
flexible ones. 2. Such as have prickly Jins on 
their backs. 

Tho$,e Jishes which have only soft and flexible 
fins on their backs, may be divided into such as 
have three, tzco, or but one single^*// there. 

IS'o fish but the aselli have three Jins on their 
backs. 

Fishes with teo^ws on their backs, are either 
the truttaceous, trout kind; or the gobionites, 
loch, or gudgeon kind. 

Fishes with but one soft back Jin, are of three 

sorts. 
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12 Attt OF ANGLING. 

sorts. The first^kind have one long continued 
fin, from head to tail, as the hipparus of Ron- 
deletius, &c. 

The second have their fin but short, and placed 
just in the middle of their back ; and these are 
either marine, as the herring kind ; or Jiuviat He, 
as those we call leather-/wo?/^AeJ Jishes ; such as 
carp, tench, &c. , 

Fishes v^^ith prick/y Jim on their backs, are 
of two kinds. Such as hawe two prick lyjins on 
their backs ; and in these the interior radii of 
their fins are always prickly. 2. Such as have 
hut. one prickly Jin thefre. 

The English fishes that we have in our ponds, 
rivers, &c. are as follow : 1. Cyprinus, the Cai'p. 
2. Tinea, the Tench. 3. Cyprinus latus, the 
Bream or Bruma, 4. Orfus germanorum, the 
Rudd, Oervc, or Nersling. 5. Capito, sen Ce- 
phahis the Chubb, or Chevin. 6. Barbus, the 
Barbel. 7. Leucissus, the Dace, or Dare. 8. Ru- 
tilus seu Rubellio, the Roach. 9. Alburnus, the 
, Bleak, or Bley. 10. Gobius Jiuviatilis, the Gud- 
geon. :1 1. Cobitesjluviati/is barbatula, the Loche, 
or Loach. 12. Variiis, seu phoxinus Iczvis, the 
Pink, or Minnow. 

These twelve are called Malacostonii, or lea- 
ther-mouthed fishes ; because they have no teeth 
in theii jaws, but only deep down in their mouths. 
To proceed. 13. Passer Jfuviatilis,- size amphi-i 
bious, the Flounder. 14. Jnguilla, the jEel. 
15. GobiofiuviatiUs, the Bull-head, or Miller's 
Thumb.' 16. Thymallus, the Gragling, Gray- 
ling, or Umber. 17. Salmo, the Salmon. 18. 
Trutta Jiuvirtilis diium gencrmn, the Trout. I9. 
Albula salmoni similis, the Guinniad. 20. Trutta 
Salmonata, the Salmon Trout. 21. Trvtta La- 

custris, 
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BREEDING FISHES. 15 

cmtrisy the Scurf, or Bull Trout. 22. Umbla 
minor Gesn, the Red Charr, or Welch Torgoch. 
Q3. Carpio lacus Benaci, the Guilt, or Gilt Cnarr. 
24. Lucius, the Pike, or Pickerel. 25. Perca 
Jluviatilisr minor sen aurata, the Ruff. 26. Piscis 
aculeatus vulgaris, sen pungitius Jlberti, the 
Common Prickle Back, Sharpling, orBanstickle. 
27. Piscis Aculeatus minor, the Lesser Prickle 
Back. 28. Percajiuviatilis, the Perch. 

The share of life which some fish possess, is 
worthy the notice 6f every curious angler. — ^The 
eel, being cut in pieces, maintains lire and mo- 
tion for several hours. A carp will move vigo- 
rously some time after the intestines are taken • 
out of its body ; but I shall say more on several 
of these heads in treating of each particular spe- 
cies of fish. 

Fish, considered as a food, make a consider- 
able addition to the furniture of the table ; and 
the breeding, feeding, &c. thereof, is a peculiar 
art, and very necessary, for the sake of economy, 
that every country gentleman should know some- 
thing of the method. To this relate the ponds, 
stews, &c. which shall be described in their pro- 
. per places. 

It may not be here unacceptable to give the 
reader some general rules on the subject. 

RULE I. 

FOR BREEDING FISHES. 

The quality of the pond, water> &c. proper to 
this end, is scarcely determinable by any certain 
symptom or rule: for some very promising ponds 
do not prove serviceable that way. One of the 
best indications of a breeding pond, is when there 
is a good store oi rushes and grazing about it, 

with 
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with gravelly shoals; such as horse-ponds usually 
have ; so that when a water takes thus to breed- 
ing, with a few Milters and Spaccners^ two or 
three of each, a whole country may be stocked 
in a short time. Eels and perches are of a very- 
good use to keep down the stock of fish ; for they 
prey much upon the spawn and fry of bred fish, 
and will probably destroy the superfluity of them. 
As for pikes, tenches, roaches, perches, &c. they 
are observed to breed almost in any watrrs, uvA 
very numerously; but eels never breed in stand- 
ing waters that are without springs, and in such 
are neither found, nor increase by puttinj^ in; 
yet where springs are they are never wanting, 
though not put in. And, what is most strange of 
all, no person ever saw in an eei the least token 
of propagation, either by milt or spazcn; so that, 
whether tney breed at all, and how they are pro- 
duced, are propositions equally mysterious, and 
never yet clearly resolved. 

RULE II. 

FOR FEEDING FISHES. 

Observe the following remarks : — 1. In a Stersr 
thirty or forty carps may be kept from October 
to March, without feeding; and by fishing with 
trammels or fiercs, in March or April, you may- 
take from your great waters to recruit your stews: 
but you must not fail to feed all the summer, 
from March to October again, as constantly as 
cropped chickens are fed ; and it will prove pro- 
fitable. 

2. The constancy and regularity of serving the 
fish, conduces very much to their eating well 
and thriving. 

' 3. Any 
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•FEEDING FISHES. 15 

3. Any sort of grain boiled is good to feed 
with, especially pease and malt coarse ground : 
the grains after brewing, while sweet and fresh, 
are very proper; but one bushel of malt, not 
brewed, will go as far as two of grains : chippings 
of bread, and orts of a table, steeped in tap- 
droppings of strong beer, or ale, are excellent 
food for carp. Of these the quantity of two quarts 
to thirty carps is sufficient; and sp fed morning- 
and evening, is better than once a day only. 

There is a sort of food for fishes, that may be 
called accidental, and is no less improving than 
the best that can be provided ; and this is when 
the pools happen to receive the waste of com- 
mons where sheep have pasture; the water is 
enriched by the soil, and will feed a much greater 
number of carp than it otherwise would do; 
and further, the dung that falls from cattle 
standing in the water in hot weather^ is also a 
very great nourishment to fish. 

The best food to raise pikes to an extraordi- 
nary size or fatness, is eels : and without them is 
not to be done, but in a long time. Setting these 
aside, small perches are the best meat. Breams 
put into a pike pond, breed exceedingly, and are 
fit to maintain pikes ; who will take care they do 
not increase over much. The numerous fry of 
roaches, and other small fish, which come from 
the greater pools into the pike quarters, will like- 
wise be good diet for then?. Pikes in all streams, 
and carp in all hungry springing waters, being 
fed at certain times, will come up, and take their 
meat almost from your hand. 

The best feeding-place is towards the mouth of 
the pond, at the depth of about half a yard; for 
by that means the deep will be -kept clean and 

neat j 
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neat ; the meat thrown into the water, without 
other trouble, will be picked up by the fishes, 
and nothing be lost : yet there are several devices 
for giving theui food, especially pease; as a 
square board let down with the pease upon it. 

Where fishes are fed in large pools or ponds, 
when their numbers are great, malt boiled, or 
fresh grains, is the best foed. Thus carp may be 
fed and raised like capons, and tenches will feed 
as well, but perches are not for a stew in feeding 
time. 

As to the benefits that redound from keeping 
fish, besides furnishing the table, and raising 
money, your land will be improved, so as to be 
really worthy and yield more this way than by 
any other employ whatsoever. For suppose a 
meadow of two poiimh per acre ; four acres in 
pond, will return every year a thousand fed carps, 
from the least size to fourteen or fifteen inches 
long; besides Pikes, Perches, Tenches, and other 
fry : the Citrps are sak able, and will bring six^ 
pence, ninepence, and perhaps one shilling each,, 
amounting in all to ticenty-Jite pounds, which is 
six pounds Jive shillings per acre. 

You should make clioice of such a place for 
your pond, that it niay be refreshed with a little 
rill, or with rain-water running or falling into it; 
by so doing fish are both more i,nclined to breed, 
and are refreshed and fed the better. 

There are many circu instances that conduce 
much to the feeding ot' Pikes, PcwJies, Chubs, 
Carps, Roaches, Daces, and Brcahi^, particuiaily 
conveniency of hr>bor, for tli</se fish that lie 
amongst weeds and boggy places ar<? the fattest, 
thou^li not the sweetest; in these kind of ]>laces 
they are secured from the assaults of their nuuie* 

y V'JXiS. 
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JENEMIES OT FISH. 17 

rous enemies, and'^njoy a more safe and con- 
tented repose ; rest and quietness being as natural 
and helpful to their feeding as to other creatures. 
Some waters are more nourishing than others; 
a thick kind, if it is not foul or muddy, is of a 
better consistency, and the parts better disposed 
and qualified for nutrition than those of a more 
thiri and rarified substance ; no element that is 
pure, and without mixture, is well adapted for 
nourishment, neither can fishes livfe by pure wa- 
ter, respiration, or sucking in those slender par- 
ticles of their beloved element alone, without the 
concurrence and assistance of some grosser and 
terrene qualities, which are intermingled with 
those liquid bodies. 

Having mentioned that ^hes are exposed to 
numerous enemies, I shall conclude this chapter 
by giving the reader a poetical enumeration, of 
them. 

'A thousand foes the finny people chace, 
Nor are they safe from their own kindred race: 
The Pike, fell tyrant of the liquid plain, 
With rav nous waste devours his fellow-train ; 
Yet, howsoeW with raging famine pin*d. 
The Tench he spares, a salutary kind. 
Hence too the Perch, a like voracious brood. 
Forbears to make this genVous race his food ; 
Tho' on the common drove no bound he finds. 
But spreads unmeasured waste o*er all the kinds. 
Nor less the greedy Trout and glutless Eel, 
Incessant woes, and dire destruction deal. 
The lurking Water-rat in caverns preys; 
And in the" weeds the wily Otter slays. , 
The ghastly Newt, in muddy streams annoys ; 
And in swift floods the felly Snake destroys; 
Toads, for the shoaling fry, forsake the lawn ; 
And croaking Frogs devour the tender spawn. 
Neither the 'liabitants of land nor air, 
(Sq sure their doom) the fishy numbers spare ! 

' The 
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The Swan, fair regent of the silver tide, 

Their ranks destroys and spreads their ruin wide? 

The Duck her oflfepring to the river leads. 

And on the destin^ fry insatiaie feeds: 

On fatal wings the pouncing Bittern soars, 

And wafts her prey from the defenceless shores; 

The watchful Halcyons to the reeds repair, 

And from their haunts the scaly captives bear; 

Sharp Hems and Corm'rants too then- tribes oppress^ 

A harrassM race peculiar in distress; 

Nor can the Muse enumerate their foes,. 

Such is theif fate, so various are their woet I 



CHAP. IL 

JVHE BEST MANNER OF MAKING AND CHUSING 
RODS^ LINES. HOOKS^ S^C. 

THE best time to provide stocks is in- the win- 
ter solstice, when the trees have shed their 
leaves, and the sap is in the roots ; for after Ja- 
nuary the sap ascends again into the trunk and 
branches, at which time it is improper to gather 
stocks or tops. As for the stocks, they should be 
lower grown, and the tops the best rush ground 
shoots that can be got ; not knotty, but propor- 
tionable and slender, for if otherwise they will 
never cast nor strike so well, and the line, by rea- 
son of their unpliableness, must be much endan- 
gered ; now when both stock and top are gather- 
ed in one season, and as strait as possible to be 
got, bathe them over a gentle fire, and never use 
them till they are well seasoned, which will be in 
one year and four months, but longer keeping 
them will make them better: and for preserving 
them when made into rods, both from rotting and 
being worm-eaten, rub them over thrice a year 

with 
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with sallad, or linseed oil ; if they are bored pour 
in either of the oils, and let them soak therewith 
for twenty-four hours, then pour it out again, and 
it will preserve them from the least injury. la 
general the length of the rod is to be determined 
by the breadth of the river you angle in ; but a 
long rod is always of more use than one too short, 
provided it is truly made : one of about five yards 
and a half long you will experimentally find to 
be quite sufficient. When you have taken^ your 
stocks and tops from the place that you put them 
in for seasoning (where they must have remained 
sixteen months at least), match them together in 
just proportion ; and let the rod consist of five or 
six pieces ; if you ferrel it, observe that they fit 
with the greatest nicety, and in such a manner as 
when put all together they may not wriggle in 
the least, but be in proportion, and strength, as 
if the whole rod were but one piece. If you bind 
them together, it must be with thread strongly 
waxed, having first cut the pieces with a slope, or 
slant, that they may join each other with the 
greatest exactness, and then spread a thin layer 
of shoemakers' wax over the slants, or a glue, 
which I have set down in the arcana for the an- 
gler's use ; afterwards you must cut about six 
inchjes off* the top of the rod, and in its place whip 
on a smooth, round aiid taper piece of whalebone, 
and at the top of that a strong loop of horsehair ; 
then the whole will be completed, and thus made 
will always ply with a tnie bent to the hand. 
Your fly rods may be made in the same manner; 
but note, must be much more pliant than the 
others, and more taper from stock to top. I^ is 
of service to them to lay by some time before you , 
use them, 

Yquv 
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Your top for the running line must be always 
gentle, that the fish may the more insensibly run 
away with the bait, and not be checked by its 
being too stiff. 

For all fishes that bite tenderly a rod made of 
cane, reed, or bamboo, is the best, only be care- 
ful when you *chuse such a one that it will strike 
well, and that the medium between the ferrel and 
the joint that goes in, is not cut too fine ; for if 
it is, when you strike a good fish, it is ten to one 
you will lose some part of your rod, your line, and 
of course the fish; a misfortune that has often 
happened to me, before I was acquainted with 
the above rule. 

A general rod, is one which serves for trolling, 
dibbing, and the ground; for the former purpose 
small brass rings must be whipped all the way up 
it, at about a foot distance, for the troUine line to 
run through ; it may likewise be bored in the 
stock to hold the tops you are not using; that 
which you use for the troll must be strong, and 
have a ring on the top whipped on with a piece of 
quill, to prevent the line being cut, when the vo- 
racious pike runs oflf with your bait to his hold : 
one of tne others must not be so stiif, which will 
serve for carps, tenches, &c. and the other fine 
and elastic for dace and roach fishin^^ These 
kind of rods, which are called bag^roas, and go 
up in a small compass, are to be had at all the 
Fishing-tackle shops in London ; more particu- 
larly in Crooked Lane, near the Monument j 
Fleet Street; Bell Yard ; also an excellent shop 
facing Southampton Street, Strand. 

jingling Line. To make ibis line, first note, 
that you are to take care that your hair be round 
and clear, and free from galls, scales, or frets ; 

for 
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for a well-choseo, even, clear round hair, of a 
kind of glass-colour, will prove as strong as three 
uneven scabby hairs; then put them in water 
for a quarter of an hour, when made into lengths, 
and you will thereby find which of them shrmk ; 
then twist them over again; some in the twisting 
intermingle silk, which is erroneous : yet a line 
of all silk may do pretty well, though I prefer 
hair in every mode of angling, except trolling, 
and then a silk line is best. Now the best colours 
for lines are sorrel, white, and grey ; the two last 
colours for clear waters, and the first for muddv 
waters, neither is the pale watery green despi- 
cable, which is made thus: put a pint of strong 
alum water, half a pound of soot, a small quan- 
tity of juice of walnut leaves, into a pipkin, boil 
them about half an hour, then take it pflT the fire, 
and when it is cold steep your hair in it : or else 
boil an handful of marygold flowers, with a quart ^ 
of alum water, till a yellow scum arises, then take 
half a pound of green copperas, with as much 
verdigris, and beat them ^together to a fine pow- 
der, and put them and the hair into the alum wa- . 
ter, and let them lie in it ten hours or more, then 
take them out and let them dry. Hair is made 
brown by steeping it in salt and ale. The best way 
of forming the hair into lines, is with a new-in- 
vented engine, to be bought at any of the shops, 
and is to be used thus. To twist links with this en- 
gine, take as many hairs as you intend each shall 
consist of, and dividing them into three parts, tie 
each parcel to a bit of fine twine, about six inches 
long, doubled, and put through the hooks which 
impend from the machine : then take a piece of 
lead of a conical "figure two inches high, and two 
in diameter at the base, with a hook at the apex, 

or 
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or point ; tie your three parcels of hair into on^ 
knot, and to this by the hook hang the weight. 

Lastly, Take a common bottle cork, and into 
the sides, at equal distances, cut tliree grooves^ 
and placing it so as to receive each division of 
hairs, begin to twist. You will then iind the links 
twist with great evenness at the lead : as it grows 
tighter shilt the cork a little upwards, and when 
the whole is sufficiently twisted, take out the cork, 
and tie the links into a knot, and so proceed till 
you have twisted Unks sufficient for your line, ob- 
serving to lessen the number of hairs in each link, 
in such proportion that the line may be taper. 

Never strain your hairs before they are made 
into aline, if you do they will shrink when used. 

Your links thus prepared,tie them together into 
a water knot; then cut off the short ends, about 
a straw's breadth from the knot, and then whip 
some waxed silk about the knots, which is much 
better than inclosing them with wax. 

Never, either at ground or fly angling, fix any 
hooks to a line that consists of more than three or 
four links at the most ; but always make a small 
loop at the top and bottom of your line; the use of 
the one is to ftisten it to your rod, and of the other, 
to affix or remove your armed hooks. The line 
should always be leaded according to the rapidity 
or quietness of the river you angle in; therefore, 
as nearly as you can guess, always lead it in such 
manner as will sink the bait to the bottom^ and 
permit its motion, without any violent jogging on 
the ground. Carry the top oF your rod even with 
your hand, beginning at the head of the stream, 
and letting the bait run downwards, as far as the 
rod and line will permit, the lead dragging and 
polling on the ground. No more of the line must 
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be in the watet than will permit the }ead to touch 
the bottom ; for you are to keep the line as strait 
as possible, yet so as not to raise the lead from the 
bottom. When you have a bite, you may per- 
ceive it by your hand and the point of your rod 
and line : then strike gently and upwards, if you 
cannot tell which way the fish's head lies; but if 
you can, the contrary way from where it does; 
first allowing the fish, by a little slackening the 
line, a small time to pouch the bait. This is 
called angling by hand, and is very killing for 
trout, grayling, &c. 

I shall treat of Float Fishing under the de- 
scription of each fish. 

As for your Fishing Hoxyks, they ought to be 
made of the best tempered steel wire, longish in 
the shank, and somewhat thick in the circum- 
ference, the point even, and strait; let the bend- 
ing be in the sHank. For setting on the hook, or 




for if it be on the outside, the silk will fret and 
cut it asunder. There are several sizes of hooks, 
large ones and small ones, made according to the 
fishes they are designed to take, which, when I 
come to treat of the diflerent fish, the number of 
the hook proper for each will be fully expressed. 

Ford and Kirby's hooks are excellent one's, but 
the best I ever had were from Red-bridge in 
Hampshire, 

Floats, for angling, are of divers kinds: some 
made of Muscovy Duck quilb, which are the best 
for slow waters; but for strong streams, sound 
cork, without flaws or holes, bored through with 
an. hot iron, into which isAput a quill of fit pro- 

^ portion^ 
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portion, is preferable ; pare the cork to a a pyra- 
midal form, grind it smooth with a pumice stone, 
then colour it according to your fancy. Floats, 
whether quill or cork, must be poised with shot, 
when on the line, as to make them cock ; that is, 
stand perpendicular in the water, that the least 
nibble or bite may be apparent. 

When a float is split or bruised, there is no re- 
medy for the mischance, but getting a new one ; 
but you may save the plug, and it will serve for 
another. But if the water gets in at the top of 
your float, a little sealing-wax will prevent it; if 
the plug of your float is loose, pull it out, and 
fasten it with the following cements. 

Take bee's a?tfj: bruised small, cAa/A scraped fine, 
and black rosin powdered, of each an equal quan- 
tity; melt them in a spoon, or any small tin ves- 
sel, and see that they are well mixed; or, take 
brick-dust sifted very fine, and common rosin, pul- 
verised; put one part of brick-dust to two parts of 
rosin, and melt thiem as before directed; dip your 
plug in either of these, and put your float imme- 
diately upon it. When you j6in two floats toge- 
ther, let the plug be a little thicker in the middle 
than at the ends, which ends are to ^o into the 
quills ; dip one end into the cement, and put one 
quill upon it; then do the lik^^by the other, and 
you have a double float : or,*you may make it by 
dipping the ends of bqth quills, when prepared, 
in the cement, arid fixing them together, which, 
when the cement is cold^ will be very strong. . 

To dye quills red, which for still waters are bet- 
ter than any othqf floats, take what quantity you 
please of urine, and put in it as much powder of 
Brazil wood as will make it redden a piece of 
white paper; then take some clean water, into 

which 
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which put an handful of salt, and a litde argoU 
and stir them till dissolved : then boil them well 
in a sausce-pan. When the water is cold, scrape 
your quills, and steep them in it for ten or twelve 
days, then dry them, and rub them with a wool- 
len cloth. 

The mattrials most! necessary for an an- 
gler to have out with him, and which may be 
well carried in his pockets, are, line$ coiled up. 
Spare Unlm, Two worm bags, one for brandlings, 
&C4 and the other for lob-worms. A plummet to 
fix the depth of the water, of a pyramidal form. 
A gentle box. Floats and spare caps. Split shot. 
Shoe-makers wax in a piece of leather. Silk. 
Hooks, some whipped on and some loose. A 
clearing ring, whicn is of use to disengage the 
hook when entangled. A landing net, to land 
large fish with. The disgorger, which when a 
fish has gorged the hook, by putting it down his 
throat, till you touch the liook_, at the same time 
pulling the fine, it will easily come away. 



CHAP. IIL 

THE GENERAL BAITS U8EP IN ANGLING, WHEBE 
FOUND, AND HOW PRESERVED. 

THE reader being furnished with the best 
rules relative to his rods, lines, hooks, &c. 
-I shall give him a list of the baits in general of 
use in angling ; but must desire him to observe^ 
that fish take all sorts of baits, most eagerly and 
freely, when he presents them to them in such 
order and manner, as nature affords them^ or at 
they themselves generally gather th^m. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



26 ART OF ANGLING. 

The Lobzcorm, Dezc-worm, Garden^womiy Twat- 
chell, or Treachet, 

Found in a garden or church-yard, late in a sum- 
mer's evening, with a lanthom ; when the sum- 
mer proves a very dry one, they may be forced 
out of their holes with the liquor produced by 
bruising walnut-tree leaves in water : the best of 
these are those which have a red head, a streak 
down the back, and abroad tail, from^hich they 
derive the name of sqiitrrel-tails. 

This is a principal worm for Salman, C/iub, 
Trout f Barbel, and Eels of the largest size. 

Brandlings, Gilt-tails, and Red-worms, 

Found in old dunghills, rotten earth, cows dung, 
hogs dung ; but the best are those to be met 
with in tanners bark after it is thrown by. 

These, especially the two first, are for Trouts, 
Grayling, Salmon-smelts, Gudgeon, Perch, Tetick, 
and Bream ; the three last take the red-worm, 
well-scoured, exceedingly well. 

Marsh, or Meadow-worm, 

Found in marshy ground, or the ferrile banks of 
rivers ; are a little blueish, require more scouring 
than the brandUng or gilt-tail, and are taken 
from Candlemas until Michaelmas. 

This is a choice worm in March, April, and 
September^ for Trouts, Salmon-smelts, Gudgeon, 
Grayling, Flounder, Bream, and Perch* 

Tag-tail, 

Found in marled lands, or meadows after ^ 
shower of rain, or early in the morning in Marc" 

or 
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OT' April, if the weather is mild and temperate ; 
and is a most excellent bait. 

This is an excellent bait for a Trout, if you an- 
gle with it whilst the water is discoloured by rain. 

How to scour and preserve Worms, 

Get a quantity of moss, the best is that which 
is soft and white, and grows oh heaths, but as this 
is scarce to be had in some parts, in lieu of it any 
kind that is fresh and sweet ; rinse it well from the 
earth that hangs about, and then wring it very 
dry, put your worms, and it, into an earthen pot, 
cover it close that they do not crawl away, and 
set it in a cool place in summer, and and in winter 
in a warm one, which will prevent the frost from 
killing them : change the moss every fourth day 
is summer, and. once a week in winter, or at least 
let the old moss be taken from them, washed, 
squeezed pretty dry, and put it to them again. If 
you want them to be quickly scoured, a little bole^ 
armoniac put to them will accomplish your desire : 
or you may put them in water lor three or four 
hours, and they will soon be scoured, yet be very 
weak, but being put to good moss, they will sj)ee- 
dily recover. When the knot near the middle of 
the brandling begins to swell, he is sick; and for 
jfear they should die, feed them with crumbs of 
bread, and with the yoke of an egg and sweet 
cream coagulated over the fire ; never steep your 
worms in moss to scour them above ten days, in 
which time they will be perfectly fit for use. 

There is another way of cleansing and preserv- 
ing worms] recommended by many anglers, and is 
a very good one for every kind ©f them except 
the lob'Worm : take a piece of very coarse clothj 
B 3 which 
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which has never been shrunk in the FuUing-mitl, 
wash it very clean, and let it dry : then soak it 
in the liquor where a fat piece of fresh beef has 
been boiled, end wring it out, but not so hard as 
to press out all the liquor ; then lay it in a deep 
earthen pan, that has a large bottom, and put 
your worms thereon, that they may crawl in and 
out and so scour themselves : when they have re- 
mained there twenty-four hours, wash out your 
cloth as before, but do not dry it ; then wet it 
again with some of the same liquor, and having 
placed your worms thereon, keep them in a close 
cellar ; repeat this every other day during the heat 
of the summer, and you will not only preserve your 
worms alive for three weeks or a month, but make 
ihem very red, clear, and tough. When you 
take them out for angling, put them into moss 
that has been well washed and not wrung dry ; 
and when you come home at night put them 
again into the pan, by which they will recover 
and gather fresh strength ; take care that there is 
no salt in the beef liquor, for if there is your 
worms will purge themselves to death. 

Mr. Gay in his Rural sports, is particularly 
partial to the Gilt^tail ; as is apparent by thJe 
following lines. 

You must not ev'ry worm promiscuous me, 
Judgment will tell the proper baits to chuse ; 
The worm that draws a long immoderate size 
The trout abhors, and the rank morsel flies ; 
And if too small, the naked fraud's in sight, 
And fear forbids while hunger does invite^ 
Those baits will best reward the fisher's pains. 
Whose polish'd tails a shining yellow stains : 
Cleanse them from filth, to give a tempting gloss. 
Cherish the suU/d reptile race with moss. 

Ami 
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Amid the verdant bed, they twine, they toil. 
And from their bodies wipe their native soil. 

Palmer-jlyy Palmtr^worm, Wool-bed, or 
Cankers, 

Found in herbs, plants and trees, where they are 
bred, if not a perfect caterpillar, yet undoubtedly 
a species thereof ; they gain the name of wool- 
beds from their outward parts being woolly ; 
these and the May-fly are the foundation of J?y 
juncrling. 

These are good baits either for Trout, Chubj 
Xirayling, Roach, or Dace. 

Bobs, 
Pound in sandy and mellow ground, and got by 
following the plough in Autumn, are worms aa 
big as two maggots, have red heads, and their 
bodies full of soft guts : put them in a tub with 
some of the mould that you gather them in, keep 
them in a warm place, and they are an excellent 
bait from the first of November till the middle of 
April : you may boil them the morning you in- 
tend angling, in milk and water for two minutes^ 
which will naake them tough j and put them in a 
box wherie gum ivy has been rubbed. 

These are/choice baits, from the beginning of 
November until after the middle of Aprily for 
Chuby Roach, Dace, Salmori'Smclts, Trout, 
Bream, Tench, and Carp, 

Cow-turd Bob, or Clap-bait, 

Found under a cow-turd from the beginning of 
May to Michaelmas ; it is bigger than a gentle, 
but very like one ; it is best kept in the. same earth 
you find it in. 

B 3 This 
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Tliis is an excellent bait for sl Trout, if you 
angle with it on the top of the water, with a 
bristled book. 

Flag'VDQrm$, or Dock-worms, 

Found among flags, in old pits or ponds, in little 
busks among the strings or fibres of the roots ; 
are small worms, pale, yellow, or white, as a gen- 
tle : these are very good baits. 

These are excellent baits for graylings, tench, 
bream, carp, roach, and dace. 

Back'zcorm, or Ash-grub, 

Found under the bark of an oak, ash, elder, or 
beech, especially when felled, and they have lain 
sometime, or in the hollow of those trees when 
dotted and rotten ; it is tobeused from Michael- 
mas to May or June. It is very full and white, 
bent round from the tail to the head ; and the 
parts resembling a young dor or humble-bee. 

This is an excellent bait for Trow^ and Gray- 
ling ; it is very tender, and curious to be baited 
with. 

Cod-baity Cad-bait, Cadis-worm, or Case-worm, 
are thus differently called, and are of three 

Sorts. 

1st. Found under stones that lie loose and hol- 
low, in small brooks, shallow rivers, or very fine 
gravel, in case or husk, and when fit for use 
they are yellowish, are bigger than a gentle, with 
a blackish head. Another sort is found in pits, 
pond3,ditches, in rushes, water- weeds, straw, &c, 

called 
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called rufF-coats, or straw-worms. The next i* 
a green sort, found in pits, ponds, or ditches, in 
March, coming in before the yellow ones, which 
are not to be fished with till April, and in July 
they go but of season ; the last sort is to be used 
in the month of August. When you take them 
to fish with, carry them in woollen bags, for the 
air kills them. 

These are excellent baits for all kinds of fish, 
particularly a large Chub. 

Gentles, or Maggots, to breed and preserve. 

Take a piece of beast's liver, scotch it with a 
knife, and with a cross stick, hang it in some cor- 
ner, over a pot or barrel, half full of dry, crumbled 
clay, and bran or sand ; as the gentles grow big, 
they will fall into the barrel, and scour them- 
selves, and be always ready for use whenever you 
are inclined to fish ; and these gentles may be 
thus created till after Michaelmas. But if you 
4esire to keep gentles all the year, then getii dead 
cat, or kite, and let it be fly-blown, and when the 
gentles begin to be alive and stir, then bury it 
and them in moist, or soft earth, but as free from 
frost as you can, and these you may dig up at any 
time when you want to use them ; these will last 
to March, and about that time turn into flies. 

Gentles are not t)nly the most universal, but 
also the most alluring bait, and an angler should 
never go out a fishing, without taking some with 
him. Frouts have been taken with them, when 
they have refused all kinds of worms and artifi- 
cial flies : to every kind offish they are an accep- 
table bait, (Pikes and Salmons excepted) but I 
do not doubt they would be so to them, were it 
B 4 possible 
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possible to fix them on a hook, large enough to 
hold the aboTe-mentioned fishes. 



JIow to jfind and preserve CattrpillarSy Oak^ 
tcorms, Cabbage-tiorms, Colnart-uorm, or 
Grub, Crab-tree-wormj or Jack, and Grass- 
hoppers, ' 

Found bv beating the branches of an oak, crab- 
tree, or hawthorn, that grow over a public path 
or highway : or upon cabbages, coleworts, &c. 
Grasshoppers are found in short sun-burnt grass, 
the latter end of June, all July and August. To 
preserve these baits, cut a round bough of fine 
green-barked withjr, about the thickness of half 
one's arm, and taking oflF the bark about a foot in 
length, turn both ends together, into the form of 
an hoop, and fasten them with a needle and thread; 
then stop up the bottom with a bung cork, into 
this put your baits, and tie a eolcwort leaf over it, 
and with a red-hot iron bore the bark full of 
holes, and lay it in the grass every night; in this 
manner your cads may be kept till tney turn to 
flies : to your grasshopper put grass. 

Pastes. 

Are variously compounded, according to the ang- 
ler's fancy but there should always be a little cot- 
ton, wool, fine lint, or flax, to keep the ^arts to- 
gether, that they wash not off the hooks ; the 
following compositions make very good pastes : 

The blood of sheeps' hearts, mixed witn honey 
and flour, and worked to a proper consistence : 
eld cheese grated, a little butter, su^cient to. 

w^ork 
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work it, and coloured with saffron. In winter, fat 
rusty beacon instead of butter. Crumbs of bread, 
worked with honey, and moistened with gum-ivy 
water. The inside of a French roll, or crumbs 
of bread, worked well with clean hands with wa- 
ter alone. What fishes each of these pastes are 
proper for, the reader will find under the descrip- 
tion of each fish, therefore I shall only make the 
following observations «oncerning pastes, which 
may be oi use toyoung anglers, because founded on 
experience ; — Note, that in September, and all 
t'le winter months, when you angle for chubsj 
carps, and breams, with paste, let the bait be as 
large as a hazle-nut: but for roach and dace, 
the bigness of a pea is sufficient : chuse a still 
place, use a quill float, a small hook, and strike at 
the first biting of the fish. 

When you wish to have your pastes of a yeU 
low colour, use a little Turmerick; when of a 
flesh, or salmon-color, Vermilion^ or Red-lead. 

Baits singularly killing to fish with. 

Skeeps' bloody placed on a trencher till it becomei^ 
pretty hard, then cut into small pieces, propor- 
tioned to the size of the hook ; put a little salt to 
it, and it will prevent its growing black. Wheat, 
or malt, boiled soft in milk, and the husk taken 
off, a good bait either in winter or summer. The 
ant-fly, found in June, July, August, and the be- 
ginning of September, in mole-hills or ant-nests, 
where they breed, take some of the earth, and the 
roots of the grass which grow upon it, and put all 
m a glass bottle, then gather some of the largest 
and blackest ant flies, and put them into the bot- 
b5 tiej 
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sle ; these are a deadly bait for roacb^ dace, and 
chub ; you must angle with them under water^ a 
hand's breadth from the bottom. The young 
brood of zcasps, hornets^ and humble-bees, are like- 
wise very good. Also minnows y loaches sharplings, 
and bull-heads. Snails, black and white ; the 
black ones bellies slit to shew the white. Like- 
wise cherries, blackberries, cheese kept a day or 
two in wet rags, which makes it tough, or steeped 
in a little honey. Also salmon-spawn, which 
must be boiled till it is hard enough to stick on the 
hook; and if you wish to^ preserve it, sprinkle 
a little salt over it, and get a glazed earthen 
pot, and put a layer of wool at the bottom of it, 
and then a little salmon spawn upon that ; then 
wool again, and then spawn, and so proceed al- 
ternately till the pot is filled : it is a most destruc- 
tive bait in the winter and spring, especially if 
angled with, where salmon are known to spawn ; 
for ther^ every kind of fish resort in order to de- 
vour it. 



CHAP. IV. 

OF NATtJRAL FLY FISHING WITH A DESCUIPTIOH 
OF FLIES GENERALLY USED, AND A CHOICE 
COLLECTION OF RULES AND HINTS TO BB 
OBSERVED IN THE ART OF ANGLING. 

NATURAL ^fly-fishing, which comes under 
the head^l of Dibbling, Dapeing, and Dab* 
bing, is a method with which the largest fish are 
taken ^ and requires a deal of nicety and circum- 
spection. The general rule in this way of angling 
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is tdfish with aline about half the length of your 
rod ; but if there is wind stirring, with as much 
as it will carry out ; but you need hardly ever fish 
with more than the first length, as dibbling must 
be performed as ne^ar as possible to the bank that 
you stand on ; therefore a long rod and a short 
line is the best, Avhich you will command with 
ease, and be able to shelter yourself from the 
sight of the fishes, behind bushes, stumps of 
trees, &c. The line you dib with should be very 
strong : for when you have struck a good fish, 
you will have a hard bout with him before you 
kill him, for want of a greater length of line : ' 
therefore, whenever I dtb I always use a ringed 
rod, with a winch for my line fixed on it, by 
which means I can always keep my line to any 
length, without the trouble of changing it ; and 
when I have hooked a good fish, can always give 
him as much scope as I think necessary, and kill 
him with great ease and certainty ; this method 
I would by all means advise the angler to use, 
who will be thoroughly convinced of its utility at 
the first trial he makes. Let the top of your rod 
be a stiff one. When you see a fish rise near you, 
guide your fly over him immediately, and he's 
your own, if the fly you use is strong on the wa- 
ter. When you dib for chuby roachy and dace, 
move your fly very slow when you see them make 
at it, or let the stream carry it down towards 
them; if it be in a still, deep, shady hole, 
draw the fly sideways by them, and they will 
always eagerly pursue it. The roach takes flies 
the best a little under water. The best for the 
aneler's use in this method of angling, swe as 
follow: 

B 6 Oak- 
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Oak-fly, Aih'fly, or Woodcock-fly, 

Found on the body of an oak, or ash, with h\% 
head downwards in geneml,and near the bottom 
of the tree ; it is a brownish fly,, and is takeo 
from the beginning of May till the end of August* 

Stone-fly, 

Found under hollow stones, at the side of rivers ; 
is of a brown colour, with yellow streaks on the 
back and belly ; has large wings, and is in seasoi]^ 
from April to July. 

Green-drake, 

Found among stones by river sides, has a ydlow 
body, ribbed with green, is lon^ and slender, 
with wings like a butterfly, his tail turns on his 
back, and is easily taken from May to Midsum- 
mer ; put the point of the hook into the thickest 
part of his body, under one of his wings, run it 
directly through, and out on the other side, thei> 
take another, and put liim on in the same man- 
ner, but with his head the contrary way ; they 
will live so near a quarter of an hour. 

The Green and Grey-drake, are taken both i» 
streams and still waters, at all hours of the 
day, wnile in season ; the Stone-fly chiefly in the 
morning and evening. 

Grey-drake, 

Found in general where the Green-drake is, and 
|a shape and dimensions perfectly the same, but 

.almost 
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almost quite another color, being of a paler and 
more livid yellow ; and green and ribbed with 
black quite down his body ; with black shining 
wings, diaphanous and very tender : it comes in, 
and is taken after the Green-drake, and when 
made "artificially, as directed in part the 2d, for 
the month of May, kills fish very well. The fol- 
lowing curious account of it from Bowlker, can- 
not fail to amuse the reader. 

'^ I happened to walk by the river side, at that 
'^ season of the year, when the May-flu^ (he 
'^ means the grey sort) which are a species of the 
'^ Libella^ come up out of the water, where they 
*^^ lie in theirhusks for a considerable time, at the 
'^ bottom or sides of the river^ near the likeness 
^* of the 'Nymph of the small common Libella, but 
'^ when it is mature, it splits open its case, and 
^' then, with great agility, up springs the new 
*' little animal, with a slender body, four blackish 
'^ veined transparent wings, with four black 
'^ spots on the upper wings, and the under wings 
'^ much smaller than the upper ones, with three 
'^ long hairs in its tail. The husks which are 
'^ left behind, float innumerable on the water. 
'^ It seemed to me a species of Ephemeron ; and I 
'^ imagined it was the same insect described by 
'^ Godart and Swamcrdan, but a few days con- 
, '^ vinced me to the contiary ; for I soon found 
'^ them to be of a longer duration than theirs.-^— 
'* The first business of this creature, after he \a 
'^ disengaged from the water, is flying about to 
'^ find outa proper place to fix on, as trees, bushes^ 
*^ &c. to wait for another surprising chanee, 
*' which is effected in a few days. The first hmt 
'' I received of this wonderful* operation, was 
f ^ seeing the ^xuvia^ hanging oja a hedge : I then 

« collected 
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^ collected a great many, and put them inta 
^^ boxes, and by strictly observing them, I could 
'' tell when they were ready to put off their husks, 
*^ though but so lately put on. I had the plea- 
'' sure to shew my friends one that I held in my 
^' hand all the while it performed thi« great v^rk. 
'^ It is surprising to see how easily the back part 
^' of the fly split open, and produced the new 
'^ birth ; wjfiich I could not perceive partakes of 
'' any thing from its parent, but leaves head, body, 
*' wings, legs, and even its three-haired tail, be- 
" hind on the case. After it has reposed itself a 
** while, it flies with great briskness to seek its 
*' mate. In the new fly a remarkable difference 
'^ is seen in their sexes, which I could not so ea- 
'^ sily perceive in their first state, the male and - 
^' female being then much of a size ; but now the 
^^ male was much the smallest, and the hairs in 
^ his tail much the longest. I was very careful 
*' to see if I could find them engendering, but all 
*^ that I could discover, was, that the males sepa- 
'* rated, and kept under cover of the trees, remote 
'^ from the river ; hither the females resorted, and 
^' mixed with them in their flight, great numbers 
'' together, with a very quick motion of darting 
or striking at one another when they met, with 
great vigor, just as house-flies will do in a 
sunny-room : this they continued to do for 
•• many hours, and this seemed to be their way 
^* of coition ; which must be quick and soon per- 
^' formed, as they are of so short a duration. 
^' When the females were impregnated^ they left 
^' the company of the males^ and sought the river, 
*' and kept constantly playing up and dowii on 
*' the water. It was very plainly seen^ that every 
'' time they darted down, they ejected a cluster of 
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^' eggs, which seemed a pale, blueish speck, like 
'^ a small drop of milk, as they descended on the 
^^ water ; then, by the help of their tail they 
^^ spring up again, and descend again, and thus 
" continue till they haveexhaused their stocjcof 
^^ eggs, and spent their strength, being so weak 
^^ that they can rise no more, but fall a prey to 
'^ the fish ; but by much the greater number pe- 
'^ rish on the waters, which are covered with 
'^ them : this is the end of the females : but the 
^^ males never resort to the rivers, as I could per- 
'' eeive, but after they have done their office, 
'^ drop down, languish and die under the trees and 
^^ bushes. I observed that the females were most 
^^ numerous, which was very necessary, consi- 
'^ dering the many enemies they have, during 
^^ the short time of their appearance, for both 
*^ birds and fish are very fond of them, and no 
'^ doubt under the water they are food for small 
^^ aquatic insects. What is further remark able* in 
^^ this surprising creature is, that in a life of a 
'* few days it eats nothing, seems to have no ap- 
" paratus for that purpose, but brings up with it 
*^ out of the water, sufficient support to enable it 
'^ to shed its skin, and to perform the principal 
'^ end of life with great vivacity. The particular 
^^ time when 1 observed them very numerous and 
^^ sportive, was on the 26th of May, at six o^clock 
'' in the evening. It was a sight very surprising 
*^ and entertaining, to see the rivers teeming with 
*^ innumerable, pretty, nimble, flyings insects^ 
'^ and almost every thing near covered with them*. 
^^ When Hooked up into the air it was full of 
'^ them, as high as 1 could discern, and being so 
'^ thick, and always in motion, they made almost 
*^ such an appearance as when one looks up, and 

*' see* 
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*' sees the snow coming down; and yet this won- 
'^ derful appearatice, m three or four day» after 
*' the last ot May, totally disappeared." 

Hawtkom-^y, 

Found on every hawthorn bush when the leaves- 
come forth. It is used for dibbing, in some rivers 
for trouts. 

Great Moth, 

Found when there is a little breeze in summer 
evenings, in gardens ; has a great head, not un- 
like an owl, whitish wings, and yellowish body. 
The chub takes this exceedingly well. 

Black'Becy or Humble-Bee, 

Found. in clay walls, and is an excellent bait for 
the chub. Some cut off his legs and upper 
wings. 

N. B. The reader will find the peculiar method 
of dibbing for chub, under the description of that 
£sh. 

Rules and Hints to be observed in jingling. 

Ist. Every brother angler should be possessed 
of a great deal of patience and resignation, and 
not be cast down with bad luck, or be elated with 
good ; for the same success cannot always attend 
him. 

2d. Never angle in glaring colors, for they arc 
the easiest to be discerned by the fishes, always 
turn out early in the moroing ; for that is the best 

tittle 
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time of the day > keep your tackle always neat, 
and let your baits be in the highest perfection. 

3d. When you angle, shelter yourself as much 
as possible from the sisht of the fishes, for they are 
timorous and easily frighted; and when you angle 
for trout, you never need make above one or two 
trials for him in the same place, for he will in 
that time either take the bait or let it alone. 

4th. When the nights prove dark, cloudy or 
windy, you will the next day have but little sport 
in respect to catching lar^e fishes, especially 
trouts ; for in those nights they range about and 
devour small fishes ; but if the nights are bright, 
and the moon and stars are out, and the days fol- 
lowing should be overcast, dark, and gloomy, 
you may depend on having good sport ; for fishes 
are then as timorous as in sun-shiny days, and ne- 
ver stir from their holds ; therefore, having ab- 
stained from food all night, they are hungry and 
eager, and being encouraged by the darkness and 
gloominess of the day, to range about^i they then 
bite boldly and eagerly. 

5th. If you wish to know what ground bait 
fishes like best, the first you take open his sto- 
mach, and there you will find what he fed on 
last, and bait accordingly. 

Gth. If before you go out to angle, you should 
imagine, by the looks of the weather, that it will 
prove showery, or thunder, always take three or 
four night lines out with you, and whilst you an- 
gle for other fish, lay them in according to your 
judgment; baited with well-scoured lob- worms, 
and you may ^depend on catching large eels, 
trout, &c. 

7th. The best way to bait your hook, for this 
kind of fishing, or for worm-fishing in general, 

^ithei? 
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either with lob-worms, brandlingSy 8cc. is tlms : if 
you bait with one worm, put your hook into him 
somewhat above the middle, and out again a 
little below the middle ; having so done, draw 
your worm above the arming of your hook : but 
note, you mu3t enter the hook at the tail of the 
worm, and not at the head ; then, having drawn 
him above the arming of your hook before-men- 
tioned, put the point of your hook again into the 
very head of the worm, till it come near the place 
where the point of the hook first came out, and 
then draw back that part of the worm that was 
above the shank or arming of the hook : if you 
fish with two worms, then put the second on be- 
fore you turn back the hook on the first worm. 

8th. If when you are angling in any particular 
spot, and have had good sport, if the fishes should 
suddenly leave off biting, you may conclude that 
some of the fish of prey are come to the part you 
are fishing in; therefore put a minnow on your 
hook alive, sticking it through his upper lip, or 
bacK fin : let^your tackle be strong, in case the 
pike should be there, but for a certainty you may 
depend that either he or the perch will take it. 
But the best waj^ is to have a trimmer or two with 
you, which may be applied with great advantage 
whilst you angle for other fish. 

9th. When you have stnick a good fish, keep 
your rod bent, which will prevent him from run- 
ning to the end of the line, whereby he might 
break his hold. 

. 10th"'. In ponds, angle near the fords where 
cattle goto drink : and in rivers, angle for breams 
, in the deepest and quietest parts ; for eels, under 
trees hanging over banks; for clmbsy in deep 
shaded holes ; for perches^ in scours 5 for roaches^ 

in 
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in winter in the deeps, at all other times where 
you angle for perches: and for trouts* in quick 
streams. 

11th. It is good angling in whirlpools, under 
bridges, at the falls of mills, and in any place 
where the water is deep and clear, and not dis- 
turbed with wind or weather; also, at the open- 
ing of sluices, and mill-dams, and if you go with 
the course of the water, you will hardly miss 
catching fishes, that swim up the stream to seek 
what food the water brings down with it. 

I2th. When you fish for roach, dace, &c. in a 
stream, cast your ground-bait above your hook^ 
and always remember to plumb your ground. 

13th. Never trust the strength of your rod or 
line when you have hooked a good fish, but al- 
ways use your landing-net. 

14th. If the joints of your rod through wet, 
should stick so that you cannot easily get them 
asunder, never use force, for then you will strain 
your rod; but turn the ferrel of the joint that is 
fast, a few times over the flame of a candle, and 
it will separate. 

15th. The best times for angling are from April 
to October, and the best time of the day front 
three till nine in the morning, and three in the 
evening till sun-set. The south wind is the best 
to angle in; the next best point to that is the 
west, the cooler these blow in the hottest months, 
is the best time to fish. 

l6th. Never angle in an easterly wind, for your 
labour will be in vain; but you may if the wind 
blows from any other point, provided not too 
sharply. Fishes will never bite before a shower 
of rain ; this hint may save you many a wet skin*. 

17th, 
♦ Vide the Prognostics, 
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17th. In the morning, if there happens to be 
a hoar frost, either in the spring or advancing of 
the season, fishes will not bite that day, except 
in the evening: and after they have spawned, 
Tery ill, till with grass and weeds they have 
Bcoured themselves, and by that means recovered 
their appetite. ' 

18th. The best time for the trout to be tak«n, 
and other fishes with the ground-line, is morning 
and evening, in clear weather and water; but if 
the day proves cloudy, or the water muddy, you 
may angle all day long. 

19th. The angler may depend on catching store 
of fishes, in a dark, close, gloomy, or lowering 
day, if the wind be southerly, and when, as the 
poet observes, 

" The stealing show'rs is scarce to patter heard 
** By such as wander thro' the forest walks, 
" Beneath th' umbrageous multitude of leaves.^ 

Having given the reader every necessary in- 
struction, in regard to the breeding, and feeding of 
fishes; with the best advice concerning his rods, 
lines, floats, hooks, baits, S^c, and a set of very 
choice rules, hints, and cautions, I shall now tell 
him the best methods of taking the fishes in ge- 
neral ang*led for in England and Wales. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

A DESCRIPTION OF THE FISH GENERALLY AN- 
GLED FOR IN ENGLAND AND WALES WITH THE 
PROPER TIMES AND SEASONS TO FISH FOR 
THEM; THEIR PECULIAR HAUNTS, SPAWNIN«^ 
TIME^ AND MOST KILLING BAITS, &C. 



THE SALMON, 



THESalmon, according to the Opinion of some, 
breeds in ^he sea; but that of others seems 
betterwarranted,thathe breeds in the clear, ^andy, 
parts of rivers, not far from the mouths thereof 
They commonly spawn in October, and the young 
become samkts the following year, and in a few 
months a large salmon. They spawn in some ri- 
vers in September; but in the Severn in May. 
The milter and spawner having performed their 
office, betake * to the sea, and we are told that 
when they have been obstructed in their passage^ 
^they have grown so impatient, that clapping their 
tails to their mouths, with a sudden spring, they 
have leaped clear over wears and other obstacles 
which stood in their way ; and some by leaping 
short, have by that means been taken. If they 
happen to meet with such impediments that they 
cannot get to sea, they become sick,lean, and pine 
away, and die in two years. The principal oc- 
casion or their dying is this; the salmon being a 
fish by nature tender, and very chill, cannot, ia 
the winter-season^ endure the extrenie frigidity 

of 
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of the fresh river water, by reason of its tenuity, 
especially being so lately weakened by spawning; 
and, therefore, by instinct, they make the sea 
their winter habitation, the sea being naturally 
warm. But if they spawn in the mean time, from 
thence proceeds a small salmon, called a Skegger, 
which never grows large. The female salmon is 
distinguished from the male, because its nose is 
longer and more hooked, its scales not so bright, 
and its body speckled over with dark brown spots; 
its belly flatter, and its flesh not so red; more dry, 
and less delicious to the taste. 

The principal rivers in England for salmon, are, 
1st. The Thames, vfMose salmon beats all others 
for taste and flavour ; the Severn and the Trent; 
the Lon at Lancaster, about Cockersand Abbey; 
at Workington in Cumberland ; *Bywell, in JVor- 
thumberland; Durham, and 'Newcastle on Tyne; 
the Dee in Cheshire; ^nA the rivers C/sAand Wye 
in Monmouthshire. Besides th^ salmon-leap in 
the river Tivy in Pembrokeshire there is another 
in the river Ban in Ireland : this river is in the 
mountains of Mourn in the county of Down, 
and it passes through Lough Eaugh, or Lough 
Sidney, a large lake in the county of Col- 
raine. Mr. Cambden says it breeds salmons in 
abundance, above all other rivers in Europe, be- 
cause it is thought to exceed all others for clear- 
ness, in which sort of water salmons delight. He 
bites best about three in the afternoon, in May, 
June, July, and August, if the water be clear, and 
a little breeze of wind stirring : especially if the 
wind and stream are contrary. You must fish for 
him like a trout, with a worm, fly, or minnow, or 
lob-worm is an excellent bait for him, well scoured 
' in moss, which makes it tough, clear, and lively. 
When you have stmck him, he will plunge and 

bounce 
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bounce in the water very much, therefore it is 
necessary to have a strong rod, ringed the same 
as a trowling-rody and a winch, with a strong hne 
on it forty yards long, with which length, and a 
proper playing him, you may kill the largest sized 
one. He has not a constant residence like a 
trout, but removes often, and you should always 
angle for him as near the spring-head as possible^ 
in the deepest and broadest parts of the river, 
near the ground. Put two large lob^worms on at 
a time, and you may foh without a float, that is, 
with a running line. Let one yard next to your 
hook be gimp, and your hook a proper sized saU 
mon-hook. No. I. 

N, B. When I come to treat oifly-fishinffy the 
proper flies for the salmon, 8cc. will be clearly 
expressed. 

The Trout. 

The Trout is a delicious fresh-water fish, speck- 
led with red and yellow; coming ki and going 
out of season with the buck, and spawning in the 
cold months of October and November, whereas 
all other fishes spawn in the hot summer months. 
There are several species of this fish, all valued 
very much : but the best are the red and yellow ; 
and of these the female distinguished by a less 
head and deeper body, is preferred ; by the large- 
ness of their backs you may know when they are 
in season, which may serve as a rule for all other 
fishes. AH winter long they are si«k, lean, and 
unwholesome, and frequently lousy. As the 
spring advances, deserting the still deep waters, 
tney repair to the gravelly ground, again which 

they 
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tliey continue to rub, till they have eot rid of theit 
lice, which are a kind of worm, with large heads; 
from that time they delight to be in sharp ifetreams, 
and such as are very swift; where they lie in wait 
for minnows, May-Jties, &c. The latter part of 
May they are in tlie highest perfection. He is 
usually caught with a zcomiy minnow, ox fly, either 
natural, or artificial; the ditferent baits for him- 
are the earth-worm, dung-worm, and the maggot, 
or gentle, but the best are the lob-worm and brand- 
ling. His haunts are, purling brooks running 
very swift over chalk stones, gravel, &c. he is 
oftener taken in the side of the stream, than in it, 
though the large ones are often caught in the 
deepest part of it. He delights to shelter him- 
self behind large stones, or small banks, that 
hang over the river, which the stream running 
against, creates a foam; also in the eddies be- 
tween two streams; bis hold is usually under the 
roots of trees, and in hollow banks in the deep- 
est parts of rivers. When you angle for him at 
the ground, let the link of your fine, next the 
hook, be the best silk worm gut you can provide; 
and have a nice elastic rod^ which will enable 
you to strike true, and to feel him when he bites. 
Angle for him with a running line, and begin at 
the upper part of the stream, carrying your line 
with an upright hand, and feeling your lead run 
on the ground about ten inches from the hook, 
leading your line according to the swiftness of 
the stream,* as before directed. If you bait either 
with one, or two worms, follow the manner of 
baiting them which I have laid down in the rules, 
and you will run on the ground witliout being 
entangled. 

There is a very killing method likewise for a 
large trout; make a pair of wings of the feather 

of 
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of a land-rail^ and point your hook with one or 
more cadis's ; your hook should be bristled, that 
is, when you whip on your hook, fasten a hog's 
bristle under the silk, with the eiid standing out 
about a straw's breadth at the head of the hook, 
from under the silk, and pointing towards the line, 
by which means the head of the cadis will be 
kept close to the wings : angle with a rod about 
five yards long, and a line about three; cast the 
wings and cadis up the stream,, which will drive 
it down under the water towards the lower part 
of the hole ; thfen draw it up the stream very 
g;ently, though irregularly, at the same time shak- 
ing your rod> and in a few casts you will be sure 
to hook him, if there is one in the hole You 
may angle the same way with two brandlings. 
Jf you use two cadis's with the wings, run your 
hook in at the head and out at the neck of the first, 
and quite through the other from head to taiL 

The minnow is the most excellent of all baitg 
for the trout; when you fish with one, ch use the 
whitest, and middle-sized ones, these being the 
best; and you must place him on jq^ui hook in 
such a manner, that being drawn against the 
stream he may turn rouud. The best way of 
baiting with a minnow is thus: put your hook in 
at his mouth, and out at his gill, f?rawing*it 
through about three inches ; tbjen put the hook 
again into his mouth, and let the point and beard 
come out at his tail ; then tie the hook and his 
tail abetit with a tine white thread, and let tlie 
body of the minnow be almost strait on the hook ; 
then try if it turns well, which it cannot do too 
fast. Angle with the point of your rod down the 
stream, drawing the miunow up the stream by 
little and little, near the top of the water. When 
.• the 
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the trout sfres the bait, he will come most fiercely 
at it, but be careful not to snatch it away, which 
at first you may be apt to do; and never strike 
till he has turned with the bait. 

N. B. In this way of angling, a ringed rod is 
to be always used, with a winch for your line, 
ivliich should have two or three swivels on it; 
by which means the minnow will spin the better. 
"^The rivers most famous for trout are, the Xen- 
netnesLT Hungerford/m Berkshire; the Stower, in 
Kent, which runs through Canteibury, and is said 
to breed the best trouts in the south-east of En^- 
land; those in the Wandle, near Cashalton, m 
Surry; the Jmerly, in Sussex; the Dove, Wye, 
LcUnkin, and Bradford,\n Derbyshire ; Kibble and 
Irk, in Lancashire; and in the t/sA:- and Wye, in 
Mo?imouthskirej are accounted excellent trouts; 
but to speak impartially, no one can absolutely 
determine in what particular river or brook are 
the most and best trouts. This, however, is cer- 
tain, that trouts are better or worse, bigger or 
less, according to the nature of the soil on which 
the river runs: pure clear, transparent streams, 
running on rocks, pebbles, or more especially 
lime-stones or flints, are experimentally found to 
breed, and afford the most delicate and best trouts. 
The hook No. 2 or 3. 

The Gragling, Grayling, or Umber.^ 

This fish has three different names given i^, 
according to the different parts of England where 
it is found ; he is by no means a general fish, and 
what anglers seldom meet with, except in the 
rivers Dove and Trent, and some other small 
streams, particularly in that which runs by Salis- 
* He is called Umber from his quickness of evading the sight* 

bury. 
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bury. The haunts of the grayling are nearly the 
same of the tirout; and in nshin? for either of 
them, yon may catch both. They spawn the 
beginning of ^pn7, when they lie mostly in sharp 
streams \ in December he is in his prime, at 
which time his gills and head are blackish, and 
his belly dark grey, studded with black spots. 
He bites very freely, but is often lost when struck, 
his mouth being very tender. Angle for him 
about mid-water, he being much more apt to rise 
than descend ; and when you angle for him alone, . 
and not for the trout also, use a quill float, with 
the bait about six or seven inches from the ground. 
Ha takes brandlings, gilt-tails, meadow zoortns, 
sentles, 8cc. but the most excellent bait for him 
in Match or April is the tag-tail. 
The hook No, 10/ 

The Carp. 

The carp is allowed to be th^ queen of (resk 
water iishes (as the salmon is the king), and lives 
longer than any other fish (except the eel) out ol 
its element. They breed several times in on* 
year; but their first spawning time is in May^ 
Mr. Bay assures us, that in Holland they have 
a speedy way of fattening them, by hanging them 
up in a net in a cellar, and feeding them with 
bread arid milk. Patience is highly necessary fot 
every one to be endowed with- who angles for 
carps, on account of their 'sagacity and cunning; 
their hauntiaxe in the deepest parts of ponds and 
rivers, and in the latter where the streams run 
slow. When the weather in April, May, June, 
July, and Ai^gust, is hot and fine, you cannot b« 
too early or late at the sport. He seldcmi refuset^ 
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the red-worm in April, the cadi$m May, or the 
grasshopper in June, July, and August. You 
must angle for him with a strong rod and line, 
a quill float, and strong gut at bottom; the hook 
in the medium ot' size ; being a leathet^mouihed 
fish, he seldom breaks his hold, if your facklc is 
strong and you playTiim properly. But when- 
ever you intend to fish for him particularly, and 
in good earnest, over night lay in a ground-bait 
of garbage ; as chickens guts, blood mixed with 
cowdung, or any coarse paste; also ale grains 
and blood incorporated with clay, and at the 
same time that y6u throw any of tl^ ground- 
baits in, plumb the ground to two depths, (for it 
is best to an«;le for carps with two rods,) on^ 
about mid-water, the other four or five inches 
from the ground. The next morning lay your 
lines in very cautiously and success will attend you. 
Gentler are very good baits for the carp, also a 
paste madeof Aowey audi rcfld, and one made with 
hread and water alone, tinctured with red lead, but 
nothing, in my opinion, be^ts a green pea, par- 
boiled, having Itilled more w*»th that than any 
other bait. 

A, carp weighing fifteea pounds seven ounces, 
was Si me time back taken out of the water in 
liOrd £jr€^er's grounds at JBi,rgA/ey.. 

In the Swis$ and Italian lakes, it is far from 
Tare, to catch trouts that are double that size* The 
hooks for this fish No. 3 or 4. 

In fine sun-shiny days, carps will ohen prime 
about noon, and swim about the edges of a pond, 
to catch such flies as fall upon the surface of the 
water i let the angler then take a strong rod, and 
pliable at the top, a strong line, and a hook large 
enough for a lob'ZCorm\ then finding a place free 
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from weeds^ about the compass of the crown of a 
haty let him drop his bait without a floaty and 
with only one large shot upon the line, which he 
must lodge upon the leaf cf some adjoining weed, 
so that the bait may not be above eight inches in 
the water; then retiring, but lo as to keep his 
eye upon the shot, let him wait till he sees it 
taken away, with about a foot of the line, and 
then strike: when he has hooked his fish, let 
Liin keep him light, and not suffer him to entan- 

fle himself among the weeds: but either draw 
im out by aiain force, or pull him into a clear 
place. 

N. B. The foregoing method is an excellent 
one, and great numbers of carp may be taken by 
it in ponds which are well stocked. 

The Bream^ 

The time of the bream's spawning is in June; 
his chief residence is in ponds ; he is a bony fish, 
and very slow, of growth. From Saint James's 
tide to Jbartholomew tide is the best time to angle 
for him, and the best time of the day in that jiea- 
son is, from sun rise, to eight o'clock, in a geqtle 
«tream, the water being rather thick, and curled 
with a good breeze. He delights in the deepest 
end widest parts of the water, and if the bottom is 
clear and sandy it is the better. His baits are 
gentles, red-worms, silt-tails, and grasshoppers: 
when he takes your bait he makes tor the onpo- 
.site shore, therefore give him play, for though he 
is a strong-made fish, he will not struggle mucb> 
but two or three times fall on one side, and 
you may land him verv easily. Angle for him 
with a strong line, with gut at bottom, the liook 
€ 3 No. 4* 
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No. 4. aod throw in the place you intend to angle 
for him^ a ground-bait made of malt^ grains, 
bran^ blood, and clay, the night before; and you 
may fiah with two or three lines, plumbed to dif- 
ferent depths, and follow the method which k 
laid down for the carp. 

The French esteem this fish highly, and hav€ 
this proverb concerning him; that he who has 
breams in his pondyi^ able to bid his friend welcome. 
The beit part of a bream is his belly and head. 

The Pike. 

The pike is a very long-lived fish, according U> 
Lord iiacow and Gesner; who say he out-lives all 
others. He is called the tyrant of the waters, and 
will almost seize upon any thing, nay unnaturallj') 
devour his own kind. He spawns in February/ or 
March; the best pike are those that are found in 
rivers, those in ponds are not near so good : the 
larger he is, the coarser the food, and so ctce 'oersa. 
He feeds on small fishes and frogs, and on.a weed 
called pickerel, from which some assert he derives 
his being; he is a solitary, nielancholy, jmd bold 
fish, always being by himself, and never swim- 
ming in shoals, or in company with other fishes^ 
There are- two way« of angling for the pike, by 
the ledger bait and the walking bait. First, the led' 
ger bait is that fij^ed in one certain place, and 
which the angler may leave, and an^le for other 
fish ; of this kind the best is some livmg bait, as a 
dace, gudgeon, roach, or live froff. To apply it, 
if a fish, stick theiiook through his upper lip, or 
back fin, then fastening it to a strong line, ten or 
twelve yards long, tie the other «id to souse stake 
is tha ground* or ctump of a tree, near-the pile's 
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haunt ; lettinjj the line pas» over the fork of a 
stick, placed tor the purpose, and suspending the 
hook, by a yard of the line in the water; but so 
as when the pike bites the fork may give way, 
and let him have line enough to go to his hold, 
and pouch the bait. If you bait with a frog,4)ut 
the arming wire in at his mouth, and out at his 
gill ; then tie the frog's leg above the upper joint 
to the armed wire. Secondly, The walking bait 
is that which the fisher attends to himself, and is 
called trowling, from the French of troller, to 
move or walk about. Before I proceed any fur- 
ther in this mode of angling for the pike, 1 shall 
f;ive the angler a description of thatftfnd of rod, 
ine, and hooks, necessary to be used. Your rod 
must be a strong one, and ringed for the line to 

f»ass through, arid about three yards and a half 
ong; your line, about thirty yards long, wound 
upon a winch, to be placed on the butt end of 
your rod, and with which you may always keep 
your line to any length; at at the end of your 
line next the hook let there be a swivel. The 
hooks that are most general are the two follow* 
ingones ; they are formed and baited in this man- 
ner. The first is no more than two single hooks 
(though you may buy them made of one piece of 
wire) tied back to back, with a strong piece of 
gimp between the shanks; in whipping the gimp 
and hooks together, make a small loop, and take 
into it two hnks of chain, about an eighth of 
an inch diameter; and in the lower link (by 
means of a staple of wire) fasten by the greater 
end a bit of lead, of a conical figure, andangular 
at the point. The second hook may be either 
single OS double, with a long shank, and leaded 
two inches up the wire with a piece of lead 
abput a quarter of an inch square ; at the greater 

c 4 or 
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or lower end fix to the shank an armed wire about 
four inches long, and at the top of the wire, about 
half a yard of gimp, with a loop at the top of 
that ; to bait ibis hook you must have a brass 
needle about seven inches long ; put the loop of 
the gimp on the eye, or small curve. of the needle, 
then thrust it into the mouth of the fish, and bring 
it out athli tail,dravYing the gimp and wire along 
with it, till the lead is fixed in the belly of th« 
bait-fish, and the hook or hooks are come to his 
mouth; then turn the points of the hooks towards 
Jiiseye», if a double hook, but if a single one, di- 
rectly ill a line with his belly, and tie his tail to 
the arming-wire very neatly, with white thread : 
I always, whether the hook be double or single, 
put a jSDiall piece of a worm on the point or 
points of it; which prevents their pricking 
the pike, for if it does he will instantly leave 
it. To bait the former, put the lead into the 
mouth of the bait-fish, and sew it up, the fisli 
will live some time; and though thie weight of the 
lead will keep his head downwards, he will swim 
with nearly the same ease as if at liberty. Either 
of the former hooks being baited and fastened to 
the swivel, cast it into the water, and keep it in 
,constant motion ; sometimes letting it sink, and 
At others raising it gradually, chiefly throwing it 
into the parts of the pond, meer^ or river, where 
his haunts are most usual ; as near banks, under 
stumps of trees, bv the side of bullrushes, water- 
docks, weeds, or bushes ; but in any of these places 
you need never make above a trial or two for hinj^ 
for if he is there he will instantly seize the bait. 
When you draw your. bait near the bank, play it 
longer there, first deep, then raise it higher anH 
higher by degrees, till you bring it so ne&r the top* 

that 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



- THE PIKE. 57 

that you can see it glitter ; take it not hastily out, 
because he often take9 it near the top. When 
he has taken it give him line, and let nira run to 
his hold and pouch it ; allow him in general five 
minutes law, then strike him, and divert yourself 
with him as you please. But, if after he has run 
on with the bait to his hold, and rests there but 
»bout a minute, and then runs' quickly off with 
it again, do not strike him until he has rested a 
second time; and not then until the five minutes 
are expired, unless he runs off* again before they 
are ; which if he does, draw a ti^t line and strike 
him immediately ; if he resists very much give 
him line enough, which will soon exhaust 
his strepgth ; and when you pull him towards 
you do not do it violently,- for if you do he will 
launch and plunge in such a manner, that though 
he may not be able to break your tackle, yet he 
will tear- away his hold; nay, even his entrails if 
he is hooked there ; but if you feel him come 
.easily towards you, wind up your line, until you 
see him ; then if he struggles again very much, 
give him line again, and so proceed till you have 
killed him ; by following which methods you wiU 
^oon accomplish. The pike bites best from the mid- 
dle of summer to tl^ end of autumn, about tliree 
in the afternoon, in clesur water, ruffled with a 
gentle gale, but in winter all day long ; and in 
the spring he bites early in the morning, Und late 
in the evening. The best baits for him are small 
roaches, daces, bleaks, Sec if .the day be dark and 
cloudy ; but a gudgeon is the best, if the water is 
clear, and the day bright and fine. Your live - 
baits should be kept in a tin kettle, with holes 
made in the lid, that you may change your water 
often, which will keep'them alive a long while; 
c 5 your 
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your dead one« in a tin box made for that porpos^^ 
with.bran^ which dries up the moisture that hangs 
about them^ and contributes to preserve them lon- 
ger. Angling for the pike at the snap is to let 
him run a little^ and then to strike him the con- 
trary way from whence he runs, with two strong 
jerks; in this method you must use a double 
spring hook, which is to be had at any of the 
shops, and your tackle must be very strong. The 
snap is best used in March, when they are spawn- 
ing ; at which time they are sick and lose their 
stomach .; though they will then take your bait, 
but immediately throw it out of their mouths ; 
therefore striking them when they first take th« 
bait is the only way to be even with them ; which 
is called angling at snap. The way to bait the 
snap hook is tnus : make a hole with a sharp pen* 
knife in the side of the bait fish'; then put the 
cimp that is fastened to your hook into it, and 
draw it out at the mduth, till the spring hook 
comes to the place where the incision was made ; 
which when it is, put it into the belly of the fish, 
then have a piece of lead, about the size of a 
horse-bean, though of an oval form, with a hole 
through it from end to end large enough for the 
gimp to go through ; draw it down to the fishV 
mouth, then put it in it, and sew it up. Or you' 
may make an incision in the skin only, and draw 
the gimp out at the bone behind the gills^ then 
enter it again under the gills, and bring it out at 
the mouth, which I think is the best method, 
because the hook has only the skin to hinder its 
fixing in the pike; whereas in the first method it 
must pierce through the flesh and skin before it 
can touch him; and if it is not very large, may 
hook him so slightly as to spoil all your sports 

Ther« 
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There used to be a way also of taking pike called 
huocing ; but as the use of trimmers is now so ge- 
nerally known, it would be needless for me to 
insist further upon it. 

I shall now communicate to the reader a method 
which I have taken more pikes and jacks with than 
any other way. The hook which you must use, 
is to belike the first hook that I have mentioned, 
with this exception only, that thelead of a coTiical 
figure must be taken away : then, before you fix 
the swivel on the bottom of the line, put on a cork 
float that will swim a gudgeon, then put on your 
swivel, and fix your hook and gimp to it : pi^t a 
swan shot on your gimp, to make your float cock 
a little, and of such a weight, that when the hook 
is baited with the gudgeon, it may do so properly. 
Your gudgeons must be kept alive in a tin kettle . 
take one, and stick the hook either through his up- 
per lip or back fin, and throw him into the likely 
haunts before mentioned, swimming atmid-water. 
When the pike takes it, let him run a little, as at 
the snap, and then strike him. In this method 
of pike fishing, you may take three kinds of fish 
viz. pikes, perches, and chubs. 

Rules to be observed in trowling. September and 
October are the best months for trowling, because 
the weeds are then rotten,and the fishes are fat with 
the summer's feed. March is the best for the snap, 
because, as 1 have said before, they then spawn, 
and are sick, and therefore never bite freely. 

A large bait intices the pike to take it die most,, 
but a small one takes him with greater certainty. 

Always, both atfrorr/and snap, cut away one of 
the fins, close at the fins of the bait fish, and an 
other at the vent on the contrary side, which 
makes it play better, 
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Let no weeds hang on your bait, for if they 
do, the pike will not touch it : and always throw 
it into the water gently. 

When you have a bite, and the fish goes down 
the stream, it is commonly a small one : but on the 
contrary, if he sails slowly upward with the bait, 
it is a sign of a good one : great fishes in general 
bite more calmly than small ones ; for the small 
ones snatch and run away with the bait without 
any deliberation ; but old fishes are more wary. 

Be careful how you take a pike out of the wa- 
ter, for his bite is venemous ; therefore if you have 
not a landing net, put your finger and thumb into 
Ms eyes, and take him out that- way. 

Both at trowland snap, always have one or more 
swivels on the line, which will prevent its kenk- 
ing, and make it play better in the water. 

Whenever you find your bait-Jish water sopt, 
change it directly : the hooks for this fish are va- 
rious. 

The Perch. 

T!\ie perch is bow-backed like a hog, and armed 
with stiff gristles, and his sides with dry thick 
scales. He is a very bold biter,which appears by 
his daring to venture upon one of his own kind 
with more courage than even the ravenous luce. 
He seldom grows above two feet long,spawns once 
a-year, either in February or March^ and bites best 
iijL the latter part of the spring. His haunts are 
chiefly in the streams not very deep, under hollow 
banks, a gravelly bottom, and at the turning of an 
eddy. If the weather is cool and cloudy, and the 
water a little rufHed, he will bite all day long, es- 
pecially from eight till ten in the morning, and 

from 
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from three till six in the evening. If there are 
thirty or forty of them in a hole, ihey may be all 
caught of one standing ; they are not like the soli- 
tary piAie, but love to accompany one another, and 
swim in shoals, as all fishes which have scales are 
observed to do. His baits^ane minnows, littleyi-ogs, 
or brandlings, if well scoured j when he bites give 
him time enough, and you can hardly give him too 
much; for as he is not a leather-mouthed fish, with- 
out you do, be wiU often break his hold. Angle 
for him, if you bait with a brandling, with an in- 
different strong line, aad gut at bottom, your hook 
No. 4, 5, or 6, and about five or six inches t'rom 
the ground. Butif you rove foe him with Siminnow 
oi frog (which is a very pleasant way) then your 
line should be strong, and the hook armed with 
gimp, and the bait swimming at mid-water, sus- 
pended by a cork-float. I for my own part always 
use my trowl,that in case a pike should take it, I 
may beprepared for him. Keep your minnows in 
a tin kettle, and when you bait with one, stick the 
\xoo\i Jthrough his upper lip or back fin. If you 
4ise the/rog, stick it through the skin of his hind 
leg. lliese directions being carefully attended 

^ to, I dare insure the angler success. 

Hhe perch is much esteemed in Italy, especially 
when small: Geswei prefers theperch andpike before 
the trout, or any fresh fiA. The Germans say pro- 

"verbially,ilf ore wholesome than a perch oft he Knine! 

The Tench. 

The tench (the fishes physician) so called because 
its slime is said to be very healing to wounded 
fishes; and what is more strange, the voracious 
Dike is 80 sensible of his sovereign virtue, that he 
^ will 
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will not hurt a tencb^ although be will seize any 
other fish of his own size that comes in his way ; 
and when he or any other fishes are sick^ they find 
relief by nibbing themselves against his body. He 
is a delicious fresh-water fish ; has small scales^ yet 
very large and smooth fins, a red circle about the 
eyes, and a little barb hanging at each comer of 
his mouth. His A^uit^s are chiefly in ponds amongst 
weeds; he thrives very ill in clear waters, and co- 
vets lo feed in foul ones; yet Ms flesh is nourishing 
and pleasant. They spawn the beginning of July : 
the proper time to angle for them is early and late 
in the months of May, June, the latter end of July 
and in August. You must use a strong line witb 
gut at bottom. The hook. No. 2 or 3, and a quill 
float; the depth about t^o feet. He bites best at 
rtd-wormsy if yon dip them first in tar; at all sorts 
of pastes made up with strong scented oils, and at 
one made with the inside of a roll, and honey. 
Also^t cad-worms, lob-worms jflag-wormSy gentles, 
marsh-worms, ^nd soft hoWed oread grain. Besides 
the river Stour in Dorsetshire, so particularly re- 
commended for plenty of tench and eels ; there is 
Brecknock Mere, in Brecknockshire, being two 
miles in length, and as much ia breadth, full of 
ferckes, terrenes, and eels, 

N.B. One river tench is worth ten pond. 

TIic Flounder. 

The flounder maybe fished for all day, either in 
swift streams, or in the still deep, but best in the 
stream, in the months of April, May, June, and. 
July. Your line must be a single-haired one, with 
fir small float, and the hook, Wo. 6 or 7". Let your 
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bait touch the ground, which may be any sort of 
small worms, wasps, or gentles. He being a fish hnt 
seldom taken with the rod and line, to enlarge ob 
the subject would be totally unnecessary. 

The Chub*. 

The chub is a fish by no means in very much 
esteem, his flesh being very coarse,and full of small 
bones; yet he affords good sport to the angler, es« 
pecially to a Tyro in tnat art. They spawn about 
the beginning of Jfpri/; and their A^zirii/5 are chiefly 
in large rivers, having clayey or sandy bottoms,ia 
holes shaded with trees ; where many of them itt 
general keep together. He bites best from gun- 
rising till eight, and from three till sun-set. la 
March and April youmustan^lefor the chub with 
worms, in June and July, with Jiies, snails, and 
cherries ; but in August and September use a paste 
made oi Parmesan or Holland cheese, pounded in a 
mortar, with alittle butter, and a small quantity of 
safiron put to it to make it of a yellow colour. In 
the winter, when the chub is in his prime, a paste 
made of Cheshire cheese and turpentine,is very good;, 
but no bait more killing for him than the pith of 
an ox or cow's back-bone ; jrou must take the toueh 
outward skin off'very carehillv, but take particular 
care that you do not bruise the inward skin ; also 
the brains of the above animals are excellent for 
him. Let your line be very strong, with a q^uill 
float on it, strong gut at bottom ; the hook, No, 3 
or 4,the depth, in hot weather, mid- water,in cold- 
ish near the bottom, and in quite cold weather on 
the ground. The most pleasant way of taking him 
is by dibbing, which is thus performed : in a hot 
dimmer's day go to any hole that you know they 

* Pin lines are used for this fish. 
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haunt^ and you will find perhaps thirty or forty of 
them basking themselves on the surface of the wa- 
ter: then take your rod,which must be very strong 
and long, your line the same, but about a yard in 
length : and bait thehook w\th a, grasshopper ; you 
must shelter yourself behind some bush or stump 
of a tree, so as not to be seen ; for the chub is very 
timorous,and the least shadow will make him sint 
to the bottom, though he will soon rise again* 
Having therefore fixed your eye upon the largest 
and best, drop your bait with great caution be- 
fore him, ana he will instantly take it, and be 
held fast ; for he is a leather-mouthed fish, and 
seldom breaks hold, if played properly. 

N.B. In dibbing, where you cannot get a grass- 
hopper, anyj^y, beetle, or moth, will equally an- 
swer the purpose. 

When you are roving foi* perch with a minnow 
you will oiten take large chub. 

The Barbel. 

The barbel, so calledon account of the barb, or 
beard that are under his nose orchops, is aleather- 
mouthed fish; and though he seldom breaks his 
hold when hooked, yet if he proves a large onehe 
often breaks both rod and line. The male is es- 
teemed much better than the female, but neither of 
them are very extraordinary. They swim in great 
shoals, and are at the worstin ^^r«7,at which time 
they spawn,but soon come into season again ; the 
places they chiefly resort are such as are weedy, 
gravelly rising grounds, in which this fish Is said 
to dig,and rout his nose like a swine. In the summer 
he frequents the strongest and swiftest currents 
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of water, as under deep bridges, wears, &c. and 
IS apt to settle himself amongst the piles, ^hollow 
places, and m moss and weeds. In the autumn he 
retires into the deeps, where he remains all the 
winter andbeginning of the spring. The best baits 
tor him are salmon-spawn, lob-worms gent lesMts of 
c/ieesc wrapt up in a wet linen rag to make it tough, 
or steemped in honey for twenty-four hours, and 
greaves ; observe that the sweeter and cleaner your 
baits art kept the more eager he takes them. You 
cannot bait the ground for him too much, when 
you angle for him with any kind of garbage : as 
iob^zcormscui'mpieces^maltandgrains incorporated 
with blood and clat/^ 8cc. The earlier and l^ter you 
fish for him in the months of June, July and Au- 
gust the better. Your rod and line must be very 
strong: the former ringed, and the latter must have 
gimp, at the bottom, but I think twisted gut is bet- 
ter : a running plummet must be placed on your 
line, which is a bullet * with a holetnrough it: place 
a large shot a foot above the hook, to prevent tb^ 
bullet falling on it. The worm will of course be 
at the bottom, fcr no float is to be used, and when 
the barbel takes the bait, the bullet will lie on the 
ground and not choak him. By the bending of 
your rods you will know when he bites, and also 
with your hand will feel him give a strong snatch; 
then strike him, and he will oe your own, if you 
play him well ; but if you do not manage him with 
dexterity, he will break your tackle. You must 
have on your rod a winch, and a line on it about 
thirty yards long. 

The most famous places near London for barbel- 
angling ^re Kingston-bridge and Shepperton- 

* I have found lately that the A^ pliunmet is much be^ter^ 
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deeps; but Wa1ton-deeps,Chcrtsej'-br idee, Hamp- 
ton-ferry, and the holes under Cooper s-hill are 
in ne wise inferior. You may likewise meet with 
them at all the locks between Maidenhead and 
Oxford. 

N.B. Their spawn acts as a violent cathartic 
and emetic. His liver is likewise unwholesome. 
The hooks for this fish No. 1 or 2. 

The Eel. 

Authors of natural history, in regard to the eel, 
have advanced various conjectures ; and in some 
measure have contradicted each other entirely on 
this head, namely ; whether they are produced by 
generation or corruption, as worms are, or by cer- 
tain fflutinous drops of dew, which falling in May 
and June,on the banks of some ponds or rivers, are 
by the heat of the sun turned into eels. Abr. My- 
lius, in a treatise on the origin qfanimals,descnhe^ 
*a method of producing them by art. He says, that 
if he cut up two turfs covered with May-dew, 
and lay one on the other, the grassy side inwards, 
and thus expose them to the heat of the sun, in a 
few hours there will spring from them an infinite 
quantity of eels. Eels are distinguished into four 
kinds, viz. the $ilver eel ; a greenish eel, called a 
jrey ; a blackish eel, with a broad flat head ; and 
astly, an eel with reddish fins. The eel's haunts 
are chiefly amongst weeds,under roots and stiimps 
of trees, holes, and clefts in the earth, both in the 
banks and at bottomland in the plain mud ; where 
they he with only their head* out, watching for 
prey; also about flood-gates, wears, bridffes, and 
old mills, and in the still waters that are foul and 
muddy ; but the smallest eels are to be met with in 

all 
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iall sorts of rivers and soils. They conceal them- 
selves in the winter for six months in themud^and 
they seldom rove about in the summer in the day- 
time, but all night lon^ ; at whi A time you may 
take a great number of them, by laying in night- 
lines, fastened here and there to banks, stumps of 
trees, &c. of a proper length for the depth of the 
water, leaded so as to lie on the ground, and a pi*o- 
pei eel-hook whipped on each, baited with the fol- 
lowing baits, which he delights in, viz. garden- 
worms, or lobs, minnozc&, hen's-guts, fish garbage, 
leaches, small gudgeons^ or miller's thumbs^ also 
«mall roacAe^, the hook being laid in their mouths. 
There are two ways to take them in the day- 
time, called snigglmg and bobbing. Sniggling 
is thus performed : take a strong Tine, and bait 
your hook with a large lob-zcorm, and go to such 
places above-mentioned where eels hide them- 
selves in the day-time; put the bait gently into 
the hole, by the help of a cleft stick, and if the 
eel is there he will certainly bite; let him tire 
himself by tugging, before you offer to pull him 
out, or else he will break yoijr line. Tne other 
method is called bobbing. In order to perform 
this, vou ipust scour some large lobs, and with a 
needle run a twisted silk, or worsted, through as 
many of them, from end to end, as will lightly 
wrap a dozen times round your hand ; make them 
into links, and fasten them to strong packthread 
or whipcord, two yards long, then make a knot 
in the line about si X or eight inches from the worms; 
efterwaixls put three quarters of a p^und of lead, 
made in a pyramidal form on the cord ; the lead 
must be made hollow three parts of the way up it, 
and then a hole must be bored through it, big e- 
nough to put the cord through and let the lead slide 
4own to the knot. Then fix all to a manageable 

pole,* 
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pole^ and use it in muddy water. When the 
fishes tug, let them have time to fasten, then 
draw them gently up, and hoist them quick to 
shore. A boat called a putit is very useful in 
this kind of fishing. Some use an eel spear to 
catch eels with, which is an instrument with 
thiee or four forks or jagged teeth, which they 
strike at random into the mud. 

The riwers Stower ia Dorsetshire; Ankam in Lin- 
colnshire; and Irk in Lancashire; are famed by 
their respective neighbours for very excellent eels 
Mr. Pope has celebrated the river Kennet, in Berk^ 
shire on the s«me account, in his Windsor Forest. 

, The Kennet swift, for silver eels renown'd. 

In Rumsey-mere, in Huntingdonshire, are a 
great quantity of eels and \sage pikes, which they 
call Hagets; but Cambridgeshire boasts of having 
the most and best eels, if you credit the natives. 

Esl'pouts, another fish somewhat resemblixig 
the eel, but more esteeemed, are also found in 
some rivers. Their haunts al*e the same as the 
eefs, and they are to be taken in peals of thun- 
der and heavy rain, when they leave their holes. 
The best bait is a small gudgeon. Hooks, the 
double or single ones. 

The Roach. 

The roach is as foolish as the carp is crafty; he i^ 
by no means a delicate fish; the river ones are much 
better than those bred in ponds. They spawn 
in May, and will bite all day long, if the weather 
is not meitharof the extremes, on the top of the 
water. Their haunts are -chiefly in sandy or gra- 
velly deep waters : delighting to be in the shade. 
In April their baits are cads and toorms. In sum** 
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mer white mails or flies. In Autumn^ a paste made 
of fine white bread, moulded in your hands with 
water, and a little cotton added to it, to keep it 
from washing off the hook. In winter gew^/w are 
the best bait for him : you should fish with a line 
made of single hairs, a quill float, and the lead 
about a foot from the hook ; and when you angle 
for roach, always cast in a ground bait, made of 
bran,«clay, and bread, incorporated together;* 
and when you anele wi^ tender baits, always 
strike at the least nibble that is apparent* Sprouted 
malt, the young brood of wasps, bees dipt in blood, 
and the dried blood of sheep, are nostrums in this 
kind of angling. 

The largest roach in this kingdom are taken in 
tliQ Thames, where many have been caught of two 
pounds and a half weight ; but roach of any size 
are hard to be taken without a boat. 

The people who live in the fishing towns along 
the banks of the Thames, have amethod of dressing 
large roach and dace,which itis said, renders them 
a very pleasant and savoury food; it is as CdIIows : 
without scaling the fish,lay him'on a gridiron, over 
a slow fire, and strew a little flour on him ; when 
he begins to grow brown, make a slit, not more 
than skin deep, in his back, from head to tail, and 
lay him on again; when he is broiled enough, the 
skin,scales and all,will peel off and leave the flesh, 
which will be by that time very firm, and per- 
fectly clean ; open the belly, take out the inside, 
and use anchovy and butter for 'sauce. 

Sed-paste is an excellent bait coloured with Ver- 
million or red-lead,as I have before laid down,but 
it is best to take with you gentles^ white-paste, and 

♦ Coarse bran and flour make an excellent ground bait, but 
tkey must not be too muph moulded. 

their 
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their other baits^ as they are very fond of change^ 
and will refuse one minute what they will take 
the next. Their hooks No. 1 1 or 12. 

The Dace, or Dare. 

This fish^ and the roach^ are much of the same 
kind, therefore the directions given for one will 
serve for the other. They spawn about the mid- 
dle of March, and will take any fly, especially the 
Stonecadew-fly, May-fly, the latter end of April 
and most part of May; and the ant-fly in 
June, July, and August. When you angle for 
the dace with the ant-fly under water, let it be 
about two hand's breadth from the ground. They 
never refuse a fly in a warm day on the top of the 
water. The best bait for them in the wmter, is 
the earth bob, it is the spawn of the beetle, and 
is to be found by following the plouffh in sandy- 
ish grounds ; put them into a vessel with son^ 
of the earth from whence they are taken^ and 
use them all the winter as an excellent bait, as I 
have before-mentioned in the description of baits. 
As for your line, &c. the directions given for the 
roach,, will serve in all respects for the dace or 
dare. 

' Dace majiie also taken with flesh-flies, upon 
fhe surface of the water ; into whose backs, be- 
tween the wings, you must put your hook, which 
should be very small : they bite in the morning 
and evening ; you must then provide a cane-rod, 
which is the lightest of any, and let it be seventeen 
feet,at least in length,andyour line which should, 
from the middle downwards,consist of single-hairs, 
be a little longer than your rod; then provide a suffi- ■ 
cient Quantity of small house-flies, which keep in 
a phial, stopped with a cork. With these repair, 

especially 
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especially about seven or eight o'clock in a sum- 
mer's evening, to a mill-stream, and having fixed 
three or four hooks^ with single hair-links, not 
above four inches long to your line, bait them 
with the flies, and angle upon the surface of the 
water on the smoothest part, at the end of the 
stream ; the dace will rise freely, especially if the 
sun does not shine on that part of the water where 
you cast the flies, aiid you may take two or three 
at a time. This sport will continue as long as 
day-light will permit you to see the flies. In 
the same manner dace will also rise at the ant- 
fly upon the surface of the water, if used in a 
morning at the foot of a current or millnttream, or 
on the scour before the sun comes on the water. 
If the water is high, so as to be almost equal with 
its banks, take your fly-rod, and fasten to your line 
an artificial-fly, called thecaterpillar-fly,or^small 
i*ed palmer, then take a large yellow gen tie, the yel- 
lower the better, run the hook through the skin of 
it, and draw it up to the tail of the fly: this being 
done, whip it on the surface of the water, and if 
you are diligent and expert, you will have good 
diversion. If you angle where two mill-streams 
are going at the same time, let it be in the eddy 
between the two streams : first make use of your . 
plummet ; if the water is deep, angle wTthin afoot 
of the bottom,' and perhaps you will find but poor 
sport; but if it proves to be shallow, that is, about 
the depth of two feet, or not exceeding three, 
jour sport may be better ; bait your hook with 
three large gentles, use a cork floas, be very at- 
tentive, and strike at the very first bite : if there 
are any large dace in the mill-pool, they will re- 
sort to the eddy between the two streams. 

N. B. Whenever you fish for roach or dace, a 
ground, without jou use a ground-bait^ th6 at^ 

temp- 
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tempt is'almost useless ; but after great heats^when 
the weather gets cool, you will be sure to have 
good sport.— ^The hooks. No. 1 1 or 12. 

The Gudgeon. 

The gudgeon is a fish that affords the young 
angler an amazing deal of diversion ; being one 
that bites very free, and when struck is never lost, 
because he is a leather -mouthed fv&h. They spawn 
three or four times in the summer, and their feed- 
ing is like the barbel's, in the streams and on gra- 
vel, slighting all nlaoner of flies* Their baits are 
chiefly 7£ ays, gentles, and cads, but the small red 
worm is best. When you angle for them, be pro- 
vided with a gudgeon-rake, with which rake the 
ground every ten minutes, which gathers them to- 
gether. A single haired line is best, with a quill, 
or cork float, according to the rapidity of the 
stream ; your hook. No. 8 or 9, and your bait on 
the ground. You may angle for him with a run- 
ning line by hand without a float. 

The author ^* On Angling in the River Trent, ^^ 
gives us a new method of catching them: he first 
desires us ^^ never to continue in the zcater long, 
^^ though he has been in it for six hours together;" 
he then dbserves, with his usual circumspection, 
*' that the best way of catrhing them, is by going 
*^ into the water, and stirri/^g up the sand and 
gravelJ' This surely may be properly iemoked gud- 
geon hunting more than gudgeon fishing: Perhaps 
they are of a different species in the Trent than in 
the Thames, &^c, SiC.J! 

V T/ie Pope, or Ruff* 

[lis fish, with a double name, is small, and 
iy grows bigger than a gudgeon ; in shape 

very 
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very like the perch, but is better food, bein^ in 
the taste as pleasant as any fish whatever. His 
haunts are in the deepest running parts of a gra- 
velly river, the exact bottom whereof, having 
found by plumbing, bait your hooks with small 
red'Wonm, or brandlings; for you may angle 
with two or three, and have excellent sport. 
He bites very greedily; and as they swim. in 
shoals, you may catch twenty or thirty at one 
standing, in a cool, ffloomy day. Use the same 
tackle as for the gudgeon. The River Yare in 
Norfolky is peculiar for plenty of ruffs. Hook, 
No. 9. 

The BUah, or Bky. 

The bleaky on account of its eagerness to catch 
flies, is called by some the river swallor^, and by 
others thejresh'zcater sprat y because of its reseni* 
blance to the sea sprat, tie bites very eagerly 
at all sorts of zcormsy Jiies, pastes, and skdep*s 
blood. You may fish for him with six or seven 
small hooks at a time. He is an excellent fish 
to initiate a young angler in Jij/ fishing, by his 
whipping for them in a hot summer's evening, 
with a small artificial black gnat. Your tackle 
must be fine and neatly formed. He is a capital 
bait for the pike. Hook, jNo. 13. 

The Minnow, or Pink. 

The minnow, though one of the smallest fishes,. 
is as excellent a one to eat as any of the most 
famerl. They are generally found in March and 
April, and remain till the cold weatlier compels 
theiii to retire to their winter-quarters. He is of 
a greenish, or wavy sky colour, his belly very 
D whiter, 
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white, his hack blackidi; and is a most excel- 
lent bait for any of the fish of prey : namely, the 
pike, trout, perch, &c. His baits are small 
rtd worms, toasps^ cads, &c. If you can catch 
enough of them, they jnake an excellent tansy, 
their neads and tails being cut off; and fried in 
eggs, with a sauce made of butter, sugar, and 
verjuice. — The smallest of hooks. 

The Loach, or Loci. 

This fish is very small, but eats very well, and 
is nourishing food for sick persons. He is found 
in clear, swift brooks and rivulets, and his food 
is gravel. He is bearded like the barbel, and 
freckled with black pnd white spots. You may 
take him with a small rcd^rvorm, at ground; he 
delights to be near the gravel, therefore is hardly 
ever seen on the top of the water —The smallest 
of hooks. 

The Bull-head, or Miller's-titunb. 

This fish, on account of its ugliness, is in some 
places called thefrssh-water devil; he has^a broad 
head and a large mouth, no teeth, but his lips 
are like a file, with which he nibbles at the bait. 
They spawn in April, and are full of spawn most 
of the summer. Their haunts in summer are 
chiefly in holes, or amongststones in clear water; 
but in winter thev lie in the mud like^ the eel. 
The worst of anglers may take this fish; for if 
you look iibove the water in a hot day, you may 
see hboi si^nning himself on a flat ^tone, put your 
hocJc upon it, baited with a small red-worm, and 
he will take it directly. The taste of this fish is 
very good.— Hook, No. 13. 

The 
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The Stickleback, Sharpling, or Banstickte» 

This fish, with three aames, as he is called by 
in different counties, is a small prickly fish, and 
not worth the angler's notice, in regard to him- 
self, but that he is an excellent bait for the trout, 
who will take it sooner than the minnow. Hiar 
prickles must be broke off, and baited according 
to the directions ^iven for baiting the minnow, 
under the description x)f the trout. 

N. B. The tackle baits, 8cc. for this fi^, and 
the foregoing ones, must be the same, and very 
fine* 

There are three fishes which I omitted in the 
first edition, and what anglers in general seldom 
meet with, because they are local, and peculiar 
to certain waters ; but as they are held in high 
estimation where they are taken, I shall describe 
them for the reader's information. 

Mbulu Salmoni similis-^TAc Guinniad. 

The guinniad, according to Camden and others, 
is peculiar to Pemble-Mere in Cheshire. " The 
river Dee," -^ays this author, ** which runs by" 
Chester, springs in Merionethshire, and it rung 
towards Chester; it passes throtigh the said 
Pemble-Mere, which is a large water, and it is 
observed, that though the river Dee abounds with 
salmon, arid Pemble-Mere with guinniad, yet 
there are never any salmons caught in the Mere, 
-nor any guinniads in the river.*' 
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Umbra Minor Gesn—The Red Charr, or Welch 
Torgoch, 

The red chqrr is a fish whose make is longer 
and more slender than that of a trout> for one of: 
about eight inches long was no more than an inch 
aad a half broad. The back is of a greenish 
olive, spotted with white. The belly, about the 
breadth of half an inch, is • painted with red, in 
some of a more livelj, in others of a paler co- 
lour, aad in some, especially the female, it is 
quite white. The scales are small, and the lateral 
Imes straight. The mouth is wide, the jaws 
pretty equal, except the lower, which is a JitUe 
sharper and more protuberant than the upper. 
The lower part of the fins are of a vermilion dye. 
The gills are quadruple, and it has teeth both in 
the jaws and on the tongue; in the upper jaw 
there is a double row of them. The swimming 
bladder is like that of a trout; the liver is not 
divided into lobes; the gall-bladder is large; 
the heart triangular; the spleen small and black- 
ish ; and the eggs of the spawn large and round. 
ITie flesh is more soft and tender than that of a 
trout, and when boiled can scarcely be allowed to 
be red. It is in the highest esteem where known, 
and in Wales is accounted the chief dish at the 
tables of people of fashion. 

The chief place in England where this fish is 
taken, is Wjnander-Mere : but in Wales they are 
to be had in five different places, viz. LiaKn- 
berris, Llin-Umber, Festiniog, and Beltus, in 
Caernarvonshire, and near Casageddor, in Me- 
rionethshire. In this last county they are smaller 
than in the former, and are taken in October; 

but 
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but in Caernarvonshire, in one of the lakes, they 
are caught in November ; in another in Decem- 
ber, and in the third in January, and when the 
-fishing in one ends, it begins in another. Dr. 
Leigh says, the charr, in Coningston-Mere, 
which is not far from Winander-Mere, are much 
better, but there are reasons to suppose he was 
prejudiced in this article. According to Cam- 
den, the latter Mereis the largest standing-water 
in this kingdom, being ten miles in length; and 
3ome say it is as smooth at the bottom, as if it 
was paved with polished marble. They swim to- 
gether in shoals, and though they appear on the 
surface of the water in the summer-time, vet 
they will not suflFer themselves to be taken, either 
with the angle or v^ith uetsj therefdre the only 
season for fishing, is when they resort to the 
shallow parts of the lakes to spawn: at these 
times they set trammel-nets baited^ and leave 
them for whole days and nights, into which the 
.fish enter of their own accord. 

Carpio lacHs Benaci — Ihe Guilt, or Gilt Charr. 

The Latin writers called the gilt charr, carpio 
tacCn Benaci, because the^^ imagined it was only 
to \^ met with in that particular lake, where it is 
called roetcl; but it has since appeared to be the 
same fish with our gilt charr, which is bred in 
Winander-JVf ere, in the county of Westmore- 
land<k It is proportionably broader than the 
trout, and the belly is more prominent; but its 
length, when greatest, never exceeds twelve 
inches : the scales are small, the colour of the 
back is more lively than that of a trout, and is 
beautified with black spots, the belly and sides, 
II 3 beneaitt 
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beneath the lateral line^ are of a bright silver 
Colour; the skull is transparent^ and the snout 
blueish : it has teeth in the lOwer jaMr> on the 
palate^ au4 the tongue; the swimming-bladder 
18 extended the whole length of the back, and 
the gall-bladder is large. The flesh of the gilt 
charr is red, and is accounted so Tery delicious 
amongst the Italians, that they say it excels all 
other pond and sea iish whatever; and they 
•steem the nature of it so wholesome^ that they 
allow sick persons to eat it. 

Some have doubted whether the Welch and 
English fish, are of the same kind or not; but 
liif r. K%y thinks there is no room to make a doubt 
of it. The Welch name iorgoch^ signifies a red 
helly, which distinguishes the red charr pro^ 
perly enough : the gilt charr is, indeed, quite a 
different species, and is about twice as small as 
the red : tne belly of the former is red, the flesh 
vhite, and the spots on the back white likewise;, 
whereas the belly of the latter it of a silver eo*« 
lour, the flesh redj^ and the back is spotted with 
black* 

* The charr and goinniad nefet chftnge their ^ured^ 
<^ But Uve ia Wiaaadmr and PeBibl^M«tt».'^ 
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THE Most SCIENTIFIC METHOD 0* MAKIKCl 
FISH-PONDS, STEWS, £fC. TO WHICH IS ADDED 
SEVERAL ARCANA IN THE ART OF ANGLlKG. ' 



IT is agreed, that those grounds are best that are 
full of springs, and apt to be moorish : the 
one breeds them well, and the other preserves 
them from being stolen. 

The situation of the pond is also to be consi- 
dered, and the nature of the currents that fall into 
it; likewise that it be refreshed with a little 
brook, or with rain-water that falls from the ad- 
jacent hilly ground. And that those ponds which 
receive the stale and dung of horses, breed the 
largest and fattest fishes* 

famaking the pond, observe that the head be 
at the lowest part of the ground ; and the trench 
of the flood-gate, or sluice, has a good swift fall, 
that it may not be long in emptying. 

If the pond carries six feet of water it is enough; 
but it must be eight feet deep, to receive the 
freshes and rains that should fall into it. 

It would be also advantageous to have shoals 
on the sides, for the fishes to sun themselves in, 
and lay their spawn on ; besides in other places 
certain holes, hollow banks, shelves, roots of trees, 
islands, &c. to serve as their retiring places. Con- 
sider further, whether your pond be a breeder ; 
if so, never expect any large carps from thence; 
D 4 the 
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the greatness of the number o£ spawn oversfock- 
ing the pond. 

Mr. Tull, in order to prevent the excessive in- 
crease of fish in his ponds^ first practised castra-- 
tion on theip^ which made them grow larger than 
their usual_size. Bui I think the operation pecu- 
liarly cruel^ and the purpose of it only a detesta- 
ble piece of Apician refinement. 

For large carps a store-pond is ever accounted 
the best; and to make a breeding-pond become 
a store-pond, see what quantity of carp$ it will 
contain : then put in all milters or all spawners: 
whereby in a little time you may have carps that 
are both large and exceedingly fat. Thus by put- 
ting in one sex, there is an impossibility of the 
increase of them; yet the roackeSy notwithstand- 
ing this precaution, will multiply. Reseifve some 
great waters for the head quarters of the fishes, 
whence you may take, or wherein you may put, 
any quantity thereof. And be sure to have stews 
and other auxiliary waters, so as you may convey 
any part of the stock from one to the other ; so 
to lose no time in the growth of the fishes, but 
employ your water as you do your land, to the 
best advantage. View the grounds, and find out 
some fall between the hills, as near a flat as may 
be, so as to leave a proper current for the water. 
Jf there be any diflficulty of judging of such, take 
an opportunity, after some sudden rain, or break- 
ing up of a great snow in winter, and you will 
plainly see which way the ground casts, for the 
wfiter will take the true fall, and run accord- 
ingly. 

, The condition of the place must determine the 
quantity of the ground to be covered with water, 
tor example, I may propose in all fifteen acres in 
three ponds, or eight acre^ in two, and not less ; 

and 
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and these poods should be placed one above ano- 
ther, so as the point of the lower may almostreach 
the head or bank of the upper, which contrivance 
is no less beautiful than aayantageous. 

The head, or bank, which by stopping the cur- 
rent, is to raise the water, and so make a pond, 
must be built with the ckiy or earth taken out of 
the pan or hollow, dug in the lowest ground above 
the bank : the shape of the pan to be a half oval, 
whereof the flat to come to the bank, and the 
longer diameter to run square from it. 

tor two large ponds of three or four acres a- 
piece, it is advisable to have four stews, each two 
rods wide, and three long. The stews are usually 
in gardens, or hear the house, to be more handy 
4ina better looked to. The method of making 
them, is to carry the bottom in a continual decline 
iVom one end, with a mouth to favour the draw* 
ing them with a net. » 
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TO CATCH 'SmBES, 



TAKE Cocului Indicus, which is a poisonoiit 
narcotic^ called also bacca piscatort<B,£Lsher's 
be^ies> and pound them in a mortar^ then make 
balls of the paste, which will be produced (by ad- 
ding a sufficient quantity of water) about the siz^ 
of a pea, and throw them into a standing-water ; 
the nsh that taste of it will be very soon intoxi- 
cated, and will rise and lie on the surface of the 
water; put your landing-net under them, and 
take them out. 

Coculus Indicus is a little berry, about as big as 
m bay-berry, but more of a kidney-shape, having 
a wrinkled outside, with a seam running length- 
ways from tbe back to the navel : it is of a bitter- 
ish taste, being the fruit of a tree described in 
the seventh volume of the Hortus Malabaricus, 
under the name of Naslatum, bearing leaves in 
the sh^pe of a hear(, and bunches of five-leaVed 
white flowers, which $ire succeeded by their ber- 
ries. They grow in Malabar in the JLast Indies. 
They are seldom used in physic, being accounted 
to be of a hurtful and pernicious nature, but their 
princi]pal ^se 1$ for catching fisjies : the famous 

Cardan's 
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Cardao's celebrated receipt for this piirpose> 
runs thus : take of the hemes of the Oriental Co^ 
cus, a quartet of an ounce; of cumin and boiling 
water, each two ounces ; of cheese, one ounce, 
and of meal three ounces; after bruising them to- 
gether, form them into small balls. Others mix 
the berries with old cheese, honey^ and wheaten 
meal, of which they form small balls, to be thrown 
to fishes. Others for this purpose mix a variety . 
of other substanoes with these berries ; but after 
all their pains there is no necessity for so trou- 
blesome an apparatus, isince I have known by ex- 
perience, says Ray, that a simple ball of the pow- 
der of these intoxicating berries, made up with 
wheaten meal and water, is equally efficacious 
for stupifying, and atlast killing, fishes; for tl ri , 
fishes, as some assert, are by eating balls of this 
kind, only rendered vertiginous and stupid for a 
while, but soon return to their natural state, is 
not confirmed by experience ; for my own expe- 
jience, says Mr. Raiy, quadrates with the opinio^n 
of those fishes spoken of by the learned Condron- 
ehius; who affirms that fishes are soon killed by 
balls of this kind. Butl do not know whether, 
as they assert, they soon become putrid, and fall 
into pieces, unless they are speedily taken out of 
the water. If, says Condonchius, any should ob- 
ject, that, upon taking these balls, the fishes swim 
up and down with uncommon Kasite and precipi- 
tation, by which means their intoxication, or ver- 
tigo, is produced; I answer, that they-do not 
ramble thus in consequence of their vertigo, but 
in consequence of the intolerable pain they feel 
from that unfriendly substance, just as other ani- 
mals do, especially men, when they are racked 
with any intense pain. I readily grant that by 
these baUi fishes are rendered vertiginous^ and as 
n 6 it 
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it were intoxicated; but at the same time^ I af« 
firm, that they are soon after- killed; for 1 am 
not much of opinion that they are rendered ver- 
tiginous^ and killed by the bitter and acrid^ or 
by some hitherto unknown quality of these ber- 
ries. I will not, however, take upon me to deter- 
mine, whether fishes killed in this manner may 
be safely eaten, but with Condonchius I am 
of opinion, that no danger attends the use of 
them as an aliment, if they are gutted and boiled 
jis soon as taken. That these berries are hot, and 
by means cold, as all opiates certainly are, as also 
Mattlnolus^ and others maintain, notwithstand- 
ing their narcotic quality, is sufficiently obvious 
from their acrid and bitter taste, as also by the 
other ettects produced by them, as Condonchius 
has evidently demonstrated. This same author 
is of cpinion, that these berries are by no means 
possessed of a poisonous and deletereous quality, 
and it is not by this, but by their bitterness and 
primary qualities, that fishes are killed; but the 
contrary to me seems plain, from a story related 
by Arnatus. A certain schoohnaster asking for 
cubtbs from an ignorant apothecary, received 
these berries in their stead. \\ hen the schoolmas-* 
ter had greedily devoured three or four of them, 
he was seized with a nausea, hiccough, and anxi- 
ety, which symptoms, together with the danger 
tliey threatened, were immediately removed by 
administering a vomit : the reasoning is weak, 
and more about words than facts, and may be 
equally said of opium.; the absurdity of which i» 
evideiU.to all who know the nature and operation 
of hypnotics. 

This description of the Oriental Cocus,. I am 
indebted to the late ingenious Dr. Cook for, but I 
siust beg leave to make some observations, which 

seem 
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feem to have escaped the Doctor, and the great 
fiuthorities that be has quoted. 

1. I know from actual experience, that there 
needs no other process for making these berries 
up, than that which I have set down; as for the 
wheaten meal, which Mr. Ray mentions, it is to- 
tally useless, the plein berries pounded, and made 
into a paste by adding water, being a sufficient 
preparation. 

2. It not only depends upon the size of the 
fishes, but upon the quantity of the paste which 
they pick up, which makes these berries kill the 
fishes, or only renders them vertiginous or intox^ 

. icated; if you then take them out with a landing 
net, and put them into a sufficient quantity of wa- 
ter, those will soon recover who have only had a 
small share of the paste, and may be eaten when 
well gutted and cleaned, with the greatest safety. 

3. That these berries are of a deletere#us na- 
ture, is sufficiently obvious by what has been said 
before. A porter brewer in London, some time 
ago fprfeited a considerable sum for fining his li- 
quor with these berries. It is but necessary to 
know these secrets ; but I am sure no true lover 
of angling will ever make use. o( them. 

To take a Pike a$ be lies basking in March or 
August. 

Take a long pole or rod, that is light and 
straight, and on the small end fasten a running 
loop of twisted horsehair and ^ilk, of a large com- 
pass; which gently draw five 6r she inches over 
the gills, and then hoist him on shore as qmck as 

f possible. If it is a small one, draw it not on so 
iftr, and keep very silent; you may also take him 

with 
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with a hand net, by putting it nnder him very 
gently^ and then, taking him up as quick as yoa 
can. 

Ointments to allure Fishes to bite* 

As many of my brother anglers may wish to try 
the efficacy of chemicals^ towards encreasing their 
pastime^ I here present them with a few receipts, 
and leave them to make their trials as they please* 

Take gum-ivy^ and put a -good deal of it into a 
box made of oak^ and chafe and rub the inside of 
it with this gujn. When you angle put three or 
four worms into it> but they must not remain 
there long, for if they do it will kill them ; then 
i»ke them out and fish with them, putting more 
in their places as you want them out of your 
worm bag. Gum-ivy is a tear which which drops 
from the body of large ivy trees, being wounded, 
and is of a yellowish red colour, of a strong scent, 
and sharp taste; that which is sold in the shops 
is counterfeit, and good for nothing. Therefore, 
to get gum-ivy about M ich aelmas, oi* in the spring, 
drive several great nails into large ivy-stalks,wrig- 
gle the same till they become very loose, and let 
them remain, and the gum will issue thereout. 

Also slit several great ivy-stalks, at the time 
above-mentioned, and visit them once a month, 
and gather the gum which flows from the wounded 
part. This will very much improve- the angler's 
9uccess. Probatum est. 

Take assafoetida, three drachms, camphor, one 
ditto, Venice turpentine, one ditto, pound altoge- 
ther in a mortar, with some drops of the chemical 
eU of lavender, or spike. When you angle, anoint 
of your line with it, next your hook, 
client for trout in muddy water, and 
in clear, Probatum est. 

Assafcetida 
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Assafoetida grows in Media, Lybia, and Syria; 
it is a gummy juice of Laser, Laserpittiun, or Syt- 
pbion, gathered from the root or stalk when cut 
open ; chuse that which is pure, fine, and clammy, 
and smelling almost like garlic. It will keep 
many years, but is often adulterated by mixing 
meal, bran, and the gum Segapenum together. 

Camphor is a resinous gum, partly flowmg of its 
6wn accord, but chiefly by incision, from a tall 
tree growing in India: the Bornean Camphor is 
best. Chuse that which is white and clear like 
chrystal, strong scented, will easily crumble be- 
tween the fingers, and being set on fire is difficult 
to be extiriguisbed. There is a fictitious sort,which 
being put into a hot loaf will parch, biit the true 
win melt : it will keep many years in flax-seed if 
it is not exposed to the air, otherwise it will eva- 
porate and consume to nothing. 

Mr. Walton, in his Complete Angler, says, 
that if you dissolve gum-ivy in o\\ of spike, anomt 
your bait for a pike with it, that he will take it the 
sooner. 

I shall now give the reader the ne plus ultra of 
all these kinds of ointments, composed by Mons, 
Charrs, apothecary royal to Louis the Fourteenth. 
Take cat's fat, heron's fat, and the best assafoeti- 
da, of each two drachms, mummy, finely powder- 
ed, ditto, cummin seed, finely powdered, two 
scruples, and camphor, galbanum, and Venice 
turpentine, of each one arachm, and civet tWo 
grams. M ake them, secundum artem, into a thin- 
jiish ointment, with the chemical oils of lavender, 
aniseed, and camomile, and keep it in a narrow- 
mouthed, and well glazed gallipot, covered with 
a bladder and leather, and it will keep two years. 
When you want to use it, put some into a smaH 
taper pewter box^ and anoint your bait with it. 
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And about eight or nine inches of the line> and 
when h is washed off, repeat the unction. Proba^ 
turn est. 

** All arts and shapes^ the wily angler tries^ 

^ To cloak his fraud, and tempt tl^ finny prize: 

" Their' sight, their smell, he carefnUy explores, 

** And blends the druggist's and the chemist's stores ; 

** Devising still, with fancy ever new, 

^ Pastes^ oils, and unguents, of each scent and hue.'' 

How to make Fish-hooks. 

In order to make a good hook^ there arerequi* 
site a hammer^ a knife^ a pair of pincers^ an iron 
semi-cleam^ a file^ a wrest> a benaer, tongs^ both 
long and shorty an anvil and steel needles of dif- 
ferent sizes. Heat a needle of the size you want^ 
in a charcoal fire^ and raise the beard with your 
knife^then let it cool. Sharpen the pointy either 
'with a file or on a grindstone, then put it into the 
fire again and bend it into what shape yop please; 
make the upper part of the shank four square^ and 
file the edges smooth^ then put it into the fire a 
third time, and heat it gently; tak^ it out sudden- 
ly, and plunge it into water, and your operation 
is finished. 

Use not a small hook for great baits> nor a large 
one for small ones : — Barbels and cAu&r must have 
large ones, hut perches, tenches, breams, and eels, 
much smaller. Trouts in clear waters, gray ling&. 
salmon-smelts, roach and dace, ruffs and gudgeons, 
must have small hooks : and, though many angle 
for trouts with large books in thick waters, yet 
small ones are the best. Experience will point 
out the inconvenience of large hooks. — ^The nobU 
salmon alone juust have a large one* 

JGluf 
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A Glue for Jngling-rods. 

Pour some water on some quick lime^ until the 
ebullition ceases^ then pour the water from it, and 
boil your glue very gently with this water, and it 
will make a very good glue. 

j1 Receipt that renders Leather more capable to 
keep out Wet. 

As dry feet are very necessary to health, I have 
copied an excellent receipt for the angler's use, 
that will prevent his boots or shoes letting in wa- 
ter. Take a pint of lintseed oil, with half a pound 
of mutton suet, six or eight ounces of bees waxj 
and a halfpenny worth of rosin; boil all these im 
a pipkin together, and then let it cool till it be 
lukewarm; take a little hair brush, and lay it on 

{rour boots; but it is much better to be laid on the 
eather before the boots are made, and brushed 
with it once over when they are; as for your 
old boots or shoes, you must brush them with it 
when they are dry. As I am now acting the part 
of physician, let me advise you, whenever you 
are out in the heat of summer, fishing, and are 
thirsty, never to drink water, as the consequences 
arising from such an indiscretion may prove fa- 
tal ; but either take a little brandy or rum out 
with you, in a wicker bottle, or wait till you come 
to some house where you can have a little ; the 
effects it has of quenching the thirst, and cooling 
the body, are instantaneous. 

The angler being now furnished with every re- 
quisite for the art of ground angling, his strictly 
adhering to the theory laid down, in his practice^ 
is the only thing be has to do, and he may de- 
pend 
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pend on his endeavours being crowned with suc- 
cess. The second partof thi$ little essay will treat 
of artificial fiy-^shing, under every head that can 
prove of utility to tne angler; which certainly 
t>ears the bell in that delightful recreation, that 
adds strength and vigour to the body, keeps the. 
njind in a perfect state of serenity and tranquilli- 
ty^ and alleviates the cares and troubles attendant 
on mortality. 

In short, how delightful is every species of this 
diversion, in such a paradise as the Poet describes! 

Behind^ where alders from the weather screetiy 
Before the lawn presents its lengthened scene : 
Close on that side trills soft tlie emptying brook, 
' . ■ - . . . « »ing lulls o*< 



While this fresh woods and sloping mils o*erlookt 
Thick over head the rose and woo&ine meet, 
TJniting shade to shade, and sweet to sweet; 
The pea and blooming bean their odomrs )rield. 
And new-mown hay perfVumes the fragnmt field. 
To hear the nightin^e delights the meads, 
And grashoppers chirp shrill amid the reeds; 
While from tne pinfold, there, thelileeting sheep^ 
Cheer tiie still twilight, and divert ftom sleep; 
The gale's perfmne, the cc1k>*s mimic sound. 
The nightrbird*s song, and lowing kine around;, 
In hollow banks the hum of must'ring bees. 
And zephyrs whispVing soft amid the trees^ 



ENP OF Tap FIRST PART,^ 
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THK 



COMPLETE FLY-FISHER ; 

OE 

llVERY MAN HIS OWN FLY-MAKER. 



With pliant rod athwart the pebbled brook. 

Let me with judgment cast the feathered hool^ 

Silent along the mazy margin stray, 

And with the fur-wrought fly delude the prey. 

To frame the little animal, provide 

AH the gay hues that wait on female pride : 

Let Nature guide thee, sometimes golden wire 

The shining bellies of the fly require ; 

The peacock's plumes thy tackle must not fail. 

Nor tlje dear purchase of the sable's tail. 

Each gaudy bird some slender tribute brings. 

And lends the growing insect proper wing : 

Silks of all colours must their aid impart. 

And every fur promote the fisher's art. 

Oat, 
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COMPLETE FLY-FISHER, 

Sfc. Sfc. 



CHAP I. 



OBSERVATIONS CONCEKNING ARTIFICIAL FLY- 
ANGLING, WITH PROPER DIEECTIONS FOR THB 
angler's RODS, LINES, fyc. 

THE art of artificial fly-fishingy certainly has 
the pre-eminence over the other various me- 
thods that are used to take fishes in the art of 
angling. It requires a great deal of ingenuity 
and attention, and the variety, which attends 
it, make it one both pleasant and agreeable. 
The angler is not confined to any particular part 
of the water in fly-fishing, but roves from one 
place to another, trying his fortune, by throw- 
ing his flies into the different eddies, and the 
most likely places he meets with, to make a 
captive of . the speckled trout: enjoying at the 
same time the harmonious warblings of the nu- 
merous songsters of the groves : beholding the . 
diversity of the prospects spread around him, and 
gaining that heftlth and serenit}r of mind, not to 
be purchased by all the riches in the universe. 

The 
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The imiUtions of nature, in regard to the flies n>e* 
cessary for use suiting the different colours to ex- 
actly as toreseinble the natural fly ; and observ- 
ing the greatest nicety in regard to its yxmnetiy ; 
contribute to make it still more delightluK 
Whenever he makes a fly, let him have the 
natural one always before him, which will enable 
him to be a competent judge of tl^e materials most 
necessary to dub it with ; a list of which, and of 
the best way to make the Palmer and Majf-Jltfy 
(which are the ground of artificial fly-angling, I 
shall give him by andby ;) for if he is not able to 
make liis own flies, he never will be a «good fly- 
flsher, nor ex|>erience that pleasure, which ha 
wiU receive by taking fishes with one of his own 
making. He must never think a fly ill made, be-- 
cause it will not kill fishes as well as in any other 
river as that he particularly angles ia; because 
the same flies differ very much both in color and 
size in difterent counties ; besides which^^ics 
that will be taken on their peculiar water one 
year in April, will perhaps not be taken in the 
next till the middle of May, the whole depend* 
ing on the warmth or coldness of the season.— 
Mr. Taylor in liistreatise, where he describes tbfg, 
superiority of jiy-Ji^him^ to the other Iwranchelw. 
of angling, with gre^^t numour observes, that tbtf 
angler is surprised, at die manner in which thl||} 
Ji$h take ihejiies ; aad by seeing their surprizejfi* 
when they find they are hook^^ by rising at the t. 
Jlies { ! ! I sliall now proceed to give the aaglet 
a description of the rods and lines, bet calculated 
iox arlijiM Jh^fi^bing \ h^s before I do, shall 
make tKis one observation : that theory^ wit¥ 
out practice, can never make a man -a pre- 
ficient. 
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fio* and Une$ praptr for Artifiml Fhf- 

Ac for yottr artificial fly-rod^^ tbe direction* 
»; v^ in the ftrst part of this treatise are sufficicnti 
Llv be careful that the materials wliich it is com- 
!osed of are well seasoned, and fr^e U^ knots, 
Jad that the whole is exactly perfect in regard lo 

*^TKngth of the fly-rod is generalj. from 
•bout fourteen to seventeen teet long . ^f • . :, 
long enough for any one who uader4dj;J^ 
i«g°to throw tweve yards ofUoe, VitU^^^-^ 
aad seventeen withboth. '^^'^ J^^> 

To make a fty rod, that will \)^ ^ 
neat and pleasant in hand, you must rTk ^^T^ 
fellowing method : ''^^^e the 

t*. Procure a nice breadth of ash pl^jji. ^ 
knots, perfectly sound, and about sevenV,'^^ 
let it be turned in the lath ^cj as to run* f ^ ' 
the but end, which, should be so thid ^"'"^ 
Aanyoucanvjjtl^^j^^^ they haveu^.^" 

^^'^nem running glibby through the rings u 
^ By the line being made taper, you wi 
to throw it into suiy place you like with 
exactness, and it will fall much light 
water, which will very much increase y< 
The reader now being informed of th< 
lines best calculated iox artificial jly^Jtshi 
in the next chapter give him a list of t 
rials he must be in possession of befo 
tempts to make flies, and afterwards j 
the best instructions for making them. 



,'*Jlt Digitized by CjOOQIC 



ART OF AKGtING. 



CHAP. ri. 



A LIST OF THE MATERIALS NECESSARY FOR AN 
ANGLER TO HAVE, AND THE BEST METHOD TO 
'MAKE THE PALMER AND MAY FLY. 



Hog*s Dotsm, 

COMBED from the roots of the bristles of 
black J^edy whitish, and sandy-cpXoixxeA hogs; 
the white down you may have dyed to any colour 
you like. It is excellent dubbing, because it will 
stand the water and shines well. To be a com- 
petent judge of the real colour of any dubbing, 
you must hold it between the sun and your eyes. 
This is a standing rule when you imitate k fly* 

CameVi Hair, 

Of a dark and light colour, and one in the 
medium of both« 

Badgtr^s Hair, 

The brown soft fur which is on the skin^ and 
ihe blackest* 

Bear's Hair, 

Grey^ dun, light and dark coloured, bright 
-brown, and shining brown. 

SpanicFs 
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SpanicVs Hair, 

From the different parts x)f a spaniel, especi- 
ally from behind the ear, brown, dark brown, 
light brown, and black. 

Sheep^s fVool, 

Of-all colours, both natural and artificial; you 
may have it dyed to any colour. 

SeaFs Fur, 

To be had at the trunk-makers ; get it dyed 
from the lightest to the darkest brown, and you 
will find it much better dubbing than dovr or 
calves' hair. 

Mohairs, 

Of all colours, black, blue, purple, white, vio- 
let, yellow, and tawney, philomot from feuille . 
morte, a dead leaf; ancl Isabella, whiph is b. whi- 
tish yellow, or soiled buff colour. 

Cow*s Hair, 

The softest you can get from a black, brindled, 
and rew cow ; and of these colours, have brown^ 
dark brown, light brown, and black. 

Colt's or Calve^s Hair. 

These afford very good dubbing, and a variety, 

especially those hides that have been tewed, or 

dressed in a Skinner's lime pit; but, as I said be- 

E 2 fore, 



/ 
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fore, seal's fur dyed is much better than either 
cow'g or either of the hairs of these two ; because 
It is not so harsh, and dees liot require so much, 
trouble to work it on the hook ; and observe fur- 
ther, that this 'fur is for small flies, and hog*s 
down for large ones. 

Camlets, 

Both hair and worsted of all colours, blue, yel- 
low, dun, brown, dark brown light brown, red 
violet, purple, black, horse-flesh, pink, and 
orange. 

Furs, 

Off the squirrel, especially his tail ; a hare, the 
part off the neck which is a whithered fern colour; 
foxcub from the tail where it is downy and of an 
ash colour; an old fox, and old otter, otter-cub, 
fiitimart, or filitiert; a mole, a black cat'§ tail; a 
house-mouse, and water rat ; a marten, particularly 
from off the gills, or spots under the jaws, which 
is of a fine yellow. These are all to be had at 
the furriers. 

Hackles. 

These are the feathers that hang from the head 
of a cock, down his neck, and likewise near his 
. tail, they are particularly used in making the pal- 
mer fly; get the following colours of them, viz. 
red, dun^ yellowish, white, orange, and black ; let 
not thcfibres of them be above half an inch long. 
Whenever you meet with a cock, whose hackle is 
pf a strong brown red, buj him, and make the 

most 
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most of the hackles. Note, the feathers of a 
bantam or cock chick, are good for nothing. 

Feathers^ 

To make the -wings of artificial flies, &c. it is 
necessary to be provided with all kind of feathers ; 
procure therefore those from the back, and other 
parts of the wild mallard or drake ; of a partridge, 
particularly the red ones in the tail; those of a 
cock-pheasant's breast and tail ; also the wings 
of a stare or starling, jay, land-rail, black birdj 
throstle, field Fare, water-coot, and a brown hen ; 
likewise the top, or cop, of a pevit, plover, or 
lap-wing, peacocVs herl, green, copper-coloured, 
and white, also black ostrich's hen, arwi feathers 
from the neck and wings of a heron. Observe, 
that in many instances hereafter that you will 
meet with, where the mallard's feather is set 
down for the wings of an artificial fly, that the 
starling will be preferable, because it is of a 
finer grain, and will not imbibe the water so 
much. 

Carpets q,nd Blankets. 

There is very good dubbing to be got from 
blankets, also from an old Turkey carpet ; un- 
twist the yarn, and pick out the wool, then sepa- 
rate the colours, wrap them up in different pa- 
pers, and lay th^m by. 

Silks, S^c. 

Of all colours, straw silk, gold and silver flat- 
ted wire, or twist; hooks in small chip boxes^ 
with the number of the site of each marked on 
£ 3 the 
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the outside : wax of all colours, and needles ; a 
sharp pen-knife, and a small shsurp pair of scis« 
sars, made quite angular, witli large bows for 
the fingers. 

N. B. When you make the palmer-fly, suit the 
colour of the silk to the hackle you dub with ; a 
dun backle requires yellow silk ; a black hackle, 
sky«-«blue silk ; a brown, or red hackle, red silk ; 
when you make flies that are not palmers, dub 
with sUk that resembles the colour most predo- 
minant in the fly; and in making your flies, re- 
member to mix bear's hair and hog's down, with 
your other dirbbihg, because they repel the wa- 
ter; make your flies alw6,ys in hot sun-shhiy 
weather, for your waxed silk will then draw 
jbindiy; and When you take the dubbing to imi- 
tate a fly, always wet it, and then y6u will be 
perfect in j-our imitation; for although the dub- 
bing when dry may suit, yet when it in wet it 
may be quite another colour. Marten's fur 10 
the* best yellow you can use, 

How to make the Palmer and May-Fly. 

First lay all the materials by the side of you, 
viz. half a yard of fine round even silk worm gut: 
half a yard of red silk^ well w^xed with wax of 
the same colour; a hook, the size No. 6: a nee- 
dle ; some strands of an osLiich's feather, and 
a fine red hackle : then take the hook, and. hold 
it by the bend, between the fore-finger and 
thumb of your left hand, with the shank to- 
wards your right hand, and with the point and 
beard of your hook not under your fingers, 
but nearly parallel with the tops of them : after- 
YfOfc^ take the silk, and hold it likewise about 
tlao loiddle of it, with your hook, one part laying 
^. M ■ alongr 
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tilong the inside of it to your left hand/the other 
to the right ; then take that part of the silk which 
lies towards your right hand, between the fore 
finger and thumb of that hand, and holding that 

f)airt towards your left, tiglit along the inside of the 
look, whip that to the right, three or four times 
round the shank of the hook towards the right 
hand ; after which take the silk zoormgut, and lay 
either of its ends along the inside of the shank of 
the hook, till it comes near the bend of it : then 
hold the hook, silk, and gut, tight between the . 
fore-finger and thumb of your left hand, and af- 
terwards give that part of the silk to your right 
hand, three or four whips more over both hook 
and gut till it comes near the end of the shank, 
and make a loop and faaten it tight : then whip 
it neatly again over both silk, gut, and hook, tili' 
it comes near the bend of the look : after which 
make another loop, and fasten it again: then, if 
the gut shotild reach farther than the bend of the 
hook, cut it off, and your hook will be whipped on, 
and the parts of the silk haiig from the bend of it. 
Having proceed so far, wax the longest end of 
the silk again, and take three or four strands of an 
ostrich's feather, and holding them and the hook, 
as in the first position, the feathers to the left hand, 
and the roots of theni in the bend of the hook, with 
the silk that you waxed last, whip them three or 
four times round, make a loop, and fasten them 
tight ; then turning the strands to the right hand, ' 
and twisting them and the silk together, with the 
fore-finger and thumb of your right hatid, wind 
them round the shank of the hook till you come to , 
the place where you first fastened, then make a 
loop, and fasten them again ; if the strands should 
not be long enough to wind as far as is necessary 

E 4 round 
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ronnd the &hank^ when the silk gets bare yottmnst 
twist others on it. Having performed this, take 
your scksars and cut the body of tire palmer into 
an oval form, that is, small at the bend and the 
end of the shank, but full in the centre; do not cut 
too.much of' the dubbing oflf. Now both the ends of 
the silk are separated, one at the bend, Miotherat 
the end of the shank, wax them both again ; then 
take the hackle, hold the small end of it between 
the fore-finger and thurabof your left hand, and 
stroke the fibres of it ^^ith those of your right the 
contrary way from which they are formed; hold 
'j'our hook as in the first position, and place the 
point of the hackle in its bend, with that sicfc 
which grows nearest the cock upwards, and then 
whip it tight to the hook ; but in fastening it, 
tie as few fibres in as you caa possibly avoid : the 
hackle being f^t, take it by the great end, and 
keeping the side nearest the cock to the left hand> 
begin with your right hand to wind it up the 
shank upon the dubbing, stopping every seconcji 
tuna, and holding what you have wound tight 
with your left fingers, whilst with the needle you 
pick out the fibres you will unavoidably take in ; 
proceed in this manner till you come to the place 
where you first fastened, and where an end of the 
silk is : then clip off those fibres of the hackle 
VrhicI;^ you held between your finger and thumb, 
close to the stem, and hold the stem close to the 
hook ; afterwards tak^ the silk in your right hand, 
and whip the stem very fast to the hook ; then 
make a loop, and fasten it tight: take your pen- 
knife, and if that part of she stem next the shank 
of the hook is as long as a part of the book which 
is tiare, pare it it fine, wax your silk, and bind it 
neatly on the remaining bare part of the hook ; 
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thep fasten the silk tight, and spread some Aoe- 
maker's wax very lightly on your last bindinc ; 
after that clip off the ends of the remaining silk, 
both at the shank and bend of the hook,, and all 
fibres that start or stand ill-conditioned, and the 
whole is completed. 

This is called the palmer-fly or plain hackle^ 
and may, instead of the ostrich's feather above- 
mentioned, be dubbed with black spaniel's fur, 
and is a very excent killer. There are three more 
palmers, which are all to be made in the same 
manner as I have laid down, only with diflFerent 
articles, which are as follows ; , . 

Great Palmer, or Hackle. i, 

Dubbed the same as the plain hackl& with the 
strands off an ostrich's feather, or a black spd- 
. niel's fur, and warped with red peacock's haCKii, 
xmtrimmed, that is, leaving the whole length of 
the hackle staring out (for sometimes the fibres^-of 
the hiackle are to be shortened ail over, some- 
times barbed only a little, and sometimes close 
underneath) leaving the whole length of filnresoti 
the top, or back of the fly, which nlakes it swim 
better, and, on a whirling ground water, kills 
great fish. Your hook for this^palmer. No. 5* 

Golden Palmer, or Hackle* 

The same dubbing, ribbed with gold twist, and!a 
red hackle over alL 

'- • . '■ 

Silver Hackle. 

■ ' -r 

Made with a'black body also, silver twist over 
that^ and a red hackle over all. 

b5 The 
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The variation that is to be observed in making 
the gold and silver palmers iff this, that when you 
^^hip the end of the hackk to the bend of the 
hooK, you must also do the same to the gold or 
silV6r twhty and first wind either of them on the 
-dubbing, observing that they lie flat on it, and 
then fasten- off; afterwards proceed with the 
liacfele as directed : or you may wind the hackle 
'<^n the dubbing first, and rib the body with either 
of the twists afterwards. 

Tliese are the standard hackles in flv-fishing, 

and Urfc taken any month in' the year, n-om nine, 

to eleven in the morning, and from one to three 

in the evening and upon any water ; though you 

must have differeht sizes of them, and dubbed 

Mfttbi tlKfife*'€»l colwrs> that you may always . 

>be4ible to SNit either e cleajror a dark water, or a 

,bltgkt a^ clo«dy ataiosphere ; observing,^' that 

'small light^i:^Qlonred flies are for clear waters and 

flkiesi anfd the largest for dark and cloudy ones. 

. /TJbe^e fahncr$ {^ I said before) being tak^i 

icv^y wwMi ih in tlite year, when I come to treat of 

(tJie jfliciB iproper f(Mr each month, I shall not take 

iahy notioe again of the four which I have 

. f et down, foftr that woitld be totally unnecessary ^ 

but the dtbers that deviate in their size and dub- 

bififf from the general rule, will be fully expressed.. 

1 he angler sbonH always try the f aimers firsts 
when he fishes in a river that he^s unaccustomed- 
*^to ; arid eveti in that which he constantly uses, 
without he knows what fly is on the Water, and. 
they should never be changed till he does ; the only 
way to come to the true knowledge of which, he 
must observe an old-established riile laid down for 
that purpose ; and as it is poetically described by. 
.Mf . Gay, I shall give it him in that dress. 

Mark 
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Mark well the various seasons of the year. 

How the succeeding insect race appear.; ^ 

In thisrevolvingmoon one colour reij^ns, 

Which in the next the fickle trout disdains. 

Oft have I seen a skilful angler tiy 

The various colours of the treach'rous flv ;, 

When he with fruitless pain hath skimn^ d the brook. 

And the coy fish rejects the skipping hook, 

He shakes the boughs, that on the margin grow. 

Which o'er the stream a waving forest throw ; 

When if an insect fall (his certain guide) 

He gently takes him from the whirnng tide : 

Examines well his form with curious e^es, 

His gaudy vest, wings, his horns, and size ; 

Then round his hook the cliosen fiir he winds,' 

And on the back a speckled feather binds ; 

So just the colours shine through ev'ry part, 

That Nature seems to live again in art. 



The best Method to make an Artificial fly, n6t nr 
Palmer. 

First hold yoiir hook fast betwixt the fore- 
finger and thumb of your left hand, with the 
back of the shank upwards, and the point to- 
wards your right hand ; then take a strong 
small silk, of the colour most predominant in 
the fly you intend to make, wax it well with the 
wax of the same colour, and draw it between your 
finger and thumb to the head of the shank, then 
whip it twice or thrice about the bare hook, whidh 
prevents it slipping, and the shank of the hook 
from cutting the gut : which being done, take 
your gut and draw it likewise between your fin- 
ger and thumb, holding the hook so fast as only 
to suffer it to pass by, till the end of the gut is 
e6' near 
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near tlie middle of the shank of the hook^ on ther 
inside of it ; then whip the silk twice or thrice 
about both gut and hook^ as hard as the strength 
of the silk will permit; after that take the wings, 
whieh before you began to make your fly you had 
stripped off the stem tor its wings, and proportional 
* to it, and which lie with your other materials by 
you, (as they always should before you begin) and 
place that side downwards which grew uppermost 
before,, upon the back of the h^k, leaving so- 
much qply^ to serve for the length of the wings 
of the point of the plume, laying it reversed from 
the end of the shank upwards; then whip your 
silk twice or thrice about the root^nd of the fea^ 
ther,. gut, and hook ; which being done, clip off 
the- root-end of the feather close by the arming,, 
and then whip the silk fast and firm about the 
hook and gut till you come to the bend of it ; and 
then, if the gut goes beyond the bend of the hookv. 
cuiit off, and make all fast: take then the dub- 
bing which is to make the body of your fly^ as, 
much, as you think will do, and holding it lightly 
with your hoojc., between the finger ana> thumb of 
yourleft band, take the silk with the right, anA 
twisting it between the finger and thumb of that 
hand> the dubbing, will spin itself about the silk^ 
tfhich^ when it. has done> whip it about the armed 
hook> till you come to the setting on of the wings ^ 
afterwards take the feather for the wings divide, it 
into two equal parts, and/turn them haektowards^ 
the bend of the hook^the one on the one side, the 
other on ttieather side of the $hank,)H>lding them 
fast in that postui'e>. between the fore-fingei^ and 
tii^mb of your left hand ; which being done, warp 
theaxso down as to stand, and slope towards the- 
Inend of tbehook^audhayingwaf^duptotheend 

o£ 
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of the shank, hold the fly fast between the finger 
and thumb of your left hand^ and then take the 
silkbetween those of your right, and where the 
warping ends, pinch or nip it with your thumb- 
nail against your finger, and strip away the re- 
mainder of your dubbing from the silk, which wax 
again, and then with the silk which is newly 
waxed and bare, whip it once or twice about, 
make the wings stand properly, then fasten and cut 
it off: after whrch, with the point of a needle, 
raise up the dubbing gently from the warp, twitch 
off the superfluous hairs of your dubbing, leave 
the wings, of an equal length, (or your fly will ne- 
ver swim true) and the whole is completed. 

In this manner you are to make the May-^y, 
or Green-drake, and all other flies that are not 
palmers ; the materials to make the green drake 
are the following: Your hook must be No. 5, and 

f^ou must have the white-grey feather of a malr 
ard for the wings, dyed yellow ; the dubbing ea- 
rners hair, bright bear's hair, yellow camlet, and 
the soft down that is combed from the bristles of 
a hog, well mixed together, the body must be 
long, and ribbed about with green silk, or rather 
yellow, waxed with green wax, and three Jong 
hairs for his tail, from those off a sable's. 

Or, the May "fly may be dubbed after this me- 
thod. The body of seal's ftir, or yellow mohair> 
a little fox-cub dow.ii, and hog^s down, or light 
brown from a turkey carpet, mixed together, warp 
with green and yellow, pale yellow, or red 
cock's hackle under the wings, which are to be 
the same as in the other method of dubbing it. 

As I shall not mention the green-dtakt when I 
come to describe the other flies taken in the month 
of May, I will here give jou every particular con- 
cerning 
\ 
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cerning it. H« comes on the water the twentieth 
of that months and is* taken allday loas, but best 
firbm two to four in the evenings and Icills most 
fish from the end of May to the ninth of June. 

' How to di/etheMullarcTsfoatier ifelioxa. 

Take the root of a Barbary tree^ and shave it,, 
and put to it woody viss, with as much alum as a 
wahuit, and boil your feathers in it with rain wa- 
ter, and diey will be of a fine yellow; or get a lit- 
tle weld and recou,^ and boil your feathers with' 
them,, and it will answer the same purpose. 



€HAP. III. 

THE" NAM^S AND THE BEST^MANNEIt OF DUB- 
BING THE DIKFEBENT ARTIFICIAL FLIES,, 
WHICH ABB GENEBALLY KNOWN, AND WILL 
KILLFISHESON AN Y WATEB,FBOM THE BEGIN- 
NING OF MABCH TO THE END OF aEPTEMBEE.- 

T SHALL begin fly.fishing with the month of 
;*- March, that being soon enough to throw 
a fly on the water ; nay, in some years is too' 
sooji, owing to the backwardness of the sea- 
son. The inclemency of the weather, before 
that time, renders the attempt not only un- 
pleasant^ but fruitless, to endeavour to take 
fishes with the fly ; and the risk a man runs of im- 
pairing his healtf), before the weather is mild apd 
temperate^ forms an objection more strongly 

against 
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against it. Let an angler be ever so fond of fly- 
fishings he will certainly have enough, perhaps a 
satiety, between the months of March and Sep- 
tember ; besides the mind of man is fond of vari- 
ety, and there are amusements of the field very 
pleasant and condpcive to health ; for I myself 
am entirely of Terence's opinion, that 

jidprimi in vita este utile, ut nequid nimis. 



MARCH. 



tHE PALir^RS. 



1. The Dark Brown. 

2. The Great Whirling 

Dun. 

3. The Early Bright 

Brown. 



4. The Thorn^ or Hxtw^ 

thorn Tree-Fly. 

5. The Blue Dun. 

6. The-Utile Black Gnat.. 

7. The late bright Br wm.. 



I. Dubbed wilJi the brown hair off the shank 
©f a brincHed cow, and the grey feather of a^ 
drake for wings. 

£. Dubbed with the fiir from the bottojm Qf a 
souirrel's tail, and the wings off the grey feather 
of a drake. Or, dubbed with squirrel's fur, mixed^ 
with about a sixth part of fine hoe's down> the 
win^ of a pale orange colour, taken from the- 

![ailT feather oS a ruddy hen, the head to be 
iastened with ash-coloured silk^ and a red UQ- 
barbed cock'* hackle may be warped under the 
wings, and a turn or two lower towards his tail,. 
This is a very kiliingjly, and is taken best late in^ 
the evening of' a blustering warm day. 

3. Dubbed with the brown hair off a spatticl^ 
taken from behind the ear^oi with that oS a red 

cow's^ 
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cow's flank ; the wings, the grey feather off a 
wild drake, 

. 4. Dubbed with seaVs fur, dyed a perfect black, 
mixed vfith a little Isabellas-coloured mohair, the 
body made small, and the wings off a bright mal- 
lard's feather. J killingjiy: 

5* Dubbed with the down combed from the 
neck of a black greyhound, or the roots of a fox- 
cub's-tail, mixed with a little blue violet worsted, 
upon a hook, the size No. 9« the wines off the 
pale part of a starling's feather. This fly is a kiU 
ling fly y and is taken from eight to eleven, and 
from one to three. 

6. Dubbed with black mohair, upon a hook 
the size No. 9. and the wings the lightest pajt 
off a starling's feather. 

7. Dubbed with the hair off a cow, or calfs 
hide, which has been drest in a skinner's lime- 
pit ; if you hold it between your eyes and the sun, 
it will appear of a bright gold, or amber colour; 
the wings off a feather of a brown hen. 



APRIL. 



PALMERS* 



1. The Dark Brovm. " 

2. The Violet Fly. 

3. The UttU WiirUng 

Dun. 



4. The Yellow Dm. 

5. The Horseflesh Ffy. 

6. The small Bright 

Brown. 



\. Dubbed on a small hook. No. d. or 9, with 
brown seal's fur, or with brown spaniel's fiir, 
thatlooks ruddy, by beingexposed to the weather, 
nixed with a httle violet camlet^ warp with yel- 

law 
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low silk, and ihe wings off the grey feather o> 
a mallard. 

Kills best from eight to eleven. 

2 Dubbed with dark violet stuff, and a little 
dun bear's hair mixed with it j the wings, off the 
grey feather of a mallard. 

Kills very 'wellfrom the sixth to the tenth of this month, 

3. Dubbed with fox-cub down, ash-coloured at 
the roots, next the skin ; ribbed about with yel- 
low silk, the wings off a pale grey feather of a 
mallard. Or, dubbed with the same down, and a 
little ruddy brown mixed, warped with grey, or 
ruddy silk, a red hackle, under the wings, which 
must be made from the feather of a land-rail, or 
ruddy brown chicken, which is better. 

Thisjly comes on the •water the twelfth of tMs months 
end is taken in the middle of the day, atl the month through^ 
ttnd in hltistering weather to the end of June, 

4. Dubbed with camel's hair, and marten's yel- 
low fur, mixed together; or with a small quantity 
of pale yellow cruel, mixed with fox-cub doWn 
from the tail, warped with yellow silk ; and the 
wings off a pale starling's feaifeer. 

This fly is taken from eight to eleven , and from two ta 
four, 

5. Dubbed with blue mohair, and with pink 
and red colour tammy y mixed, a brown head and 
light'coloured wings. 

Thi^fly is taken all the month two hours before sunset 
till twilight. 

. 6. Dubbed with spaniel's fur, the wing's the 
lightest part off a stare's feather. 

Taken very mil in a bright day and dear water^ 



MAY, 
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MAY. 
PALMERS. 

The May-fly, 

J. The Dun Cut. \ 5. The Grey Drake. 

2 The Stonc'fly. \ 6. The Camlet-fly. 

3. The Black May-fly. 7. The Cow-Dung-fly. 

4. Little Yellow May-fly.- \ 

•1. Dubbed with beards hair, of a brownish co- 
lour^ with a little blue and yellow mixed with it ; 
the wings off a brown hen> and two horns at the 
head from the hairs off a souirrel's tail. Or^ dub- 
bed with bear's cub ftir^ a little yellow and green 
cruel mixed with it, warped with vellow, or 
ffrieen; wings off a land-rail. -4 great Killer in the 
evening of a showery day. 

\ 2. Dubbed with dun bear's hair, mixed with a 
httle brown and yellow camlet, so placed that 
the fly may be more yellow on the belly, and to- 
wards the tail, than any whereelse ; place two or 
three hairs off a black cat's beard on the top of the 
hook, in the arming it, in such a manner that 
they may be turned up when you warp on the 
dubbing and stand almost upright, and start 
one from the other, rib the body with yellow 
silk, and make the wings very large off the 
dark grey feathers of a mallard. The hook No. 3. 
This is a very great killer ^ and comes on the water about 
the middle rf Aprils and continues till the end end of 
June ; it is generally used in swift streams, but if there it 
a good wind stirring it will be taken in the deeps; it it 
taken but indifferently in the middle of the day^ but ex« 



cellently late and early. 



3. Dubbed 
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3. Dubbed with the strands off a black ostrich's 
feather, ribbed with silver twist, and a black 
cock's hackle over all. 

A good killer, but not to be compared mth the Green^ 
Drake, or Stone-Jly. 

4. Dubbed with yellow camlet, orjyrellow mar- 
ten's fur, the wings of a mallard's feather dyed 
yellow. This fly is to be made very small, but 
exactly in the shape of the gieen drake. 

5. Dubbed with whitish hog's down, mixed 
with black spaniel's fur, ribbed with black silk : 
black cat's beard for the whisk's of the tail, and 
the winffs off the black grey feather of a mallard*. 
Or, dubbed with white ostrich's feather; the end 
of the body towards the tail, off peacock's herl, 
warping of ash-colour, with silver twist, and black 
hackle, and the wings a dark grey feather of a 
mallard. 

A very kilUngJli/, especially tawardi an evenings when 
tkeJiBhes are glutted •with the green drake, 

6. Dubbed with dark brown shining camlet, 
ribbed over with very small green silk, and the 
wings off the double grey feather of a mallard. 

It xvill kill tmall Jishes, and co/itinufs till the end of 
June, 

7. Dubbed with light brown and yellow mixed 
or dirty lemon-coloured mohair, with the same 
coloured hackle under the wings, which may be 
either made of the feather off a land-rail, or a 
dark grey feather of a mallard. 

The size of the hook. No. 7. 
Thi^ ^/it/ is used in cold ulndi/ d>n's. 



JUNE. 
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JUNE. 

THE PALMERS. 



1. The Ant Fly. \ 4. The Brown Palmer. 

2- The PurpIeGoldPalmer. \ 5. The Gnat Red Spinnen 
3. The Little Black Gnat, \ 6. The Small Red Spinner. 



1. Dubbed with brown and red camlet mixed; 
the wings the pale part off a starling's feather. 

2. Dubbed with purple mohair^ ribbed with 
gold twist, and red cock's hackle over all. 

3. Dubbed with the black strands off an ostriches 
feather, upon a hook the size No. 9. and the 
wings off the lightest part of a starling's feather. 

A great killer after a shoxoer of rain, especially in an 
evening* 

4. Dubbed With light brown seal's hair, war- 
ped with ash coloured silk, and a red hackle 
over all. 

5. Dubbed with seal's fur dyed red, and brown 
bear's hair mixed together, but there must be 
bear's hair sufficient to make the body appear of 
a dullish red; ribbed with gold twist, the wings off 
a stare'5 feather; and red cock*s hackle over the 
dubbing. The hook. No. 7, 

Tkis Jiy kills very well till the latter end of August 
from six o'clock till twilight upon a dark coloured water- 

6. Dubbed with the yellow off a spaniel, taken 
from behind the ear, ribbed with gold twist, a red 
hackle over all, and the; wing's off a starling's 
feather. The hook, Nq. 8 or 9. 

This fly kills exactly at the same time the other spin^ 
ner does, but when the x^ater is very clear ^ 



JULY. 
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JULY. 



THE PALMERS. 



1. The Ba<Ig€r Fli/. 

2. l^he Orattge Tly. 

3. The Wast Fly. 



4. The Black Palmer. 

5. TheBlacLSilverPalmef. 

6. The Julj/ Dun. 



1. Dubbed witl> the softbrown ftir off a bad- 
ger's skin, warped with red silk, the wings off the 
dark grey feather of a mallard ; the'liead must be 
red. 

This fly is an excellent killer ^ and in some rivers is taken 
in March and April. 

2. Dubbed with orange coloured wool ; the 
wings off the feather of a black-bird's wing. Or, 
dubbed with raw orange silk, warped with silk of 
the same colour, ribbed with gold twist, and a 
black or red hackle over all. 

' Thisjiy is taken in June when the May-fiy is ovei', in 
hot gloomy weather, and till the end of this month. 

3. Dubbed with brown bear's hair, or the fur 
off a black cat's tail ; ribbed with yellow silk ; and 
the wings off the pale feather of a stare's wing. 

4. Dubbed with the herl off a copper^coloured 
peacock's feather, wich a black cock's hackle 
over it. 

5. Dubbed the same as the Black Palmer; rib- 
bed with silver twist, and black hackle over all. 

6. Dubbed with the down off a water-mouse, 
mixed with bluish dyed seal's fur; or, dubbed 
with the fur off a mole, mixed with a little mar- 
ten's fur; warped with ash-coloured silk; the . 
wines off the feather of a blue pigeon's wing* 4 
good killex. The size of the hook. No. 9- 

AUGUST^ 
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AUGUST. 
THE PALMERS. 

1. The Laie Ant Tly, \ 4. The Hearth Tly. 

2. The Tern Fly. 5. The Fale Blue. 

8. The White Palmer. \ 6, The Harry Long Legs. 

1. J)ubbe4 with the hair off a cow thatia of a 
blackish brown ; warp some red in for the tag of 
his tail, the wings oflF the feather of a brown hen. 
An excellent killer. 

2. Dubbed with the fur off a hare's neck of a 
fern colour ; the wings off a darkish grey feather 
off a mallard's. 

3. Dubbed with the white herl off a peacock's 
feather, and a white hackle over all. 

4. Dubbed with the wool off an aged black ewe, 
mixed with some grey colt's hair; the wings off 
those of a starling's. 

5. Dubbed with very light blue fur, mixed 
with a little yellow marten's fur, and a blue 
hackle over all, the wings off the feather of a blue 
pigeon. ' 

A very killing Jly from ten in the morning till three in 
the evening. The hooky No. 3. 

6. Dubbed with darkish bear's hair, mixed 
with a little blue wool, and a brown hackle over 
all. Or dubbed with lightish bear's hair, mixed 
with a few hairs of light blue mohair, and a little 
fo3(-cub down, warped with light grey or pale 
blue silk, and a dunnish hackle over all; the 
head made large. 

Taken chiffly in a cloudy windy day. The hooky No. 5. 
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PEACOCK HACKLB^ &C. II9 

SEPTEMBER- 

THE PALMERS. » 

1. The Feacach Hackle. | 3. The Late Badger. 

2, The Camel Brown. \ 4. The September's Dun^ 

1. Dubbed with peacock's ruddy herl; warped 
with green silk, and a red cock's hackle over all. 

2. l)ubbed with the hair pulled out of the lime 
of an old wall ; warped with red silk, and the 
wings off the darkish grey feather of a mallard. 

3. Dubbed with the fur off a black badger's 
skin, mixed with the softest yellow down off a 
sanded hog, and the wings off the feather of a 
dark grey mallard. 

. 4. JJubbedwith the down off a mouse; warped 
with sad ash-coloured silk; and the wings off the 
dark-coloured feather of a stare's. The hook. No. 9, 

I have §iven the reader forty-seven of the best 
flies used m Jly-fishingy and what are generally 
known ; with the best methods of dubbing them ; 
and which, if he pays attention to, and makes his 
exceptions with judgment, he may in time be- 
CQfmt aa excellent fly-fisher. 
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A Selection from the foregoing List of Flies, that 
zcill kill Fish in any part ofEnglemd and Walti, 
particularly Trout. 

THE PALMERS. 



5. Great Dvn. 

6. Dark Brown. 

7. Early Bright Brown. 

8. Late ditto. 

9. B/ack Gnat. 

10. Yellow Dun. 

11. Great JVhirUng Dun, 

12. Little ditto. 

13. Dun Cut. 



U. Mdy Fly* 

15. Grey Drake 

16. Camlet Fly. 

17. Cow'dung Fly. 
IS. Little Ant Fly. 

1 9. Badger Fly. 

20. Fern Fly. 

21. Stone Fly, 



N, B. There are two salmon-^ies, which are the 
principal ones, called theDragon and King's-^sher, 
about two inches long, which may be made ac- 
cording to fancy; but of the most gaudy feathers 
there are, especially the peacock's, for they will 
rise at any thing gaudy, and, where there are 
plent}', at Trout-flies. '^ 

There are likewise two moths which I have 
omittfed, great killers about twilight in a seren^ 
evening; and the humblc'bee^ a famous chub- 
killer, anv time of the day. They are dubbed 
in the following manner: 

The brown-moth — the wings off the feather of 
a brown owl; dubbed with light mohair, with a 
dark grizzle cock's hackle for the legs ; and a 
red-head. 

T!\i€^white'moth — dubbed with the white strands 
of an ostrich's feather; wings off the feather of a 

white 
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ir&itfe ptgebn's wing ; a white backle for the legs, 
ond a black head. The hooks for both. No. 2. 

The humble-bee— -dnhhed with black spaniel's 
fur; a black cock's hackle over that; the tag of 
the tail to be of a deep orange colour; ahd the 
wings off the feather of a croATs wing. The hool^ 
No.a. . 



CHAP. IV. 



THE list of flies which I have given the an- 
gler, he may depend are the standard for 
artificial fly-fishing; but as I am willing to give 
him as much scope as possible, to enable him to 
become an adept in this pleasant and ingenious 
recreation, I here present him with a second 
list, which he must make use of as his experience 
in artificial fly-fishing increases : and I dare affirm> 
that if he mKkes a judicious application of this 
and the former list, and observes the rules laid 
down for the weather, proper for this sport, h^ 
will never go home with an empty pannier. 

The Red Fly. 

Comes on abeut the mindle of February, and 
continues till the end of March : its wings are " 
made artificially, of a dark drake's feather; the 
body of the red part of squirrel's fur, with the red 
hackle of a cock, wrapped twice or thrice under 
the but of the wing; has four wings, and gene- 
raliy flutters upon the surface of the water, which 
f? tempts 
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tempts the fislves^ and makes tbem take, it the 
more eager. The size of the hook^ No. 6. 

The Blue Dun Fly. 

Comes on the beginning of March, and conti- 
nues till the middle of April; its wings are made 
of a feather out of the starling's wing, or the blue 
ieathers that grow under the wing of a duck wid- 
geon ; the body is made of the blue fur off a fox, 
or the blue part of a squirrers for, mixed with a 
little yellow mohair, and a fine blue cock's hackle 
wrapped over the body, in imitation of the legs: 
as it swims down the water, its wings stand up- 
right on its back; its tail forked, and of the same 
colour of its wings. It appears on the water about 
ten o'clock in the forenoon, and continues till 
about three in the afternoon ; but the principal 
time of the day is froi^ twelve till two, the flies 
then come down in great quantities, and are al- 
ways more plentiful in dark, cold, gloomy days, 
than in bright sun-shiny weather. JTour mom'- 
itfg's Jishingy till thejiies come on, skould be with 
the zcomi or minnow ; the size of the hook thisjly 
is made on, is No. 7 ; bnt if the mater is very low 
and fine y No. B. 

The Brown Fly, or Dun Drake. 

Comes on about the middle of March, and con- 
tinues till the latter end of April; its wings are 
made off the feather of a pheasant's wing, which 
is full of fine shade, and exactly resembles the 
wing of the fly ; the body is made of the bright 
part of hare's fur, mixed with a little of the red 
part of squirrel's fur, ribbed with yellow silk, and 
a partridge's hackle wrapt over twice or thrice 

vnder 
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under the but of the wing : as it swims down the 
water, its wings stand upright upon its back, itd 
tail is forked, and the colour of its wings: it comes 
upon the water about eleven o'clock, and conti- 
nues on till two, appearing on the water in shoals, 
or great quantities ; in dark gloomy days, atth^ 
approach of the least gleam of sun, it is amazing^ 
to see, in a moment's time, the surface of the 
water almost covered with ten thousands of these 
pretty little flying insects, and the fishes rising* 
and sporting at them, insomuch that you would 
think the whole river was alive; it is a pleasing 
tight to the angler, and affords him great diver- 
sion; in this manner they appear ou the water 
every successive day, till the end of their dura- 
tion. The blue dun, and the browii, are both on 
at the same time, the blues are most plentiful in 
cold and dark days, and the browns in warm and 

floomy days ; though I have often seen blues, 
rowns, and granams, on at the same time, when 
they have refused the other two sorts, and have 
taken the browns only : there cannot be too much 
said in commendation of this fly, both for its du- 
ration, and the sport it affords the angler: The 
dze of the hook it is made on, is ISo. 6. 

The Granamjlyy or Green-taiL 

Comes on about the beginning of April> if the 
weather is warm, being a very tender fly, and can- 
not endure the cold. When they first appear on 
the water, they do so in ^eat (quantities, in bright 
mornings: you may begin to fish with them from 
six o'clock in the morning till eleven ; then you 
will find the browns came on, which you must 
use^ as the fish will not touch the granams a&long 
F 2 * as 
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as the browns continue ; about five olclock in the 
evening you may use the granams again virith suc- 
cess, the browns having then totally disappeared 
tor that day. The granam-ily is a four-winged 
fly: as it swims down the water its wings lie flat 
on its back, it has a small bunch of eggs, of a 
)2:reen colour, which gives it the name of the 
iireentail'Jiy ; as soon as it liehts on the water, it 
drops its eggs ; it is of short duration, not lasting 
above a week, and then totally disappears for that 
year. The wings are made from a feather out of 
the wing of a partridge or pheasant, which is 
shaded like the wing of the fly; the body is made 
x>f the fur from a hare's face, or ear, and a griz- 
zled hackle of a cock wrapt under the but ot the 
wings. The hook, No. 8. 



The Spider Flif. 

Comes on about the twentieth of April, if the 
weatlier is warm, and continues on about a fort- 
night : they are bred in beds of gravel by the 
water side, where you may find them in bunches 
engendering, to prepare for their production the 
next year: m cold and stormy aays they hide 
themselves in the gravel, not being able to endure 
cold. You may fish with it from sun rise till sun 
^t ; being a very killing fly, too much cannot be 
6aid in its praise* The wings are made from a 
woodcock's fettther, out of the but of the wing ; 
the body of lead-coloured silk, with a black cock's 
hackle wrapt twice or thrice under the wings. 
Thufly cannot be made toofne. The hook, No. 8, 
or 9* 

Th€ 
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The Black Caterpillar. 

Comes on about the beginning of May, and 
continues on about ^ fortnight, and is to be iished 
with after hot sun shiny mornings; if winds and 
clouds appear, they then grow weak for want of 
the sun, and fall upon tlie waters in great quanti-' 
ties. The wings^ are made from a feather out of 
a jay's wing, the body of an ostrich's feather, 
which is preferable to the plover's, and fine blacK 
cock's hackle wrapt over the body. It is a very 
killing Jly in small brooks. The hook, No. 7. 

The Little Iron-blue-Jty. 

Comes on about the seventh of May, and con- 
tinues on till the middle of June. In cold stormy 
days they come down the waters in great quanti-* 
lies, but in warm days there are but few to be seen. 
As it swims down the water, its wings stand up- 
xiffht on its back ; its tail is forked, and the colour 
otits wings : it is a neat curious fly, and cannot 
be made too fiqe, it is to be fished with from 
about eleven o'clock in the forenoon till three in 
the afternoon. When these fljes are on, the fishes 
refuse every other sort, and take these only, every 
sort of 'fish being fond of them. The wings are 
made from a cormorant's feather that grows un 
der the wing, or off the feather of a dark blue-hen. 
that grows on the body, under the wings; the 
body is made of water-rat's fur, ribbed with yel- 
low silk, and a sooty blue hackle of a cock, wrapt 
over the body. The hook, No 8 or 9- 

F 3 27ie 
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The Yellow Sally Fly. ■ 

Comes on about the twentieth of MaVj and 
continues on till about the tenth or twelfth of 
June, [t is a four winged fly; as it swims down 
the water its wings lie flat on its back. The wings 
are made with a yellow cock's hackle^ and the 
body of marten's nir, taken from the spots under 
the jaws, which is a fine yellow. It is ont of those 
^ies that prepares the Jish to look for the May-fy, 
•r Green-drake. The hook, No. 7. 

The Oak, Ash, Woodcock, Cannon, or Downhill 
Fly. 

Comes on about the sixteenth of May, and 
continues on till about aVeek in June; it is to be 
found on the huts of trees, with ^ head always 
downwards, which gives it the name of the Down- 
bill-fly. It is bred in oak-apples, mid is the best 
of all flies for bobbing at the bush in the natural 
way, and a good fly for the dab-line, when made 
artificially. The wings are made from a feather 
out of the^ing of a partridge or woodcock,, the 
body with a bittern's feather, and the head with 
a little of the brown part of hare*s fur. The hook, 

N. B. Some dub it with black wool and Isa- 
bella-coloured mohair, and bright brownish tear's 
hair, warped on with yellow silk, but the head of 
an ash colour; others dub it with an orange taw- 
ney and black ground; and others with blackish 
wool and gold twist; the wings off" the brown part 
^f a mallard's feather 

The 
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The Shorn Fit/. 

Comes on about the same time as the Cannoix 
Fly, and continues on till the latter end of July. 
They are geinerally found in mowing grass ; it is 
of the caterpillar kind, has dusky wings of a dark 
brown colour, with fine clear blue wings under 
them, which it makes use of in its flight : it is ih 
greatest perfection in June: and for the time 
that it continues on the water, is a most excel- 
lent killer in rivers or brooks. There are three 
sorts of them ; the opie I have described : there 
is another widi a dull red wing : and a third with 
a dark blue wing, all of which the fish take very 
well, but the preference must be given to th« 
red sort : it is to be fisl^ed with any time of the 
day, from sun-rise to sun-set. The wings are 
made of a red cock's hackle, with a black list up 
the middle ; the body with a peacock's herl. The 
hook No. 6, if for a river ; but if for a dead, 
heavy, running brook, the fly must be made lar- 
ger, as X)n No. 4, or 5. 

TheOrlFly. 

Comes on the latter end of May, and continuei 
on till the latter end of June. It is a four-winged 
fly, generally flutters along the surface of th,e 
water, and is what fishes are remarkably fond of j 
you may fish for it successfully after the May 
rlv is gone, irom four o'clock in the morning, 
till about seven in the evening, at which time 
the sky-blue comes ©n, then change it for the 
sky-blue. The wings of the Orl Fly are made 
with a dark grizzle cock*s hackle, and the body 
of peacock's herl, worked with dark red silk. 
The hook. No. 6. 

F 4 . The 
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The Sky^olMTcd Blut. 

Comes on about the same time as the orl-fly, 
and continues on till the middle of July. It ise 
neat, curious, and beautiful fly; its wings are 
transparent, stand upright upon its back, and are 
of a fine blue colour, its body is of a pale yellow, 
Its tail forked, and the colour of its wings s it is a 
fly the fishes take extremely well from seven 
9 clock in the evening till sun-set. The wings 
%re made from the lignt blue feather of a hen : 
the body is made with pale yellow mohair, mixed 
witb light blue fur, ana ribbed witli a fine cock'« 
backle, dyed yellow. The hook. No. 8. 

The Cadis Fly. 

Conies on about the tenth of June ; it is a large 
four-winged fly, of a buft* colour, and its body 
the same colour of its wings ; it continues on the 
water till about the middle of July ; it is bred 
from tke cod-bait, a curious little insect: while 
in the state of a grub it is greatly to be admired, 
the outside husk that it lives in, being curiously 
wrought with gravel or sand : this fly is taken 
best at the clearing of the water, though I think 
him a fly worth the least notice of any jn the Ca- 
talogue, J:here being many sorts far preferable to 
it. The wings are made from a feather taken 
from a buff'-coloured hen ; the, body is made of 
bufi-ooloured mohair, and the legs of a pale yel- 
low hackle. The kook^ No. 6. 

The Blue Gnat. 

Comes on the water about the same time as thfe 
ipinners (vide list the 1st. under June) and conti- 
nues 
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iiues on about a fortnight: if the water is low and 
fine the fishes take them very well, and as long 
as they remain on the water. The wings of this 
gnat are made with a small pale blue cock's 
hackle, and the body with light blue fur, mixed 
with a little yellow mohair. The hook, No, 8 or 9. 

The Large Red Ant Fly. 

Comes on about the middle of June, if hot a,ncl 
sultry weather, and continues on till about the 
15th or 16th of July, appearing mostly in hot, 
ctose, gloomy days: it is to be fished with from 
about eleven o'clock in the forenoon, till about 
six in the evening, then make use of the evening 
flies described before. . The ant-flies, when in 
perfection, aie gixat killers, and all sorts of fishes 
that rise at flies, are very fond of them ; and you 
may take fish with them in dead heavy waters, as 
well as in streams. The wings of this fly are made 
from a feather out of a stare's wing,, and the body* 
of peacock's herl, made pretty large at the tail, 
and fine towards the wing, with a fine ginger* 
coloured cock's hackle wrapt twice 6r thrice un- 
der the but of the wings. The hook, No.. 8.. 

The Large Black Ant Tly. 

Comes on at the same time with the red, and is< 
tJD be fished with aU the same time, and after the 
same manner. The wings of this fly are made 
with the lightest sky-blue feather you can get, and 
with the greatest gloss ; but it is diflicult to find 
any that can comeup to the glossiness of the natu- 
ral wings, except the thistle, which makes them' 
thebe§tof any thing I know of,but-is not lasting;, 
V h tb€ 
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the body H made with a black ostriches feath^, 
and a black cock's hackle wrapt under the but of 
the wings : it is to be made in the same form as 
he red one. , The hook, No. 8. 

The WelchmarCs Button^ or Hash Fly. 

Comes on about the latter end of July, and 
continues on about nine days; it is'in form like a 
round button, from which it derives its name: it 
•has four wings, the uppermost husky and hard, 
the undermost of a nne blue colour, soft, and 
transparent ; it is to be found on hazel-trees, or 
fern: it is an excellent fly for bobbing at the 
bush, or dub line | but is rather difficult to make, 
on account of its shape and form : the wings are 
made from the red feather that grows upon the 
ruuij) or tail of a partridge ; ,the body is made 
with a peacock's herl, and an ostrich's feather 
mixed, and the legs of a fine black cock's hackle. 
Jht hooky No. 7« 

The Little Red and Black Ant Flies. 

Comes on about the tenth or twelfth of August. 
and are to be seen in Warm gloomy days, till the 
latter end. of September 5 to be fished with from 
about twelve o'clock, till four in the evening, and 
are to be made in the same form as the large 
ones, and with the same materials, but very small. 
The hooky No. 9. 

The Little Whirling Blue, 

Comes on about the tenth or twelfth of August, 
and continues on about three weeks: as it swims 
down the water, its wings stand upright on its 

back ; 
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back ; it has a forked tail, the colour of its wings : 
it is to be fished with from eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, till three in the afternoon. The wings 
are made from a feather out of the wings of a 
starling ; the body is made with a spaniel's fur, 
mixed with a little yellow, and a fine red hackle 
over the body. The hook, No. 8. 

The Little Pah Blue. 

Comes on about the same time as the Whirling 
,Blue, and continues on till about the latter end of 
September : as it swims down the water, its wings 
stand uprieht on its back ; it has a forked tail,, 
and the colour of its wings : il is a neat, curious,, 
little fly, and what the graylings are very foiul 
of : it is to be fished with from about tea o'clock. 
in the morning, till three in the afternoon, and 
generally affords die angler great diversion. The 
wings are made from a feather off the sccv-swal- 
low : the body is made of the lightest blue fur 
you can get, mixed with a very little yellow mo- 
hair, with a fine pale blue hackle wrapt over the 
body. The hook, No, 8. 

The Willow Fly. 

Comes on about the beginning of September, 
and continues on till the latter end of October: 
it is a four-winged fly, and generally flutters upon 
the surface of the water : it is to be fished with in 
cold stormy days, beipg then most plentiful on 
the water ; but in warm gloomy days make use 
of the Pale Blue. The wings are made of a blue 
grizzled cock's hackle, and the body of the blue 
part of squirrel's fur, mixed with a little yellow 
mohair. The hook. No. f. 

f6 The 
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The thr^elastHuentioned flies conclude the sea« 
«cm for fly-fishing. From the middle of May till 
August^ you will find great variety of flies and 
gnats upon the water every day, so that you must 
observe it as a general rule to fish with the first 
£y that comes on in the morning ; that fly being 
the first which is on the water in the day that is 
first mentioned in every months and then you will 
see the other flies and gnats^ coming down every 
day in regular succession^ every succeeding day 
till August. The great number of flies and in- 
sects that are on the water, all the hot summer 
months, and the great variety of food that the 
fishes have, both at, top and bottom, makes them 
i^ry nice, and more difficult to be taken, than in 
the spring or in the autumn: the great number of 
flies and insects which are on the water all the 
summer months, totally disappear about the mid- 
die of August, so that your diversion is as certain 
with the three autumnal flies, viz. the Little Whirl- 
ing Blue, the Pale Blue, and the Willow-fly, as 
with the three sprint flies, which are the Red-fly, 
the Blue Dun, and the Brown. In these two sea- 
sons of the year, if the weather is favourable, and 
water in oraer, you will find your sport more cer- 
tain and regular than in the hotter months. This 
last list of flies may be deemed^ the standard of ar- 
tificial fly-fishinff; theyare the ingeniousBowlker's, 
of Ludlow in Snropshire. For their excellency 
they aie not to be equalled. They will kill fish 
in any county of England and Wales, and ai:e> 
what I call, the angler's treasure. Their names 
are universally known: as for the flies called 
Lochaber's Golden Sooths, S^c, S)^. which are to 
be met with in a late publication, they are not 
•ufficiently known to oe of general use. 
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Not only thede flies that are most useful^ iri the 
recreation of angling, but myriads more come 
under the angler's observation, when in pursuit 
of his pastime, which will not only fill his mind 
vrith wonder and admiration, at the incompre- 
hensible works of Nature, but likewise make nim 
praise that Almighty Power, from whom both 
nimself and them derive their being. 

There is so beautiful a passage a-propos to this 
subject, in Thomson's Summer, that I think the 
insertion of some part of it, must prove accepta- 
ble to the informed and pious mind: 



■ * ' Nor shall the muse disdain 

To let the little lively summer-raQe 
Live in her lay, and flutter thro' her song: 
Not mean, tho' simple, to the sun alVd, 
From him they draw their animating nrcr 

Wak'd by his warmer ray, the reptile young 
Come wing'd abroad, by the light air upborne. 
Lighter and full of soul.. From ev*ry chink 
And secret comer, where they slept away 
Their wintry storms^ or rising from their tombf 
To higher life, by myriads forth at once 
Swarming they pour, of all the vai-ied hues 
Their beauty-beaming parent can disclose. 
Ten thousand forms, ten thousand different tribes. 
People the blaze. To sunny waters some 
By fatal instinct fly, where on the pool 
They sportive wheel; or falling down the stream. 
Are snatch'd immediate by the quick-e/d Trout 
Or darting Salmon. Thro' the green-wood glade 
Some love to stray, there lodg'd, amus*d, and fec^ 
In the fresh leaf: luxurious, others make 
The meads their choice, and visit ev'ry flowV 
And ev'ry latent herb, for the sweet task 
To propagate their kinds, and where to wrap. 
In what soft beds, their young, yet undisclosed,. 
Employs their tender care: some to the house, 
and dairy, hungi7 bend their flight. 



Employs tl 
The fold, 
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Sip round the pail^^Mr taste tlie curdling dieeser 
oh, inadvertent from the milky stream 
Thev meet their fate, or weltering in the bowl. 
With powerless wings around them wrap'd, expire. 

Resounds the livine surface of the ground ; 
Nor nndelightful is the ceaseless hum 
To him who muses through the woods at noon, 
Or drowsy ^epherd as he lies reclin'd. 
With half shut eyes beneath the floatine shade 
Of willows grey, close crowding o'er the brook. 

Gradual from these what numerous kinds descend 
Evading e'en the microscopic eye ! 
Full nature swarms with lite, one wondVous mass 
Of animals, or atoms organized, 
Waiting the vital breath, when parent heav'n 
Shall bui his spirit blow. 

Let no presuming impious railer tax . 
Creative wisdom, as if aught was formed 
In vain, or not for nrlmirable ends: 
Shall little haughty ignorance pronounce 
His works unwise, of which the smallest parr 
Exceeds tlie narrow vision of her mind? 



CHAP. 
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ARTIFICIAL FLT FISHING. 1$^ 



CHAP. V. 



Trt: BEST RULES FOR ARTIFICIAL FLY FISHING* 



IT is the best fishing in a river somewhat dis- 
turbed with rain, or in a cloudy day, when the 
waters are moved with a gentle breeze : the south 
and west winds are the best : and if the wind 
blows high, yet not so but that you may conve- 
niently guide your tackle, the fishes will rise in 
the still deeps; but if there is little wind stirring, 
the best angling is in swift streams. 

In casting- your line do it always before you, 
and in such a manner that the fiy may fall first 
on the water, and as little of your line with it as 

Eossible, but if the wind is high, you will then 
e forced to drown a good part of it, that you 
may keep the fly on the water; and endeavour, 
as much as you can, to haye the wind at your 
back, and the sun in your face ; but the winding 
of the river will frequently render that imprac- 
ticable. 

When you throw your line, wave the rod in 
a small circumference round your head, and never 
make a return of it before it has had its full 
scope, for if ypu do the fly will snap oflT. 

Although when you angle the day is cloudy 
and windy, and the water thick, you must keep 
the fly in continual motion, otherwise the fishes 
will discern the deceit. 

«Upon 
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*' Upon iAkt curHng surface let it stide, 
^ With natural motion from your hand supply*d>v 
'* Against the stream now gently let it play, 
** Now in the rapid eddy rfil away.** 

Let the line be twice as long as the rod, unless 
the river is encumbered with- wood : and always 
stand as far off the bank as the length pf your 
line will permit, when you cast the fly to th« 
contrary side ; but if the wind blows so that you 
must throw your line on the same side you are 
on, stand on the very brin'k of the river, and cast 
your fly at the utmost length of the rod and line, 
up or down the stream as the wind serves. 

You must have a quick sharp eye, and active 
hand, to strike directly a fish rises : or else find- 
ing the mistake he will spew: out the hook^ 

§mall light coloured flies are hr clear waters 
-and clear atmosplufres, large dark coloured flies 
when vice versa. 

When after rain the water becomes brownish, 
an orange coloured fly is taken greedily. 

When fishes rise at the fly very often and y«tr 
never take it, you may conclude that it is not. 
what they like: therefore change it. ior one 
tliey do. 

When you see a fish rise, throw your fly be- 
yond' him, and draw it gently over the place 
where he rose; and if it is a proper fly for the 
season, and you cast it with: a nicety, the -fish is 
your own.. 

When you anele in slow running rivers, or. 
still places, with an artificial fly, cast it a- 
cross the water, and let it sink a little in the 
water, and then draw it gently over to you 
again, letting the current carry it slowly down : 

this 
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this is the best* way for slow waters; but for 
quick ones your fly must always swim on the top, 
under the continual inspection of your eyes, 
which ought^ for this kind of angling, to be as 
sharp as the basilisk^s. 

It is a good plan always to carry some dub- 
bing, gut, hooks, and silk, out with you in a small 
pocket book, that you may be able always to imi- 
tate any fly yon see the fish rise at more than 
others. 

The lighter your flies fall on the water the bet- 
ter, this you will not accomplish by strength, but 
by practice, always raising your rod by degrees, 
aner you have made your cast. A young angler 
should never use more than one fly on the 
Btvetcher at first, but when he can tnrow out 
pretty well, he may add to the stretcher one or 
more droppers, observing always to let them be 
one yard asunder. 

I shall now conclude these rules by giving the 
reader a passage relating to art^ciai jiy^fiSiing, 
(with the alteration only of two or three mono- 
syllables (from the Spring of that elegant and na- 
tural descriptive poet, Mr. Thomson, which can- 
not fail of contributing as well to his amusement, 
as instruction* 



Soon as the first foul torrent of the brooks, 
Swelfd with thje vernal rains, is ebbM away. 
And, whit'ning, down their mossy-tinctur'd stream 
Descends the billowy foam, then is the time. 
While yet the dark-brown water aids the guile, 
To tempt the trout. The well-dissembl'd fly. 
The rocf fine tap'ring with elastic spring, 
Soatch'd from the hoary steed the floating lioe, 
And all "thy slender watVJ stores prepare; 

But 
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But let not on thj liook the tortor'd worm. 
Convulsive twist in agonizing folds^ 
Which, by rapacious nunger swallowed deep. 
Gives, as you tear it from the bleeding breast 
Of the wdnk helpless uncomplaining wretch. 
Harsh pain and horror to the tender hand. 
When with his lively ray the potent sun 
Has pierc'd the streams, and roused the finny race^ 
Then, issuins cheerful to thy sport repair; 
Chief should the western breezes curling play, 
And light o'er ether bear the shadowy clouds. 
High to their fount, this day, amid the hills 
And woodlands warbling round, trace up the brooks' ) 
Then next pursue their rocky channclM maze 
Downn to the river in whose ample wave 
Their little naiads love to qport at large- 
Just in the dubious point, where with the podl 
Is mix'd the trembling stream, or where it boib 
Around the stone, or from the hollow bank 
Reverted plays in undulating flow, 
There throw, nice juc^ing, die delusive fly, 
And as you lead it round in artful ourv^ 
With eye attentive mark the springing pune.^ 
Straight as above the surface of the flood 
They wanton rise, or ui^d by hunger leap, 
Then fix with gentle twitch tbe barbed hook ; 
Someli^Uy tossingto thegrassy bank. 
And to the shelving shore slow dragging some. 
With various hand, proportioned to their force.* 
If yet too young, and easily deceived, 
A worthies prey scarce bends your pliant rod^ 
Him piteous of his youth, and the snort space 
He has enjo/d the vital lipht of heaven. 
Soft diseneage, and back into the stream 
The specl^ed captive throw ; but sliould you lure 
From the dark haunt, beneath the tangled roots 
Of pendent trees, the monarch of the brook, 
Behoves you then to ply your finest art. 
I>>ng time he, following cautious, scans the fly, 
' And oft attempts to seize it, but as oft 
The dimplM water speaks his jealous fear : 
At last, while haply o'er the shaded sun 
Passes a cloud, he desperate takes the death; 

Wifli 
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With sullen plunge : at once he darts along. 
Beep strucky and runs out aU the lengthened line, 
Theij seeks the farthest ooze, 'the sheltering weed, 
The cavern'd bank, the old secure abode ; 
And flies aloft, and flounces round the pool, 
Indignant of the guile. With yielding hand^ 
That feels him stSl, yet to his furious course 
Gives way, you, now retiring, following now 
Across the stream, exhaust his idle rage. 
Till floating broad upon his breathless side, 
And to his fate abandon'd, to the shore 
You gaily drag your unresisting prize. 



CHAP. VI, 

OF THE PRINCIPAL RIVERS IN ENGLAND AND 
PARTICULARLY THE THAMES. 

THE rivers in England are said by Dr. Heylin, 
to be three hundred and twenty- five, though 
others increase their number to four hundred 
and fifty. It would be superfluous here to 
treat particularly of their diversities, their si- 
tuations, their distance and remoteness from 
each other, their nearness or vicinity to the 
sea, the qualities of their water, and the various 
species of fish they contain. Those that 
have a more immediate intercourse with the sea, 
particularly of its influences, and have the same 
vicissitudes, the aiame fluxes and refluxes, the 
same salt water, and the same sort of fishdiAich 
frequent those seas where they disembogue them- 
selves 
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selves. The mouths of the rivers are too deep to 
be fathomed by the cordage of a line ; but more 
inland^ and the farther distant from the common 
receptacle of waters, the rivers are most proper 
for tne angler's diversion. 

The principal rivers in England are the Thames/ 
Sevem,Trent, Tine, Tweed, 3led way. Tees, Do ve, 
Isis,Tame, Willey, Avon, Lea,Trevel, Lon, Nen, 
Welland, Davent, Calder, Wharf, Nid, Don, 
Swale, Hull, Ouse, and Are. The rivers in 
Wales are reckoned above two -hundred, the 

?rincipal of which are the Dee, Wye, Conwy, 
lvy,.Chedlayday, Cluid, Usk, Tovv, Taff, and 
Dovy. Several rivers in England run under 

Sound anc( then rise aeain, as a branch of the 
edwav in Kent ; the Mole in Surry ; Hans m 
Stafforashire ; the little rivers Allen in Denbigh- 
shire, and Deveril in Wiltshire ; the river Recall 
hides itself under ground, near Elmsley in the 
North-Riding of Yorkshire; atAshwellin Bed- 
fordshire, rise so many sources of springs that they 
soon drive a mill ; at Chedder, near Axbridge in 
Somersetshire, is a spring that drives twelve milU 
in a quarter of a mile. In the midst of the river 
Nen, south of Peterboroueh in Northampton- 
shire, is a deep gulf, called Medeswell, so 
cold, that in summer no swimmer is able to en- 
dure it, yet it is not frozen in the winter. ' But of 
these enough. 

As the maps will ^ive a better prospect of these 
than any enumeration of them can ao, let every 
angler have a large one of England, or at leas^ of 
the particular county where he usually angles, 
and therein he may with delight observe the 
" spring head, scite, distance, various passages, 
windings, turnings, and confluxes of each par- 

ticulaF 
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ticular river, with what towns, castles, churches, 
gentlemen's seats, and places of note, are on or 
near the banks ; making, as he angles, remarks 
proper to the nature of each. The six principal 
rivers are as follow : 

1. The Thames, compounded of two rivers. 
Tame and Isis. The Tame rises in Bucks, be- 
yond Tame in Oxfordshire, and the latter in 
Cotswold-hills, near Cirencester in Gloucester- 
shire. They meet about Dorchester, in Oxford- 
shire, and thence run united betwixt that county 
and Bucks, and between Buckinghamshire, Mici- 
dlesex, and Essex, on the one side, ^nd Surry 
and Kent on the other, wedding itself to the 
Kentish Medway in the verv jaws of the ocean. 
This river is said to feel the violence and be- 
nefit of the sea more than any other river in 
Europe, ebbing and flowing twice ft day, more 
than sixty miles. Sir John l)enham hasgiven so 
grand a description of the Thames, in his CooperV 
hill, that I think the insertion of some part^ can- 
not prove unacceptible to the reader : 

' My, eye descending from the hill, surveys 
Where Thames among the wanton valhes strays : 
Thames ; the most lovd of all the ocean's sons 
By his old Sire, to his embraces runs. 
Hasting to pay his tribute to the sea, 
Like mortal life to meet eternity ; 
TIk/ with those streams he no resemblance hold, 
Whose foam is amber and their gravel gold : 
His genuine and less guilty wealth t' explore, 
Search not his bottom, but survey his snore ; 
CVer which he kindly spreads his spacious wiji^ 
And hatches plenty for the ensuing spring ; ? 

Nor then destroys it with too fond a stay, 
like mothers which their infants overlay : 
Nor with a sudden and impetuous wave. 
Like profuse kings, resumes t}ie wealth he gave. 

No 
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No unezpectsed inundations spoil. 
The mower's hopes^ or mock the plouglunan's toil ; 
But god-like his unweary'd bounty flows : 
First loves to do, then loves die good he does. 
Nor are his blessings to his banks confin'd^ 
But free and common as the sea or wind ; 
Mlien he^ to boast or to disperse his stores^ 
Full of the tribute of his grateful shores, 
Visits the world, and in his flying tow'rs 
Brings home to us, and makes b^th Indies ours, 
Fincb wealth where 'tis, bestows it where it wanti^ 
Cities in deserts, woods in cities, plants. 
So that to us no thing, no place, is strange. 
While his fair bosom is me world's exchange. 



The second, river of note is the Severn, which 
has its beginning in Plinilimnron-hill, in Mont- 
gomeryshire, and its epd seven miles from Bris- 
tol ; washing in that place the walls of Shrews- 
bury Worcester, Gloucester, and divers other 
places and palaces of note. It receives greater 
rivers, and is farther navigable than the Thames, 
but does not equal it for the quantity and quality 
of its fish. 

3. The Trent (so called on account of the. 
thirty different kinds of fish which are found in 
it, or because it receives thirty small rivers) has 
its fountain . in Staffordshire, and gliding 
through the counties of Nottingham, Lincoln, 
Leicester, and York, augments the turbulent, 
current of the Humber, the most violent stream 
of all the isle. The Humber is not a distinct ri- 
v^r, because it has not a spring head of its own, 
but is rather the mouth or astuarium of divers ri- 
ver* meeting together : among which, besides the 
Trent, are the l)arvent and Ouse. 

4. The Medway, a Kentish river, rises near 
Tunbridge, passes by Maidstone, runs by Ro- 
chester. 
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discharges itself into the mouth of the Thames^ 
by Sheerness : a river chiefly remarkable for the 
dock at Chatham^ where ships of the first rate 
are built and repaired for the use of the English 
navy. 

5. The Tweed, the north-east boundary of 
£nsland, on whose banks is seated the strong 
and almost impregnable town of Berwick: 

6. The Tine, famous for Newcastle and its in- 
exhaustible coal-pits. These, and the rest of 
principal note, are thus described in one of Mn 
I)rayton*s sonnets : ^ 

I. 

The flood's Queen Thames^ for ships and swans is 
crown'd. 

And stately Severn for her shore is prais'^d i 
yhe Chrystal Trent for fords and fish renown'a. 

And Avon's fame to Albion's cliffs is rais'd : 

II. 

Carlegion Chester vaunts her holy Dee : 
York many wonders of her Ouse can tell : 

The Peak her Dove, whose banks so fertile be, 
And Kent will say, her Medway doth excel. 

III. 

Cotswold commands her Isis to the Tame : 

Our northern borders boast of Tweed's fair flood : 

Our western parts extol their Willy's fame. 
And the old Lea brags of the Danish blood. 

But let me return to the Thames, of which, and 
the rivers that fall into it, I shall treat somewhat 
particularly, as they are more the seat for the di- 
version of angling than any others. The higher 
an angler goes up the Thames, if within about 40 

milesj 
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iBtles^ tlie more sporty aad tbe greater variety of 
fish he will meet with; but as few Londoners go so 
far from home^ I shall meiuion the best places for 
Thames angling from London Bridge to Chelsea. 

But before I proceed any farther on this sub- 
ject, it will be necessary to lay down some rules 
which the angler must attend to. 

If the air is cold and raw, the wind high> the^ 
water rough, or if the weather is wet, it is totally 
ilteless.to angle in the Thames. 

But when the sky is serene, the cur temperftte3 
and the water smooth, success will attend you. 

The proper hours for angling, are from the 
time that the tide is half ebbed, to within two 
hours of the high water, provided the land floods 
do not come down. 

Always pitch your boat under the wind : that 
is, if the wind be in south, then keep on the Surry 
shore : if north, on the London side. 

Tbe best places for pitching a boat to angle in 
the Thames, are about one hundred and fifty yards 
from York Stairs; the Savoy, Somerset-house, 
Dorset Stairs, Black-Friar's Stairs ; the Dung- 
wharf near Water- Lane, Trie Stairs, and Essex- 
Stairs. On Surry side Falcon Stairs ; Barge 
Houses; Cuper's, vulgo Cupid's Stairs; the 
Windmill, and Lambeth. 

There are very good roach and dace to be caught 
at Westminster Bridge, if the weather is favoura- 
ble in the Autumn ; the fifth arch on the norths 
side is best to pitch the boat. 

When you go to angle at Chelsea, on a caln^ 
fair day, the wind being in a right corner, pitch 
your boat almost opposite to the church, and angW 
mthe six or seven feet water, where, as well as at 
Battersea Bridge, you will n^eet with plenty of 
roach and dace. 

Mortlakt 
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M^ortl^flee Beeps is the next place where roach 
iptiiicipaDy resort when the weras are rotten ; and 
. here are good eioirp very o£Den taken. 

Froai &e sides of the Aits opposite to Brent* 
fordy Iskworth^ and Twickenham^ there is very 
•good ashling for rdaeh, iace, gudgeons, and perch ; 
veiy often you will meet with trout and carp. 

Teddittgton Bai^ lece remarkable for good 
jgud0e0m, rouchj 8^. 

JKingston-wick and Kingston^ are famous for 
iarbety roaeh, and dace. 

At Hampton andSmibiirirthefeis good angling 
f&t barbel, ro4$eh, dace, chuo, gudgeons, and <&eg- 
^ers^; and from the Aits, for trout and large pfrdl. 

Walton D)eeps and Shepperton Pool abound 
with large barbel and dace. 

At and about Windsor is a vast variety of all 
^Orts of fish ; btit if a man be found angling in 
another's water, (without leave) he is fined very 
high by the court of that town, if he only 
catches a single gudgeon, &c. 

Of the rivers that empty themselves into the 
Thanwes, and of others which are not far from it^ 
I shall begin with those on the north-side. 

li. Ilfbrtf river, the upper part of which abounds 
Witfi roaeh, dace, and some perch, but between 
Kford and the Thames, especially about three 
miles from the town> there is pike. 

% Woodford river, stored with perch, chub, 
rMck, and d^e. 

3C Styi'atford river aflR^rds the angler good di* 
version for roach, dace, chub, perch, &c. 

4. Bow river, having the same fish in it as the 
4Stratford river. 

5. Hackney river, having plenty of large barbel, 
cihui, roach^ dace, gudgeon, eels, and lampreys. In 

e this 
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this river the barbels, eeh, snd gudgetms, are very 
iine. The river Lea runs here,, and the higher 
you go up it the greater ^ort you will have : the ^ 
Rye-noase, near Hoddesdon, (femous for the 
pn>t) is on excellent part to go to for diversion. - 
The back waters near Tottenham Mills abound 
^ith fish. 

6. Waltham river, besides large barbel, chub, 
roach, dace, gudgeon, and eels, has good store ot 
&nepike, and some carp. 

7. The New river, pretty well stored with chub, 
roach, dace, gudgeon, and eels. 

8. Brentford river, a good one formerly, but 
now much abused by poachers ; but tlie angler 
may meet with some chaib, roach, d€tce, ^nd perch. 

9. Houn slow river, well stored with roacb^ 
dfice, perch, pike, and gudgeon. 

The powder mill-tail, near Hounslow, ^ a very 
good place for angling. 

JO. Colne river, abounding with chub, rQach, 
flace, perch, and pike. 

11. Uxbridge river, excellent for i):s large and 
f&ttrouHf but as the Water is rented, not only 
leave must be obtained to angle in it ; ,biiit you 
must pay so much per pound for what you kill. 
Penham, near Uxbridge, is a very famous place. 

Having now done with the north side, I pro- 
ceed to tke south of the Thames, 

1. .Debtford river, now, very much decayed, 
and has but a few fish in it, as roach, dace, and 

Jioundcrs; though by chance you may meet with 
a trout. 

2. Lewisham river, in which are some good 
trouts, large ro(uh, chub, gudgeon, perch, an4 
dace. , , 

3- Wandsworth river^ well stored with gudr 

geons, 
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geons, dace, Jloundersj perch, pike,&nd some carp, 
and trouts ; very large silver eeh are often taken 
there. 

4. Mitcham river; its principal fish are trouts. 

5. Merton river, for trouts also. 

6. Carshalton river, abounding with trouts 
and other white fishes. ♦ 

7. Moulsey river, yielding percA,jflcii:, roach, 
dace, chub, gudgeons, eeh, founders, barbels, and 
trouts. 

8. Esher river> good for jacks, perch, chuby 
roach, dace, gudgeons, eels,Jiounders, barbels, and 
trouts. 

9« Cobhara river, stored with plenty of good 
trouts, fat and large, as also dace perch, chubs, 
jacks and gudgeons, 

10. Weybndge river, aifording good diversion 
for carp, some of which weigh eight or nine 
pounds; also jacA, roach, dace, Jlounders, popes, 
large bleak, barbel, and gudgeons. 

11. Byfleet river, wherein are very IsLTge pikes, . 
jacks, and tench; perch, of eighteen inches long; 
good carp, large Jiounders, bream, roach, dace, 
gudgeons, popes, large chub and eels. 

I shall conclude mis account of the Thames,, 
and the principal rivers that fall into and compose 
it^ with the following beautiful lines of Mr. Pope : 

First the fam*d authors of his ancient name. 
The winding Isis, and the fruitful Thame;- 
The Kennet swift, for silver eels renown*d; 
The Lodden slow, with verdant alders crown*d. 
Cole, whose dark streams his flowery islands lave; 
And chalky .Wey, that rolls a milky wave: 
The blue transpareftt Vandalis appears; 
The gulfy Lee biiT^ Sedgy tresses rears; 
And sullen Mole, that hides his diving flood ; 
And silent Darant, stain'd with Danish blood. 

o 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

07 THE GAME LAWS REI^ATIVE TO AKGLIN^. 



1st, The Penalty of Fishing la Ponds and other 
private Fisheries. 

1. A NY may erect a fish-pond without li- 
jTjl cence, because it is a matter of profit, 
for the increase of victuals. 2. Inst. 199. 

■2. If any trespass in ponds be therefore attain- 
ted at the suit of the party, great and large amends 
shall be awarded according to the trespass ; and 
they «hall have three years imprisonment^ and 
after shall make fine at the king's pleasurCj (if 
they have whereof) and then shall finagood surety 
that after they shall not commit the like trespass: 
and if they have not whereof to make fine, after 
three years imprisonmetit, they shall find like 
' surety; and if they cannot find like surety, they 
shall abjure the realm. And if none sue within 
the year and day, the king shall have suit. 3, 
Ed. L «. ^0- Note, those are trespassers in 

fionds, who endesrvour to take fish therein. 2. 
nst. 200. 
S. if any person shall unlawfully break, cut, or 
destroy, any head or dam of a fish-pond, or shall 
wrongfully fish therein, widi intent to take and 
kill fish, he dball, on conviction, at the suit of the 
king, or of the party, at the as^zes or sessions, be 
imprisoned three months^ andpay treble damages ; 

and 
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4ftd after the three months expired, shall find 
sureties for his good abearing for seven years, or 
remain in -prison till he doth. 5. El. c. 21 . S.S1..6. 

4. Whereas divers idle, disorderly _^ and mean 
persons, betake themselves to the stealing, taking, 
and killing of fish, out of ponds, pools, motes, 
stews, and other several waters and rivers, to the 
great damage of the owners thereof; it i« enact- 
ed, that if any person shall use any net,, angje, 
httir, noose, tr oH, or spear ; or shall lay any wears^ 
pots, fish-hooks, or other engines; or shall take 
any fish by any means or device whatever, or 
be aiding thereunto, in any river, stew, pond, 
mote, or other water, without the consent of the 
lord or owner of the water ; and be thereof con- 
Ticted by canfession, or oath of one witness, be- 
fore one justice, in one month after the offlence, 
every such offender in stealing, taking, or killing 
fish, shall for every such offence give to the party 
injured such recompence, and in such time as the 
justice shall cippo.nt, not exceeding treble da* 
mages ; and moreover shall pay down to the over- 
seers for the use of the poor, fiiich sum, ilot ex- 
ceeding lOi. as the justice shall tliiuk meet; ida; 
default oF payment, to be levied by distress; for 
waut of distress to be committed to the house of 
correction, not exceeding one month, unless he 
enter into bond with one surety to the party in- 
jured, not exceeding lOl. never to offend in like 
manner, M and 23 C.2. c.25. s. 7. And the jus- 
tice may take, cut, and destroy, all such angles, 
spears, liairs, nooses, trolls, wears, pots, fish- 
l)o(>ks, nets, or other engines, wherewith such 
offender shall be apprehended. S. 8. 

X^eisons aggrieved may appeal to the next 
G ^ sessions. 
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scssionsy whose determination shall he final, if ne 
title to any land, royalty, or fishery, he therein 
concerned. S. 19. 

5. Whereas divers idle, disorderly, and mean 
persons, have and keep nets, angles, leaps, piches, 
and other engines, tor the taking and killing of 
fish out of ponds, waters, rivers, and other fisheries, 
to the damage of the owners thereof; therefore, 
no person hereafter shall have or keep any net, 
angle, leap,, piche, or other engine for the ttikin^ 
of fish, other than the makers and setters thereof, 
and otlicr than the owner and occupier of a river 
or fishery ; and except fishermen and their ap- 
prentices lawfully authorized in navigable rivers. 
And the owner or occ upier of the river or" fish ; 
and every other person by him appointed, may 
seize, detain, and keep to his own use, every net, 
angle, leap, piche, and other engine, which he 
shall find used or laid, or in the possession of any 
person fishing in any riveror fishery, without the 
consent of the owner or occupier thereof. And 
also, any person, authorized by a justice's war- 
rant, may in the day-time search the Tioiises, out- 
houses, and other places, of any person hereby 
prohibited to have or keep the same, who shall be 
suspected to have of keep in his custody or pos- 
session any net, angle, leap, pi'che, or other en- 
gine aforesaid, and seize and keep the sam€ to 
his own use, or cut and destroy the same, as 
things by this act prohibited to be kept by per- 
sons of their degree. 4 and 5 W. c. 23. s. 5, 6. 

fi. If any person shall enter into any park or 
paddock, fenced in and closed, or .into any gar- 
den, orchard^ or yard, adjoining or belonging to 

any 
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*ny dwelling-house in or through which park or 
paddock^ garden, orchard, or yard, any stream of 
water or river shall run or be, or wherein shall be 
any river, streani, pool, pond, mote, stew, or other 
water, and by any ways, means, or device what- 
ever, shall steal, take, kill, or destroy, any fish bred, 
Itept, or preserved therein, without the consent of 
the owner thereof; or shall be aiding or assisting 
thereia ; or shall receive or buy any such fish,, 
knowing the same to be stolen or taken as afore- 
said ; and shall be convicted thereof at the as-^ 
sizes, within six calendar months after the offence 
conimitted ; he shall be trans|x>rted for seven 
years. And any offender; surrendering himself to 
a justice, or being apprehended, or in custody for 
such offence, or on any other account, who shall 
make confession thereof, and a t'rue discovery, on 
oath, of his accomplice, or accomplices, so as 
such accomplice may be apprehended, and shall 
on trial give evidence so as to convict such ac^ 
complice, shall be discharged of the offence so 
by him confessed. 5. G. 3. c. 14. s. 1, 2. 

'And if any person shall take, kill, or destroy, 
or attempt to kill, take, or destroy, any fish in any . 
river or stream, pond, pool, or other water (not 
being in any park or paddock, or in any garden, 
orchard,'^ or- yard, adjoining or belonging to any 
dwelling-house, but in any other inclosed grounoj 
being private property) he shall, on conviction 
before one justice, on the oath of one witness, 
forfeit 3l. to the owner or ownefrs of the fishery, 
of such river or stream of water, or of such pond, 
pool, mote, OP other water : and such justice, on 
complaint, upon oath, may issue his warr^^nt to 
bring the person complained of before him ; and 
if he shall be convicted before such justice, or any 
G 4 / other 
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Other lasttce of the cooDty or place^ Jhe shall 
immediately after conviction pay the sa'd penalty 
of 5l. to such justice^ for the use of such person 
as tbe ^ame is hereby appointed to be paid unto f 
and in deAralt thepeof^ snail be committed by such 
justice to the house of correction, for any time not 
exceeding six months, unless the forfeiture shall 
be sooner paid ; or sudh owner of the fishery may 
bring an action for the penalty (within si^caleOf- 
dar months after the offience) in any of the x:ourts 
of record at Westminster. S. S, 4. 

Provided, that nothing in liiss act diall extend 
to subject any persons to the penalties thereof, 
who dball fish, take, or kill, and carry away, any 
fish in any river or stream of water, pond, pool, or 
other water, wherein such person shall liave a 
just right or claim to take, kill, or carry away jsnoh 
fish. S. 5. 

7* By the black act^ if any person, being 
armed and disguised^ shall unlawfully steal or 
. tJike away any fish out of any river or pond ; or 
(whether armed or disguised or not) shall unlaw- 
fully and maliciously break down the head or 
mound of any fiah-pond, whereby (the fish shall 
be lost or destroyed, or shall rescue any person in 
custody for such offence, or procure any other, to 
join witbhim therein, heshall be guilty of felony, 
"without benefit of clergy. 

tdly. Sulci concerning the Jssize,mtdfrcserving 
the Breed of Fish. 

1. If any person shall lay or ^xuw any net, en.-* 
gtne^ or otbler device, or cause any thing tofae done 
in the Severn, Dee, Wye, Teame, Were, Tees, 
Kibble, Mersey, Dun, Air^ Ooze, Swaile, CaWer^ 

Wbarfe, 






^ 



ANGLING LAWS. 153 

Wharfe, Eure, Darwent^ or Trent, whereby the 
spawn or fry of' salmon, or any kepper or shedder 
salmon, or any salmon not 18 irtchesfrom the eye 
to the extent 'of the middle of the tail, shall be 
taken and killed ; or shall set any bank, dam, hedge, 
stank, or net across the same, whereby the salmon 
may be taken, or hindered from passing up to 
spawn, or «liall between July 31, and November 
- 12, (except in the Ribble, where they may be 
taken between Jan. 1, and Sept. 15,) take any 
salmon of any kind in any of the said rivers, or 
shall, after Nov. 12, yearly, fish there for salmon,, 
with any net less than 2J inches in the mesh ; he 
shall, on conviction, in one month, before one 
justice, on view, confession, or oath of one wit* 
ness, forfeit 51. and the fish, nets, and engines; 
half the said sum to the informer, and half to the 
poor, by distress ; for want of distress, to br, 
committed to the house of correction or goal, not 
more than three months, nor less than one, to be 
kept to hard labour, and to suffer such other cor- 
poral punishnient as^tKe-jiistice shall think fit r the 
nets and engines to be cut or destroyed^ in presence 
of the justice: the banks, dams, hedges, andstanks, 
to be demolished at the charge of the offender, to 
be levied in like manner : 1 G. st. 2. c.l8. s. 14. 

Note. It is not said who shall have the fish; so 
that it seen;isthey are forfeited to the king*. 

And no salmon out of the said, rivers shall be 
sent to London, under six pounds weight ; on pain? 
that the sender, buyer, or seller, on the like con- 
viction, shall forfeit 5l. and the fish^ half to the 
informer and half to the poor, by distress ; foE 
want of sufficient distress, to be committed to the 
house of correction or goal, to be kept to hard la- 
bour for three months, if not paid in the mean 
time. Id, S. 15* 

6 & And 
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And pei'sons aggrieved may appeal to the next 
Sessions. Id. S. j7. 

2. No salmon shall h^ taken in the Humber, 
Ouijdf Trent, Done, Aire, Darwent, Wharfe, Nid, 
Yore^ Swale, Tees, Tine, Edeu, or any other water 
nvberein salmon are taken, between Sept. 8 and 
liov. 11. Nor shall any young salmon be taken at 
inill|)ooIs (nor in other places, 13. 11. 2. s^l, c. 
19.) from Mid-April to Midsummer, on pain of 
having the nets and engines burnt for the first of- 
fence : for the second, imprisonment for a quarter 
of a year; for the third a whole j^ear ; and, as the 
trespass increaseth,so shall the punishment. And 
overseers shall be assigned to enquire thereof. 
13.Ed.,l.st. I.e. 47. That is, unuer the great 
^eal, and by nuthority of parliament. 2. Inst. 477. 

And no person sball put in the waters of Tha- 
m\se', UiHT^ber, Ouze, Trent, nor any other waters, 
in any t me of the year, any nets called stalkers, 
nor other nets nor engines whatsoever, by whicl^i 
Uie fry or breed of salmon, lampreys, or any 
other fish, may in anywise be taken or destroyed; 
on the like pain. 13 II.' 2. st. 1. c. ly. 

And the waters of Lon, \Vyre,Mersee, TJybUjl, 
and all other waters in L;i 11 cashirc, shrill he putin 
defence as to taking of Salmon to Slfchaelmas to 
Candlemas, and in no other time of the year. And 
conservators shall be appointed in like manner. 
13 R. 2. St. I.e. 19. 

And the justices of the peace (and the mayor, 
of London, on theTliames and Medvvay,) shall sur- 
vey the offences in both the acts above-mentioned ; 
and shall survey and search all the wears in such 
rivers ; that they shall not be very strait for the 
destruction of such fry and brood, but of reason- 
able wideuess after the old assize used or accus- 

toraed 4 
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tomed; and they shall appoint under-consetvatgrs, 
who shall be sworn to, make like survey, saarch, 
and punishment. And they shall enquijre iu 
session, as well by theit office, as at the informa- 
tion of the under-conservators, of all defaults 
aforesaid, and shall cause them which shall be 
thereof indicted, to come before them ; and if 
they hall be thereof convicted, they shall have im- 
prisonment, and make fine at the discretion of the 
justices ; and if the same be at the infonnafion of 
an under-cooservator, he shall have half the fiuc^ 
17 K. 2. c. 9. 

3. By the 1 Eliz. c. 17. No person^ of whit 
estate, degree, and condi^on soevc^r he be, shall 
take and Kill any young brood, spawn, or. fry of 
fish; noi: shall take or kill any salmon, or trouts^ 
not being in season, being kepper and shedder ; 
nor any pike or pikerel, not being in length ten 
inches fish or more ; nor any salmon, not j>ping in 
length sixteen inches fish ; nor any trout not be- 
ing in length eight inches fish ; nor any biirbel 
not being in length twelve inches : lind no per- 
son shall fish; or take fish, by any device, . but 
only with a net or trammel, w he reel'- the mvsh 
shall be two inches and a half broad, (angling ex- 
cepted, and except smelts, loches^ minnow*, buIU 
heads, gudgeons,, arid eels;) ou. mvin of forfeiting 
205. for every offence, and also the fish, .nets„ ana 
engines. ^ - ^ 

NoU\ In some editions of the statutes it is QOl^ 
in others 20s. in the records it is not distinguifih-; 
able whether it is pounds or shillings. - The latter, 
seems more adequate to the offence. 

And the conservators of rivers may enquire Ijereof 
by a iury ; and iaiuch case they shall have the fines.^ 
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The leet also may enqeire hereof ; and then \he 
f<Nrfeitare shall go to the lord of the leet. And if 
die steward do not charge the jtwy therewith, he 
shall forfeit 40s. hatf*to the king^ and half to liim 
that shall «ue. And if the jury conceal <he of- 
fence^ he inay impannel another jury to enquire 
of such coneealnent ; «nd if it is founds the for 
m^r jury shall forfeit every one^Qs. to -the lord of 
the feet. 

And if the oflfence is not presented m the leet 
within aye^^ then it may be heard or determined 
at the sessions or assizes^ (saving the right conser<» 
vators.) 

And by the SS G. 2. «. 27. No person shall 
' lakCj of knowingly have in his possession^ either 
in the waterpr ©n shore, or sell or expose to sale, 
any spawn,fry, or brood of fish, or any tmsizea- 
Me fist), or fish out of season^ or any smelt not five 
inches lon^ : iffid any peroonmay sdze the same, 
together with baskets and package, and charge a 
constable, or other peace-officer, with the offender 
and with the goods, who shall carry them before a 
justice; aHdonconvictionbefore such justice, the 
sameshall be forfeited and delivered to the prose- 
cutor; and th^ offender shall beside forfeit £0s. to 
be levied by tUstress, by warrant of such justice, 
and distributed,, half-totheprosecutor, and halfto 
tiiepoor of the parish wkere the offence waB com- 
mitted^ (jatui any inhabitant of such parish^ ne- 
Tertheless may be a witness), for want of sufficient 
distress, to be con^mittedto the bouse of correc- 
tion, to be kept to bard labour for any time not 
exceeding thpee months, unless the forfeiture, be 
sooner paid. Provided that the justice may miti- 
gate th^ saidpenalt^^ so as not to remit above one 
half. Persops aggrieyed x^nay appeal to the ne^t 

sessions l 
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sessione : And the form of tfee conviction may he 
this : 

Be it remembered, that on this day of 
in the year of the reign of G. B. 

IS convicted before me one of h\^ 

majesty's j«€ticeft-of the peace, for the of 

for and I do adjudge hifii 

;k> |»ay and forfeit the sum of Given under 

my .hand and seal the day and year abovesaid. 
S. 13, 15, 16, I7j 18, 19. 

4. No person shall fasten any nets over rivers, 
to stand continually day and night, on pain of 
an hundred shillings to the Jsing. ^. H. 6. 
c. 15, 

Our plenteous streams a various race supply. 
The bright-eye'd perch, with fins ofTyrian dye. 
The silver eel in shining volumes roll d. 
The yellow carp, in scales be^ropp*dwith gold. 
Swift trouts, diversified with crimson stains. 
And pikes, the tyrants of the waf ly plains. 

Pop»'s Wlndsor Fobb«t. 
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PROGNOSTICS OF THE WEATHER, INDEFEKDBNT 
OF THE BAROMETER, ZXTRACTSB FROM TBE 
a£6T AUTHORITIES. 

AS it is highly necessary th&tan angler shoixld 
be able to form a judgment of the change of 
weather^ on nvhich bis sport entirely depends ; if 

he 
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he obacrves thfe foUowiog signs^ it will soon be- 
come familiar to him. 

Signs from Vapours. 

If a white mist iir an evening or night is spread 
6ver a meadow, wherein there is a river, it will 
be drawn up bj the next morning's sun, and the 
day will be bright afterwards. ^ 

Where there are high hills, and the mist which 
hangs over the lower lands draw towards the hills 
in a morning, and rolls up their ^ides till it covers 
the top, there will be no rain. 

In sotne^laces^ if the mist hangs upon the hills, 
and drags along the woods, instead of overspread^ 
rng the level grounds, in a morning, it will turn to 
rain ; therefore, to judge rightly of the apnear- 
ances of a fog, it is in some degree necessaiy to 
be acquainted with the nature of tlie country^ 

Signs from the Clouds.-, 

It is a very considerable symptom of fair-wea- 
ther, when the clouds- decay, and dissolve them- 
selves into air ; but it is otherwise wbgn they are^ 
collected out oF it.. ♦ 

In n uhem cogitcr aa\ Virgil. 

Against heavy rafn, every cloud rises bigger 
than the former, and all the clouds are in a grow- 
ing state-. 

This is most remarkable 6n t^ie approach of a 
thunder storm, after the vapours have been co- 
piously elevated, suspended in the sky by the heat, 
and are highly charged with electrical fire; small 
fragments of flying clouds increase and asseifeble 

* together. 
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together, till ia a short space of time they cover 
thesky.^ 

. When the clouds are formed like fleeces, deep, 
and dense towards the middle, and very white at 
the edges, with the sky very bright and blue about 
them, they are of a frosty coldness, md will soon 
fall either in hail, snow, or in hasty showers of 
rain. 

If clouds are seen to breed high in the air, io 
thin white trains, like locks of wool, or the tiiils 
of horses, they shew that the vapour, as it is col- 
lected, is irregularly spread and scattered by con- 
trary windff above ; the consequence of which will 
soon be a wind below, and probably a rain with it. 

If the clouds, as they come forward, seem to 
diverge from a point in tlie horizon, a wind may 
be expected from that quarter or the opposite. 

When a general cloudiness c'overs the sky 
above, and t^ere are small black fragments of 
clouds, like smoke, flying uuderneatl), which 
some' call messengers, and others Noah's Ark, 
because they «ail over the other clouds, like the 
ark upon the waters, rain is «ot far oft^, and it will 
probably be lasting. 

There isno surer sign of rain than two diff'erent 
currents of clouds, especially if the undermost flies 
fast before the wind ; and ^if two such currents 
appear in the. hot weather of the summer, they 
shew that a thunder storm is gathering : but the 
preparation wbich precedes a storm of thunder, 
is so generally understood, tliat it is needless to 
insist upon it minutely. 

Sigmfrom the Dezp. 

If the dew lies plentifully upon the grass after 
a fair day, another fair day may be expected to 

succeed 
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succeed it; but if after inch a day there is no dew 
upon the ground, and no wind stirring, it is a sign 
that the vapours go upwards, and that there will 
be an accumulation above, which must terminate 
in rain. 

Signs from the Face of the Ski/. 

If those vapours which the heat of the day 
raises from tlie earth, are precipitated by the cold 
air of the night,, then the sky is clear in the morn- 
ing ; but if this does not happen, and they remain 
stiU in the air, the light of tiie morning will be 
coloured as it was ill tne evening, and rain will be 
the consequence. 

Tliere is commonly either a strong dew, or a 
jniit over the ground, between a red evening and 
a grey morning ; but if a red morning socceeds, 
there is no dew. 

It is a bad sympton when a lowering redness is 
spread too far upwards from the horizon-, either 
in the morning or in the evening ; it is succeeded 
either by rain or wind, and frequently both. 

When such, a fiery redness, together with a* 
raggedness of the clouds, extends towards the ze- 
nith in an evening, the wind will be high from the 
w*est or south-west, attended with rain, sometimes 
with k flood : before the late dreadful hurricane 
of 1780, at Barbadoes and the other West-India^ 
Islands, a redness like fire was observed all over 
the sky. When the sky, in a rainy season, is 
tinged with a sea-green colour, near the horizon, 
when it ought to be blue> the rain will continue 
and increase ; if it is of a deep dead blue, it is 
abundant^ loaded with viipours^.and the weather 
will be showery* 
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SIONl5#ROMTHE SUN, SfC. l6l 

Sigmfroni, the Sfm> Moan, and Stars. 

When there h a haziness aloft in the air, so 
that the sun's light fades by degrees, and bis orb 
looks whitish and ill-defined, it is one of the most 
certain signs of rain. 

If the moon and stars grow dim in the night, 
with the like haziness in the ^ir, and a ring or 
hole appears round the moon,^ rain will be the 
consequence. 

If the ray§ of the isw, breaking through the 
clouds^ are visible in the air, and appear lik^ 
those horns of irradiation which painters nsually 
place npon the head of Moses, the air is sensibly 
filled with vapours, which reflect the rays to the 
«ight, and these vapours will soon produce jain^ 

If the sun appears white at bis setting,, or 
shorn of his rays, or goes down into a "bank ef 
clouds, which lie in the horizon; all these are 
signs of approaching or continuing bad weather. 
. Jf the mocua looks pale and dim^ we are ix>. ^x« 
pect rain; if red^ it is a signof wind; iand if wJbdte^ 
and of her natural colour, and the sky cleax, it 
irillbefairweatberi according to a poetical adage. 

If a J2ew JKPon hJippens^at tw>€l'Te at nigbt, rai^ 
is lately observed to follow. 

TniUdu Jjtmapluit, 4'ukkitndajlat^ nWm screnat.' 
If the moon is rainy throughout Jier course, it 
will clear up at the ensuing change, and the rain 
will probably commence again in a few days af- 
ter, and contMHie ; if, on the contrary, the moon 
has been fair throtrghout, and it rains at the 
change, the fair fiearther wHl pi*ohably be restored 
^boitt the fourth or fifth* day of the moon, an d 
continue as before; 

Sin 
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Sin ortu quarto (namque is cetissimus auctor) 
Pura, neque obtusit per coelamcormbus ibit, 
Totus et ille dies, et qui nascentur ab illo 
Exactom ad mensem, pluviam voitisque carebont. 

ViRG. GfiORO. 132^ 

But four nights old, (for that^s the surest sign,) 
'With sharpened horns, if glorious then she ^ime : 
Next day, not only that, but all the moon, 
'Till her revolving race be wholly run, 
Are void of tempests. 

Dbtden. 

^ N. B. A gentleman wlio cuts hay for his own 
consumptipn^ will seldom fail to find his account 
in marking this observation ; but a farmer who 
has much business to do^ cannot contract his 
wor^ into so small compass^ as to save himself by 
the benefit of this observation, because some of 
his work must be done to make way for the rest. 

Sigmfrom the Winds. 

When the wind veers- about, uncertainly, to 
several points of the compass, rain is pretty suie 
to follow. 4 

Some haVe remarked, that if the wind, as it 
veers about, follows the coifte of the sun, from 
the east towaxds the west, it'brings fair weather ; 
if the contrary, foul ; but there is no prognostic 
of rain more infallible, than a whistling or howl* 
ing noise of the wind. 

From nocturnal Meteors. 

^ When an Aurora borealis appears,^ after some 
warm days, it is generally succeeded by a coldness 

of 
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of the air; as if the matter of heat was carried 
upwards from the earth to the sky. 

Signs^the Change of Weather from the 
Jnimal Creation. 
So long as the swallows fly •aloft after their 

Erey, we think ourselves sure of a serene sky; 
ut when they skim along near the ground, or 
the surface of the water, we judee the rain is not 
far off, and the observation will seldom fail: in 
the year 1775, a draught of three months conti- 
nuance broke up at the summer solstice : the day 
before the rain cgime upon us, the swallows flew 
very near the ground, which they had never done 
in the fine weather. 

In the mountainous country of. Derbyshire, 
which goes by the name of the Peak, the inhalbi- 
tants observe, that if the sheep wind^ up the hills 
in the morning to their pasture, and feed near the 
tops, the weather, though cloudy and drizzling, 
which is very frequently the case in those parts, 
will clear away by degrees, and terminate in a 
fine day; but if they feed in the bottoms^ th« 
rains will continue and increase. 

Dogs grow sleepy and stupid before rain, and 
shew that their stomachs are out of order, by re- 
fusing their food, and eating grass, that sortwhich 
is hence called dog's grass: this they cast up again 
soon afterwards, and with it the foulness that of- 
fended their stomachs. Water-fowl idive and wash 
themselves more than ordinary ; and even the fish 
in rivers are affected, because all anglers agree, 
that they never bite freely when rain is depending. 
Vide part 1st, rule l6th. Flies, on th^ contrary, 
are particularly troublesome, and seem to be more 
hungry than usual; and toads are seen in the even- 

mg. 
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ing, crawling across the load or beaten path, 
where tliey seldom appear but when they are 
restless with an approaching change. 

Before an-y considerable quantity of rain is to 
fall> most living creatures are affected in such 
sort, as to render them some way sensible of its- 
approach, and of the ticcess of something new to- 
the surface of the earth, and of die atmosphere. 
Moles work liarder than ordinary, they throw up 
more earth, and sometimes come forth : the worms 
do so too; ants are observed to stir about, and 
bustk more than usually for some time, and then 
retire to their burrows before the rain falls. Ail 
sortsof insects and flies are more stirring and busy 
than ordinary. Bees are ever on this occasion in 
iullest employ; but betake themselves all to their 
hives, if not too far for them to reach before the 
storm arises. The comaaon flesh-flies are more 
bold and greedy : snails, frogs, and toads, appear 
disturbed and uneasy. Fishes are sullen, and 
made qualmish by the water, now more turbid 
than before. Birds of all sorts are in action: crows 
are more earnest after their prey, as are also swal- 
lows and other small birds, and tl>erefoi^ thev fall 
lower, and fly nearer to the earth in search of in- 
sects a ivd other such tilings as they feed upon. 
When the mountains of the north begin to be 
capped with fogs, the moor-cocks and other birds 
quit them, fly ofl'in flocks, and betake themselves 
to the lower lands for the time. Swine discover 
^reat uneasiness; as do like^vise sheen, covvh, and 
oxen, appearing more solicitoiisand euirer in pas- 
ture than usual. Even mankind themselves are 
liot exempt from some sense of a change iu their 
bodies. 
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Prognostics continued. 

V. '^ A dark, thick sky, lastingfbr soi»e time 
without either stin or raifi, always become first 
fair, then foul, i.e.*' Changes to a fair, clear sky, 
before it turns to rain. This the Rev. Mr. Clarke, 
who kept a register of the weather for thirty years, 
«ince put into Mr. Derham's hands, by his grand- 
son, the learned Dr. Samuel Clarke: this, he 
says, he scarce ever knew to fail; at least when 
the wind was in any of the easterly points : but 
Mr. Derham has observed the rule to hold^ood, 
be the wind where it will. And the cause is ob- 
vious: the atmosphere is replete with vapours, 
which, though sufficient to reflect and intercept 
the sun's rays from us, yet want density to des- 
cend ; And while the vapours continue in the same 
itote.,^^ weather will do so to. 

Accordingly, such weather is generally attend- 
-ed with HM^derate warmth, and with little or no 
wind to disturb the vapours, and an heavy atmos- 
phere to sustain them, the barometer being com- 
monly high. But when the cold approaches, 
and IrjT condensing, drives the vapours into clouds 
or dropSy then way is made for the sun-beams; 
till the same vapours beinff, by further conden- 
sation, fofi^ettlnto rain, rail down into drops. 

£o. ^^ A change in the warmth of the weather, is^ 
generally followed by a change in the wind," Thus, 
the northerly and southerly winds, commonly es- 
teemed the causes of cold and warm leather, are 
really the efiects of the cold or warmth of the at- 
mosphere: of which Mr. Derham assures us hehas 
iiad so many confirmations^ thathe makes no^oubt 
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of it. Thus it is common to see a warm southerly 
wind suddenly changed to the north, by a fall of 
snow or hail ; or to see the wind, in a cold frosty 
morning, north, when the sun has well warmed 
the earuL and air, wheel towards the south; and 
again turn northerly or easterly in a cold evening. 

3®. '^ Most vegetables expand their flowers and 
down in sun-shiny weather, and towards theeven^ 
ing ; and against rain close thera ^gain ;" especi- 
ally at the beginning of their flowering, when 
their seeds are tender and sensible. This is visi- 
ble enough in the down of dandelion, and other 
down^: and emineatly in the flowers of pimper- 
nel ; the opening and shutting of which, Gerard 
observes, are the countryman's weather-wiser, 
whereby he tells the weather of the following day. 
The rule is, if the flowers are close shut up, it be- 
tokens rain and foul weather : if they are spread 
abroad, fair weather. Get. Herb. Lib. £. 

* Est et alia (arbor in Tylis) $imilis, foliosior 
tdmen, rosei^ue floris; quern noctu comprimens 
aperire incipit solis exhort u, mcridie expanait. In-: 
coladormireeumdicunt. Plin.Nat.Hist.Lib.l2,c.2l 

The stalk of trefoil, my Lord Bacon observes, 
swells against rain, and grows more upright : and 
the like may be observed, though not so sensibly, 
in the stalks of most other plants. He adds, that 
in the stubble-fields there is found a small red 
flower, called by the country people wincopipe ; 
which, opening in the morning, is a sure indica- 
tion of a fine day. 

That vegetables should be affected by the same 
causes that affect the weather, is very conceivable ; 
if we consider them as so many hvdrometers and 
thermometers, consisting of an infinite number of 

tracheae 



Digit 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PROGNOSTICS CONTINUED. 16? 

tracheae or air vessels; by which they have an im- 
mediate communication with the air^ and partake 
of its moisture and heat^ 8cc. These traenese are 
very visible in the leaf of the scabiose, vine, &c. 

nence it is, that all wood, even the hardest and 
most solid, swells in moist weather; tlie vapours 
easily insinuating themselves into the pores there- 
of, especially, of that whickis lightest and driest. 
And hence we derive a very extraordinary use of 
wood, viz. for breaking irocks and mill-stones. 
The method at the quarries is^this : Having cijita ' 
rock into ^ cylinder, they dividethat.inJto^eyeral 
lesser cylinders, by. making holes at the proper 
distances round the great one : these holes they 
fill with so many pieces of callow wood, dried in 
an oven ; which, m moist lyeather, becoming im- 
pregnated with the humid corpuscles of the air, 
swell ; and, like wedges, break or cleave the 
rocks into several stones. 

The speedy drying of the surface of the earth, 
is a sign of a northerly wind^ and fair weather; 
and its becoming moist, of. southerly wind and 
rain. Hence the farmer may be instructed, never 
to trust a sun-shiny day, while the surface of the 
earth continues wet; fuid to rely on a change to 
dry weather, as soon as he observes the moisture 
dried up, even thouj^h the appearance of the 
clouds should not be favourable ; for the air sucks 
up all the moisture on the surface of the earth, 
even though the sky be overcast, and that is a 
sure sign of fair weather; 6ut if the earth conti- 
tinues moist, and water stands in shallow places, . 
no trust should be put in the clearest sky, for in 
this case it is deceitful. 
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ADDENDA. 

MORB SmN& fkQM ANIMMlS. 

ACjAINST tw^Jleas brte ntore tlran comihoa^ 
sfideri Cfa^l abrc>ad, bees stir not far from 
their hives. On the contrary, tpiden^ webt in the 
air, or on the grasrs or trees, foreftef Viery fair and 
ho« weather; so do btes when tfiey ffy fir froift 
their hives, and come late home; and likewise a 
more than usual appearance of glow-wanmhj 
night. If gnats play up and' down in the open 
air iwar sun»set, they presage heat, if in the shade^ 
warm and mild skowers; buttf they join in sting- 
ing ^ose that pass hy them, cold weather and 
much rain may be expected. Larkt rising very 
high, and continuing to sing for a long time, and 
kket flying aloft, are signs of fair and dry weather. 
fe men, frequentiy aches, woonds^ and corns, 
are more troublesome, either towards rain or to- 
wards frost. 

Virgil's beautiful description of this sense in 
animals, is thus rendered by Mr. Detdbni 

Wet weadier seldom hurts the most unwise ; 
So plain the signs, such profits are the skies: 
The wai^ cram foresees it first, sind sftils 
AbovtB the scorm> unci leavetiChe hoUow vales« 
The cow looki» up, luiil from^afar can find 
The change of heaVn, and snufis it in the wind* 
The tioalUm skinis the river's watry fece, 
ThQfrog$ renew the croaks uf thenr loquacious face. 
The careful ant her secret cell forsakes. 
And draws her eggs along the narrow tmcki. 

Boge 



D%4feGd by VnOOQ IC 



FB06N0STICS CONTINUED. l69 

Huge flocks of rising rooks forsake their food, 
And, crying, seek the shelter of the wood. 
Besides, die several sorts of wat'ry fowls. 
That swim the seas or haunt the standing poolr. 
Then lave their backs with sprinkling dews in vai9| 
And stem t;he stream to meet the prombM rain. 
Then, after showers, 'tis easy to descry. 
Returning sunsy and a serener sky. 

• • * m * • 

Their litter is not toss'd by sows unclean, 

• • * » » 4( 

And owls, that mark the setting^un, declare 
A star-light ev'ning,. and a morning fair. 
» • *^^ m »°# 

Then thrice the ravens rend the liqmd air, 
And croaking notes proclaim the settled fair : 
Then round their airy palaces they fly 
To greet the sun, and seiz'd with secret joy 
Wien storms are overblown, with food repair 
To their forsaken nests and callow care. 

The crow has heen particularly remarked by 
the ancients to presage rain, when she caws, and 
walks alone on the sea-shore, or on the banks of 
rivers and pools. Thus Virgil, in the first 
Georgic. 

Tum cornix raucS pluviam vocatimproba voce, 
Et Sola in sicca secum spatiatur arena. 

The crow with clamorous cries the shower demands. 
And single stalks along the desert sands. 

Dryden. 

Pliny ttiakes the same observation, in the 35th 

chap of his 18th book: Et cum terrestes volucres 

contra aquas clangoresfundentes sesesedmaximi 

cornix : " It is a sign of rain, whenland-fowl, and 

H especially 
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* especially crows, are clamorous near water»j and 

* wash themselves.' 

Honiee ulso expresses himself to the same pur- 
pose, 'm the 17th Ode of the third book, where 
he says, 

■ Aquae nisi fallit augu% 

Aanosa cornix. 



- " uiltes in rabi 



Croaks the old crow ptes^ng nun." 

Likewise in the 27th Ode of the same book, he 
calls the crow, divinam imbrium imminentium ; 
prophetic of impending showers. 

More Prognostics of the Weather, taken from the 
SuTiy moon, and Stars. 

1st Hole. If the sun rise red and fiery, Tmndand 
rain. 

" 2d Rule. If cloudy, and the clouds soon de- 
crease, certain fair zee at her. 

These rules may. be extended to all the hea- 
venly bodies, Yor as their rays pass through the 
atmosphere, the vapours in the air have the same 
effect on each. 

When the farmer therefore sees the sun or 
moon rise or set red and fiery, or sees the clouds 
and horizon of that colour, he may expect wind 
and rain, owing to the unequal distribution of the 
vapours, or to their being already collected into 
watery globules by some preceding cause. 

But if, according to the second rule, the sun 
rises cloudy, and the clouds soon decrease, the 
vapours are more equally distributed in the at- 
mosphere ; 
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mospere ; which equal distribution is also ipco- 
moted by the warmth of the rising sun. Hence 
we may account for an observation adopted ^into 
all languages. 

The evening red, the morning grey^ 
Are sure signs of tiffnr day. 

For if the abundance of vapours denoted by the 
red evening sky £b11s down in dewj or is other- 
wise so equally dispersed in the air, that the 
morning shall appear grey, we way promise our- 
selves a fair day, from that equal state of the at- 
mosphere. 

If in the morning some parts, of the sky a^ppear 
green between the clouds, while the sky is blue 
above, stormy weather is at hand. 

The great Lord Bacon gives us the following 
rules to judge of the ensuing weather, from the? 
first appearance of the moon : and it is said that 
these rules of his have never been known to 
fail. 

If the new moon does not appear till the fourth 
day, it prognosticates a troubled air for the whole 
month. 

If the moon, either at her first appearar-e, or 
within a few days after, has her lower horn ob- 
scured or dusky, or any ways sullied, it dejuotes 
foul weather before the full j but if she be disco- 
loured in the middle, storms are to be expected 
about the full; or about the wane, if her upper horn 
is affected in like manner. 

When the moon, on her four h day, appear* 
fine and spotless, her horns unblunted, and nei- 
ther flat nor quite erect, but betwixt both, it 
H S promises 
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prGUiiset fair weather for the greatest part of the 
month. ' 

An erect moon is^eneraily threatening and un* 
favourable^ but particularly denotes wind; though 
if she appear with short and blunted homs^ rain is 
Hither expected. 

Most of the foregoing iiiles are taken fitun the 
following beautiful passage of Virgil. 

Ohaerve the daily cm^le of the sun. 

And the short year of eiich revolving moon: 

By them thou shalt foresee the following day; 

J^for shalt a starry night diy ho|>es betray. 

"When first the moon appears, if then she shroods 

Her tther crescent, tipp d with sable clouds : 

Concludes tfhe bodes a tempest on the main. 

And brews for fields impetuous floods of rain. 

Or if her face with fiery flushings glow. 

Expect the rattling winds aloft to blow. 

'But four nights old (for that's the surest sign) 

With sharpened horns, if glorious then she shines 

Next day^ not dnly that b«t all the moon, 

Till her revolving race be wholly run, 

Arc void of tempests both by sea and land. 

♦ « « * ♦ ♦ • 

Above the rest, the sun, who never lies, 
Foretels the change of weather in the ^kies ; 
For if he rise unwilling to his race. 
Clouds on his brow, and spots upon his face ; 
Oir if thro' mists he shoots his sullen beams, 
Frugal of light, in loose -and straggling streams; 
Suspect a drizzling day with southern rain. 

♦ * •♦ ♦ * * 
Or if Aurora, with half open'd eyes, 
And a nale sickly cheek, salute the skies; 
How wall the vine, her tender leaves defend 
Her teeming clusters when the storms descend ? 

♦ * * « Jte #1»: 

But more than all the setting-sun survey, 
When down the steep of heav'n he drives the day i 
For oft* we find him finishing his race, 
With various colours erring on his face« 
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In fiery red his glowing globe descends. 
High winds and furious tempests he portends ;; 
But if his cheeks are swohk with livid blue. 
He bodes wet weather by his wat'ry hue ; 
If dusky spots are varied on his brow, 
And streaked with red, a trouble colour shew*. 
That sullen mixtmre shall at once declare 
Winds, rain, and storms, and elemental war» 

* • * * s*t- * # 

But if with purple rays he brings the light. 
And a pure heav'n resigns to quiet night; 
No rismg winds> or falling storms are nigh. 



More Prognostics taHenfrom the Clouds* 

3d Rul«. Cloud&large,like rocks, great showers* 

4th Rule. If small clouds increase, much rain. 

6th Rule^ If large clouds decrease^ fair weather. 

6th Rule. In summer or harvest, when the 
wind has been south two or . three days, and it . 
grows very hot, and you see clouds rise with great 
white tops, like towers, as if one were on the top 
of another, and joined together with black on the 
nether side, there will he thunder an,d rain sud- 
denly. 

7th Rule. If two such clouds rise, one on 
cither hand, it is time to make haste to shelter.. 

Mr. Worlidge gives us the following rules : 

^' In a fair day, if the sky seems to be dappled 
with white clouds, (which is usually termed a mac» 
karelsky) it generally predicts rain.'* 

This is confirmed by a very ingenious gentle- 
man, who has constj^ntly obs^ved, that '' in dry 
weather, so soon ai^ clouds appear at a ^eat 
, H 5 heigbtj 
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height striped like the feathers in the breast .of a 
hawk^ rain may be expected in a day or so." 

" In a clear evening, certain small black clouds 
appearing, are undoubted signs of rain to follow : 
or, if black or blue clouds appear near the sun, 
at any time of the day, or near the moon by 
night, rain usaally follows/' 

'^ If small waterish clouds appear on the tops of 
hills^ rain follows." 

" If clouds grow, or appear suddenly, the air 
otherwise free from clouas^ it denotes tempests at 
hand, especially if they appear to the south or 
west,** 

If many clouds^ like fleeces of wool^ are scat- 
tered from the east^ they foretel rain within three 
days. 

When clottds settle upon the tops of moan- 
tains, they indicate hard weather. 

When the tons of motmtains are ekar^ it is a 
sign of fair weather. 

More Prognostici taken from Mi$t. 

ath Rule. If mists rise in low grounds and sooti 
vanish, fair weather. 

9lh Rule. If it rises up to the hill tops, rain in 
a day or two. 

10th Rule. A general mist before the sun rises, 
near the full moon, fair weather. 

More Prognostics taken from Rain. 

11th Rule. Sudden rains never last long: but 
when the air grows thick by degrees, and the sun, 
moon^ and stars, shine dimmer and dimmer, it is 
likely to rain six hours usually. 

ISth Rule. If it begins to rain from the south, 
with a high wind, for two or three hours, and the 

wind 
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wind falls, but the rain continues, it is likdy to 
rain twelve hours or more ; and does usually rain; 
till a strong north wind clears the air : these long 
rains seldom hold above twelve hours, or happen 
above once a-year. '^ In an inland country,'* 
says Mr. Mills, *^ it may not rain for more than 
twelve hours successively ;" but I doubt this will 
not hold as a general rule, either of its duration 
or frequentcy, in ajl places; for, near the sea, 
^ains happen often which last a whole day, 

13th Kule. If it begins to rain an hour or two 
Vefore sun-rising, it i^ likely to be fair before 
noon, and to continue so that day: but if th^ 
rain begins an hour or two after sun-rising, it is 
likely to rain all that day, exeept the rainbow be 
seen before it xains. 

Mr. Woilidge's signs of i-ain are the following: 

'^ The audibility of sound are certain prognos-^ 
tics of the temper of the air in a ^tiU evening: 
for if the air is replete with moisture over us^ it 
depresses sounds, so that they becprpe audible to 
a greater distance than when the air is free from 
such moisture and vapours. From whence you 
may conclude, that in such nights or other times, 
when you hear the sound of bells, noise of water, 
beasts, birds, or any other sounds or noises, more 
plainly than at other times, the air is inclinable 
to rain, which cpmnioaly succeeds/' 

'^ If the earth, or any moist or fenny places, 
yield any extraordinary scents, or smells, it pre-r 
sages rain." 

^^ If dews lie long in the morning on the grass, 
&c. it signifies fair weather: but if they rise or 
vanish suddenly and early in the morning, it pre^ 
sages rain." . 

H 4 '' There 
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*' There is a small bird, of the size and nearly^ 
the shape of a marten, that at certain times flies 
very near the water, which is a most sure prog- 
nostic of tempestuous weather ; never appearing 
but against such weather, afe hath been constantly 
observed by the boatmen on the Severn and the 
channel^ between the isle of Wight and the main 
land/' 

^' Du ancksd geese picking their wings, wash- 
ing themselves much, or cacKling much^denotesr 
rain." 

''If after raiji comes a cold wind, there witt 
be more rain/^ 

The nightly virgin, whilst her wheel she plies, 
Foresees the storm impending in the skies, 
When sparkling lamps their sputtering light adrance, 
And in their sockets oily bubbly dance. 

BBYDEN^S VIRGIL*- 

More Rrognosticsfrom the Wind. 

14th Rule. When the wind turns to north*> 
east, and it continues there two days without rain> 
and does not turn south the third day, nor rain 
the third day, it is likely to contimie north-east 
for eight or nine days all fair, ^nd then to gome 
south again. 

loth Rule. If it turn again out of the south to 
the north-east with rain, and continues in the 
north-east two day& without rain, and neither 
iums south, nor rains the third day, it is likely to 
continue north-east two or three months. 

The wind will finish these turns in three weeks. 

l6th Rule. After a northerly wind, for the most 
part oftwo months or more, and the ti comingsouth, 
there arc usually three or four fair days at first, ancJ * 

thea 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



^S^r 



PR0GN0§T4Ca FROM THE WlKD. 177 

then on the fourth or fifth day comes rain, or else 
the wind turns north again and continues dry. 

17th Rule. If it retuins to the south within a 
day or two, without rain, and turns northward 
* witK rain, and returns to the ^outb in one or two 
da^s, as before, two or three times together after 
this sort, tfien it is likely to be in the south or 
south-west two ox three months together, as it 
was in the north before. 

The wipds will finish these turns in a fortnicht. 

18th Rule. Fair weather for a week^ with a 
southerly wind, is likely to Droduc« a great 
drought, if there has been mucn. rain out of the 
south before. The wind usually turns from the 
north to south with a quiet wind without rain ;. 
but returns to the north with a strong wind and 
rain. The strongest winds are when ittutns.fromi 
south to north by west- 

igth Rule. If you see a cloud rise against the 
wind, or side wind, when that cloud comes up ta 
you, the wind will blow the same way the cloud 
* came. The same rule holds of a clear place,, whem 
all the sky is equally thick, except one clear 
edge. 

W hen the north wind fif st clears the air,^ which 
is usually once a week, be sure of a fair day or tw^*. 

The following are the observations- of Lord 
Bacon : 

When the wind changes conformable to the 
motion of the sun, that id, from east to soutb^. 
from south to west, &c. it seldom goes back, or 
if it does,, it is only for a short time; but if it 
** moves in a contrsu^y direction^ viz. from east to» 
north, from north to west, it g.enerally returns to* 
the former point, at least before it has gone quite 
through the circle. 

B.4 ' Whea 
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When winds continue to vary for a few hoiirs> 
as if it were to try in what point they should settle, 
and afterwards begin to hlow constant, they con- 
tinue for many days. 

If the south wind begins for two or three days, 
the north wind will blow suddenly after it but 
if the north wind blows for the same number of 
days, the south will not rise till after the east has 
blown some time. 

Whatever wind begins to blow in the morn- 
ing, usually continues longer than that which 
rises in the evening. 

Mr. Worlidge ooserves, ^' that if the wind be 
east, or north-east in the fore part of the summer, 
the weather is likely to continue dry : and if west- 
ward toward Hhe end of the summer, then will it 
also continue dry : if in great rains the winds rise 
or fall, it signifies the rain will forthwith cease." 

'^ If the colours of the rainbow tend more to 
red than any other colour, wind follows; if green 
or blvie are predominant, rain." 

The signs of a Ttmpest are these : 

For «re the rising winds begin to r6ar, 

The working sea advatices to the shore; 

Soft whispers run along the leafy woods. 

And mountains whistle to the murm^Ving floods; ■ 

And chafF with eddying winds is tossed around. 

And dancing leaves are Hfted from the ground, 

And floating feathers on the water play* 

DaYDEJi^S VIRGIL. 

Prognostics continued. 

20th Rule. If the last eighteen days of February, 
and the first ten days of March*, are for the most 

♦OU Style. 

part 
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part rainy^ then the spring and sumii^di' qnarter^ 
will he so too : and I never knew a great djrought 
but it entered in at that season. 

21st Rule. If the latter end of October an^ 
beginning; of November are for the most part 
Warm and rainy, then January and February ^r^ 
Jikely to be frosty ajid cold, exqept Hfter ^ very 
diry summer^ 

^2d Rule. If there is frost and snow in Octo- 
ber and November, then Jaijiuary and F^br^ary 
are likely to be open and mild^ 

Mr. Claridge gives us the following obs^va- 
f ions made by our f<?refatheirs; 

Janive^ freeze the pot by the fire. 

If the grass grow in Jantveer, 

It grows the worse fot^t all the year. 

The Welchman had rather 9^ his 4aJ3) on the bi^> 

Than see a fair Februeer. 

March wind and May sun 

Makes clothes white and maids dun. 

When April blows his horn, 

Tis good both for hay a^d corn. i 

An April flood 

Carrie? away the frog and her brood* 

A cold May and windy 

Makes a full bam and a findy. 

A May flood never did good. 

A swarm of bees in May 

Is worth a load of hay. 

But a swarm in July 

Is not worth a fly. 

The fQlhmng Rules are lai^ dot^ij^ i^. Lord! . 
BacQH; .. .^ , ; , ; K s 

If the wainscot or walls that ijsed to sveat>r ^® 

drier than u^ual^in the begini^ingpf wifitei. or 

' h6 ' the 
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the eves of houses drop more slowljr than orcR^ 
nar^^ it portends a hard and frosty winter; for it 
shews an inclination in the air to dry weather^ 
which^ in winter, is always joined wite frost. 

Generally, a moist ana cold summer portends 
a hard winter; 

A hot and dry summer and autumn, especially 
if the heat and drought extend far into SeJ>tem- 
bep, portend an open beginning of winter, and 
coW to succeed towards uic latter part, and be- 
ginning of spring. 

A warm and open winter pcnrtends a hot and 
dry summer, for the vapours disperse into the 
winter showers ; whereas cold and frost keep them 
in^ and convey them to the late spring and fol- 
lowing summer. 

Birds that change countries at certain seasons^ 
if they come early, shew the temper of the wea- 
ther, according to the country whence they came; 
as^in the winter woodcocks, snipes, fieldfares, 
fcc. if they come' early, shew a cold winter ; and 
the cuckoos, if they come early, shew a hot sum- 
iDfeer to follow. 

A serene autumn denote* a windy winter ; a 
windy winter, a rs^ny spring ; 6l rainy spring, a 
serene summer ; a serene sununer, a windy au- 
tumn ; so that the air, on- a balance, is seldom, 
debtor to itself ; nor do the seasons succeed each 
other in th£ same tenor for two years togetl^er. 

Mr.. Worlidge remarks, that if at the begin- 
iiki^of thewinteiithe south-wind blow, and then 
tm HOrtb> it is likely to-be a cold winter ; but if 
the n^rth-wind first blow, and then the south, it: 
will be a warm and mild winter. 

When there are but few nuts, cold and wethar- 
Test gdnerally. follow ; but. wb^n there is a great 

shen^ 
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shew of them^ hot, heavy, and dry harvests suc- 
ceed. 

If the oak bears much mast, it foreshewft a long 
and hard winter. The same has been observed 
oi' hips and haws» 

If broom is full of flowers^ it usually signifies 
plenty^ . ♦ 

Mark well the flowering almonds in the wood; 
If odorous blooms tlie bearing branches loa^^ 
The glebe will answer to the Sylvasi reign, 
Great heats will follow, and large crops of grain; 
But if a woodof leaves o'crshade the tree. 
Such and so barren will the harvest be. 
In vain the hind shall vex the threshing floor. 
For empty chaff and straw will he tliy store 

dryden's viroil. 

Having at last once more revised this tieatise, 
which through the uncertainty of life, I am not 
likely to do again; I take my leave of the rea- 
der, wishing him health, prosperity and good 
sport. — I shall now, (following the example gf 
my pious predecessor Walton) address THAT 
POWER, who penetrates and sustains all nature, 
who brings round the grateful vicissitude of the 
seasons, who has given us the inhabitants of the 
watery Element not only for our nourishment, 
but recreation, and Whom we arc sure t<^ please, 
by receiving his blessings thankfully, and enjoy- 
ing them with propriety. 

Hymn, 

Tathcr of all !— all good ! — ail wi«e !-r- 
Who bid'st the tempest rage or cease t 
Whose glory fills earthy seas^ and skies^ 
Hiou only source of joy aod peace; 
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Thy wise decrees are right and juet^ 

Let no one, impious ! tax thy will;- 
Put on thy glorious mercies trust, 

And see a good, thro' ev'ry ill : 

Arm — arm, witfi fortitude my breast, 

The various, ills of life tabear; 
And teach thy servant when set rest, 

For storms and troubles to prepare : 

But thro' whatever distressful scene> 
Thy righteous hand may lead me still; 

Resigned to what may evil seem, 
Content my breast shall calmly fill: 

And as the seasons onward roll, 

And years revolving quickly fly; 
Sweet gratitude shall warm my soul, 

For Si the blessings I enjoy : 

Still — still ril praise that' heavenly source, 

For what it pleases to bestow ; 
That petrifies the streamlet's course, 

Or bids its silver current flow;: 

That regulates creation's laws. 

Bids all in hannony unite; 
And is, — Tfte universal cause, 

Of ev'iy thing that's good and right. 

Terms med by Jnglers explainedl 

Bawk, a knot in a hair or liqk. 
Bcd^ Hairs bed well when they twist kindly, - 
Bedding f the body of an artificial fly.. 
Break, a knot in the joint of a rod. 
Chine a salmon, cut him up. 
Cock, a float cocks when it swims perpendicular ' 
in the water. 

I)rag, an instrument to disentangle the line. 

Fin 
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Fin a chub J cut him up, 

Frush a chub, dress him. 

Gildardy the link of a line. 

Gobbet a trout , cut him up. 

Grabble, fishing on.the grabble is when the line 
is sunk with a running plummet fast to the bot- 
tom, so that the hook-link plays in the water* 

Hangajish, hook him. 

Kinky a line kinks in trowling, when it is twisted 
between the top of die rod and the ring. 

Leash ofjishy three. 

Pouchy a pike pouches when he swallows the 
bait. 

Pnwie,fish are said to prime when they leap out 
of the water. 

Shoaly any great number of fish together. 
. Solay a breaniy tut him up. 

Splate a pike, cut him up. 

Thrashy any thing which swims down the water 

Trouncheon an eel, cut him up. 

Tusk a barbely cut him up. 

Feer your line, let it off the reel after striking. 



ADDENDA. 

MINNOW-fishing comes in about the middle 
of March, and continues till the tatteip end 
of August; it is a most excellent baitr very de- 
structive, of strong exercise^ being always in mo- 
tion, and affords the angler variety of sport. To 
be angled with at any time of the clay, from sun- 
rise tin sun-set^ and takes the best and largest fish. 

Cod-bait 
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Cod-bttit-^sking comes- in about a fortnigfit in 
May, and continues tiU about the middle of June : 
it is a very killing-bait, and will take aUnost every 
sort of fish, in deep- standing waters as well a» in 
streams, mornings and evenings, till the middle 
of J^ne- 

Maggot, or Gentle-fishing comes in about the 
beginning of May, and continues till the latter 
end of February, in the next year; it is- the best 
and most killing sround-baik that was ever made 
use of; it will take every sort of fi&h that swims 
in fresh water, except salmon or pike. 

Grass-hopper-fishitig comes in about the latter 
end of June> and contmues till the latter end of 
August. It is a curious fine-bait, very natural to 
* fish, but very tender; to be dr&wn upon a leaded 
hook. No. 2, after the same manner as the cod- 
bait, and will take almost all sorts offish, as pike,, 
trout, greyling, perch, chub, roach, dace,&c. &c- 

Cabbage-worm-^shing comes in about the mid- 
dle of June, and continues in their successive 
flights, till the latter end of October. There ^re 
three sorts which the fish are remarkably fond of, 
and are equal in goodness to the cod-bait and 
grass-hopper, and will take the same sorts of fish.. 

Worm, or Bottom-Ashing, comes in about the 
middle of February, if the weather is mild;, and 
continues good all the year; you ma^ fish with a- 
worm all, or any time of the day, if the water is^ 
discoloured by rain; but if low, clear, and* fine,, 
only mornings and evenings^ it is the most gene^ 
ral bait we have, and will take every kind offish'; 
the proper worms foe angling are fully described 
in this treatise* 
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CATALOGUE OF BOOKS 

PUBLISHED BY 

B. CROSBY if CO. 

STATIONERS-COURT, LONDON: 

N, B, May he had in commonf, elegant, or splendid Bindings. 



Bricklayers, Carpenters, and 
tdl those concerned in Building, 

CROSBY'S 

BUILDER'S NEW PRICE 
BOOK 
pcm 1804. 
Consisting of «otnpl«te «nd 
correct tabtesof the various kinds 
of work in building, with the ex- 
act prices paid ta Journeymen 
by the first surveyors in Lon- 
don. 

Arrsuiged under the following 
Heads, 

I.Cerpenters.and Joiners prices 
in all their branches. 

IL Bricklayers and Masons 
work. 

III. Blacksmiths work. Dig- 
ging, &c. 

IV . Slaters and Paviours. 

Vi Plaisterers, Carvers and 
Gilders. 

VI. Painters, Glaziers, plumb- 
ers, Copper coverings, &c. 

VII. Prices of all kinds of 
inateria1s,with useful instructions 
for purchasing the same. 

TO WHICH IS PRBFIXED, 

A copious l^stractofthe build- 
ing act, a treatise on lime ce» 
ments, a comparative view of 
the causes of the rise and value 
of materials and labour from 
1760 to 1790, and from 1791 to 
1804. 



With a copper-plate engraving- 
of afixll thurd-rate house, ground- 
work, &c. The height and tbiok- 
ness of various party walls, and * 
also a bill of all the costs in rais- 
ing and completing a building of 
this description. 

sr J. PHILLIPSi Sutv«yja, 

Author q/ a Hiitory qf Inland 

Kaoigaiion, 

Assisted by several experien- 
ced and eminent baildevs a^d* 
surveyors, price 3f . 

A NEW VOLUME, 

foa 1803. 

BmielUshtd mthfite-Blegant B>r- 

traits, viz, 

MISS SEWARD, COWPER, 

DARWIN, PRATT^ «« 

COLMAN. 

FLOWERS 
LITERATURE 

Foa 1803. 

OR, 

Characterisiie Sketches of Human 
Nature and Modem Manner*, 

TO WHICH IS ADDED, 

A general view of Literature 
during that period; with notes, 
historical and explanatory, by 
the Rev. F. Prevost, and F. 
Blagdon, Esq. 

Extra Boards, 5s. 



Digitized byLnOOQlC 



AOOKS PUBLISHED BY CBOSBY AND CO. 



To he continued annually. 
The Editors and Publishers 
Assure the Public they hare a- 
vailed themselves of every op- 
portunity^ to amend and improve 
this v€)%ime> and trust it will be 
found even more acceptable than 
the first, of which an impression 
of 3000 is nearly all sold. The 
Reviewers have given favourable 
opinions of the feat volume, par- 
ticularly 

THE CRITICAL REVIEW, 

FEBRUARY 1804, 

<* These Gentlemen inform us, 
that, < being called ou by their 
different professions attentively 
to peruse th« tight, the serious, 
the intef estijig, the amusing and 
the initnictive publicadons that 
make their appearance in the li- 
terary wortd, they had aednlous- 
ly tranieribed a ▼ariaty of nrik- 
ing fhkgments.' These are the 
farago libeUi The boquet if 
pl^axiDg^ ,aiid we pais A'um gay 
to grave, fh>m lively to severe. 
In short, it will amuse ia tlie 
summer's shade, and by the win- 
tei's fire, in those listless mo- 
ments when the wisest wish to 
relax their minds, and the more 
indolent to pass away a tedious 
half hour. Each may also rise 
from his task with some informa- 
tion — an advantage which can- 
not always be attained even by a 
good Novel.** 

TOMKINS's BEAUTIES 



ENGLISH POETRY. 

A new edition, embellished 
with six elegant copper-plates, 
drawn and engraved by the Hop • 
woods, printed on fine wove 
foolscap, 5%, I 



Art of Reading, Writing, 
a ad Arithmetic, 

To be learned without a Master, 

2s. 
A new Edition, very much im- 
proved and enlarged, of 
THE EXPEDITIOUS 
INSTRUCTOR; 
Containing the Elements of 
1. Granmuur, and Punctua- 
tion. 

S. Directions for writing a 
free and expeditious bandywhich 
may be attained in a few days. 

3. Arithmetic, Geograpby« 
and As^fonomy. 

4. Forms of Bills of Parcelt 
and Receipts, Promissory Notes, 
and Bills of ExehaBge» 

5. Art of choosing and prfe* 
^rving Quills. 

6. Making Pens, Injc, Sealing 
Wax, &c. 

7. Various Specimens of Writ- 
ing, by the first Schoolmasters. 

S. Chronology, a Selection oi 
the best Epitaphs. 

9. Some well chosen Letter^ 
on various subjects. 

10. A list of fioolcs necessarj 
for Youth. 

With various other usefiil Tablet 
and Forms. 

THE 

Asiatic Annual Register; 

OR, 

A View of the History of Hin* 
dostay, and of the Politics, Com- 
merce, and Literature of Asia; 
volume the first for the year 

1799, and volume the second for 

1800, half-bound, red backs» 
lettered, each 1 4s. 

{^ The Asiatic AnnuaT Re- 
gister for 1801*2 is just publish- 
ed, and will be continued an- 
nually. 
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A BK)GRAPHICAL \ 

DICTIONARY 

OP 

Si3r Httudrod and Seventy-three 

CELEBRATED WOMEN, 

o* 

All Ages aiMi Countries. 

By matilda BETHAM 
Embellished with elegant por- 
traits from original drawings, 
engraved- by Hopwood, printed 
on fine yellow wove paper, large 
8vo. with proof impression?, price 
12s. Boards. 

Another edition in t2mo. price 
7s. boards. 

THE COMPLETE 

READY RECKONER, 

IN MINIATURE. 
B3F Thomas Coluns. 

-COKTAININC, 

Tables accurately east up, 
adapted to the Use of Wholesale 
and Retail Dealers. Exhibiting 
at oue View the Amount or Va- 
lue of »ny Number or Quantity 
of Goods or Merchandize, from 
•ne up to ten thousand^ at the 



TALES OF THE GENIf, 
2 Vols, with plates, 4s^ 

ZIMMERMAN'S 

REFLEOrrONS ^ 

ON 

MEN AND THINGS, 

In one 8Vo. Volume, 5s. Boards^ 

DAPHNIS ANDCHLOE, 

A Pastoral Novel, from the Greek 
of tongus, on fine paper, 4*. 
boards. 

THE 

SPIRIT 0* MASONRY^ 

In Moral and Elucidatory 

Lectures. 

BY Wm. HorcflWsoN, 

Master of the Barnard Castle 

Lodge of Concord, 8vo. 5«. ia 

boards^. 

THE 

Unparalfeled Sufferings- 

Op JOHN COUSTTTS, 
For refusing to divulge ^« 



various prices, from one Farthing seeretaof Freeaaasonry, plates* 
to one Pound ; together with va- . ^^ 
HuusTablei^ofliiten»t,Commis.j gj^jrjjgjj pQETRY, 

SEI(ECT80 

vx Sydney Meiimotii, Esq, 

Printed on fine yellow wove 
pajxjr, with a great number of 
small prints, finely engraved on. 
w^K 5s. boards. 



sion. Weights, Measures,. &c 
also of the last Stamp Duties ; 
printed remarkably small, on a 
new clear type, cast on pur- 
pose for the work. Is. 3d. 
bound. 

A SKETCH 

moder:^ VrAnce^ 

Iij a Series of Letters to a La- 
dy of Fashion, during a Tour 
through France. By a Lady. 
Edited by C. L. Moody, L. L.D. 
F Ri. S., 8vo. Xa^ boards. 



BEAUTIES 



OF 



BRITISH PROSE, 

As a Companion to the abo?e,5^ 
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VIEW OF LONDON, 

0%, 

Tlie Strangers Guide 

Through the British Metropo- 
lis. 

JUondon is by Taste an4' Wealth 

proclaimed. 
The fairest Capital of all the 

W«rld. 

Copper. 

'With a beaatifiil frontispiece, 
1 s. or with a new map of Loudon, 
•neatly coloured, Is. 6d. 

A TOPOGRAPHICAL 
nESCRIPTION 



Western Territory of Nortii 

America^ 

BY Gilbert Im LAY, 

A large volume, ,8vo. illustrated 

with maps, 9s. boards. 

TRAVELS, chiefly on FOOT, 
•through several Parts of Eng-. 
land) described in Letters to a 
•Friend. By Charkes P. Moarrz, 
A literary gentleman of Berlin. 
A2tBO, 3s. 6d. boards. 
MEMOIRS 

OP 

LADY DERBY^ 

(Late Miss Farrsn,) 
With an elegant engraved por- 
trait, 2s. 6d. 
A 

Journey .through Flanders, 

BRABANT AMD aERMANY, 

TO SWITZERLAND. 

3y C. Estb. 8vo. 68. boards. 



A HISTORY 

OP THE 

BOROUGHS 



GREAT BRITAIN, 

Together with the Cinque Ports, 
and the original Constitution of 
Parliaments. By T. H. B. Old- 
field. Second Edition, correc- 
ted and improved, three volumes, 
8vo. 11. Ic boards. 

The History of Parliaments may be 
had separate, in one vol. 7s. 

MEMOIRS 

<>P THX aiCOT HON. 

EDMUND BURKE; 

By Charles M'Cormick, L. L.B. 
1 vol. 4to. with an elegant 
engraved portrait, 15s. 

THE 

TRAVELLERS COMPANION 

IN A 

Tour through England and 
Wales; 

Containing a Catalogue of the 
Antiquities, Houses, Parks, Plan- 
^tioQff, and Prospects, arranged 
accordingtothealphabeticalorder 
of the seyeral Counties. By the 
laie Mr. Gray, Author of t^ 
, Elegy written in a Country 
Chuneh-yard. Neatly sewed in 
coloured paper, 3s. 

EVANS'S BELlEVlER's 
POCKET COMPANION, StiW^ 
•edin purple paper 3d. or 2s. 6d* 
per dozen. 

TRAVEIJSr 
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TRAVEIS 

m THE 

INTERIOR OF AFRICA, 
By the Way of the Cape </ 
Good Hope, in the years 17801, 
81, 82, 83, 84, 85, translated 
from the French of Le VaillanL 
Two volumes, Bvo. illustrated 
with copper-plates, 12s. boards. 

MACFARLAN's HISTORY 

OP TBS 

REIGN OP GEORGE IIL 
brought down to 1797« 4 vols. 8vo. 

HISTORY 

OF TUB 

CAMPAIGNS OP COUNT 
ALEXANDER SUW ARROW, 

With a sketch of his Private 
Life and Character. Translated 
from the German. Two vcdumes, 
6vo* with a portrait, lOs. boards. 

FREDERICK'S 

DESCRIPTION OP CORSICA, 

With an Account of its Union 
with Great Britain ) a Memorial 
presented to the National Assem- 
bly of France ; the Life of Gen. 
Paoli, and a map, 4s. 

A 
Thousand Notable Things 

ON VAEIOUS 

SUBJECTS, 

Disclosed from the Secrets of 
Nature and Arts; Is. 6d. sewed. 

A TOUR 

From Gibraltar to Morocco^ 
including a particular Account 
of the Royal Harem, &c. By 
William Lbupmbrb. Second 
Edition, with a Map of the Em- 
pire of Morocco; Cs. 



WANDERINer PATENTEE.; 

OR, 

History of the Yorkshire Thea- 
tres. By Tatb Wilkinson. la 

four volumes, 14s. 

THE 

BANK MIRROR; 

t>R, 

A Guide to the Fundi; in which 
is given a clear and full Expla* 
nation of the Process of buying 
and selUng Stock in the Bank of 
Ei^land, with various other Mat- 
ters. 3y CaAKLBs Halis, Esq. 
Is. 6d. 

HATTON's 
READY RECKONER; 

Containing, in a(|dition to the 
usual Tables, Directions for the 
Measureioent of Bricklayers, 
Carpenters, and. other Work, 
with a Variety of Particulars 
not in any other Publication of 
the like nature, 2s. 

NEW 

PICTURE OF LONDON 

FOR 1803—4, 

OR 

Guide through this immense 
Metropolis; 

Published by Teggand^Castle- 
man, with plates, and a Map of 
London, Ss. 6d. boards. 

THE 
SWORD-EXERCISE, 

And Movements for Cavalrry, 
to which is added, the New Ma- 
nual and Platoon, together with 
the Rifle and Pike Exercise^with 
Engravings, 3i. 

MAXIMS 
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MAXIMS 

AND 

MOKAL REFLECTIONS j 

A Kew Edition, dedicated to 
the Duchess of BeTonshifre : 
i28. 6d. 

WATTS'sPSALMS&HYMNS, 
24mo. printed by Brightly, of 
BuDgay, on a very large Type, 
and fine thin Paper. — ^N. B.This 
edition is the smallest book and 
largest letter ever printed, 3s. 6d, 

A SUPPLEMENT to Dr. 
WATTS's PSALMS &H YMNS, 
selected from various Authors. 
By the Rev. Geo. Burder. Price 
Is* or on fine paper^ Is. 64. 

%* Other editions on paper 
of different sizes and quality, to 
bind up with the various edi- 
tions of Watt6»s Psalnis and 
Hymns. 

The eighth edition, with con- 
siderable additions and improve- 
ments, embellished with eight 
portraits of eminent Divines, 
^engraved from original paint- 
ings, 3s. 6d. boards. 

Of EVANS'S SKETCH 
of the Denominations into whioh 
the world is divided. To which 
is prefixed, a short account of 
the Lives of the Founders^ and 
a Recapitulatory Table, shew- 
ing at one View the Origin and 
Opinions of the various sect6,the 
same on large paper 'Js, 

BERRIDGES* CHEARFUL 
PIETY, with a portrait, 66, 
stitched, or Is. bound. 

ROMAINE»sWORKS,a com- 
plete and elegant edition, with 
his Lif^. By the Rev. Mr. Ca* 
dogsn. And a portrait by Holr 
lowa^, in eight volumes, 8vo. 
S1.88. 



THE BEAUTIES of Dr. 
MOORE, selected from his mueh 
admired Writings, Moral, Phi- 
losophical, and Miscellaneous. 
To wliich is prefixed, a Life of 
the Author, with a portrait, the 
second edition, by the Rev. F. 
Prevost, and F. Blagdon, Esq. 
making one large volume, neatly 
printed on fine paper, 5s. 

OWEN on the DOCTRINE 
of JUSTIFICATION by FAITH 
abridged by the Rev. Geo. Bur- 
der, of Coventry. 3s, 

RULESand REGULATIONS 
for Preserving the Health of 
Seamen in Voyages to Hot Cli- 
mates. By Alexander Stewart, 
2s.. 6d. 

An ESSAY on the MANAGE- 
MENT, NURSING,- and DIS- 
EASES of CHILDREN, from 
the Birth, and on the Treatment 
and Diseases of Pregnant and - 

I Lying*m Women. By William 

t Moss, 8vo. 8s. boards. 

ESSAYS and OBSERVA- 
TIONS on SUBMERSION^ &p. 
By Charles Kite, 8vo. 5s, bds. 

An ESSAY on the ART Of 
RECOVERING PERSON^ 
APPARENTLY DROWNED. 
with Obsei*vations on the SignJ 
of Recovery, or Death. ^By C 
A, Struve, M. D. 12mo. 2s. sew 
ed, or 21s. per dozen, to give- 
away. 

MARRYAT's ARTof HEAL- 
. ING ; to which is added, a Glos- 
sary, 16th edition, 48. 

A FAMILIAR VIEW of the 
Domestic Education of Children, 
from the German of C. A. 
Struve, with Additions by Dr. 
WiLLicH, 8vo. 7s. in boards. 

Second 
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Second Edition^ eorrected, and re- 
duced in price to 4#» bounds 

The NEW SPEAKER; or 
English Class-Book. Consistiiig 
of Moral and Instractive Essays, 
^'ar^ative and Pathetic Pieces, 
Dialogues, Oratious and Ha- 
rangues, Epistles, Mi9cellaneoo8 
Pieces, and Select Poetical 
Pieces. To which is prefixed, 
a short Sysiem of Rlieturic, and 
an Essay on Delivery, ^iefly 
selected from Blair's Lectures, 
for the use of Schools; tlie se- 
cond edition, revised. 

GREGORY'S LEGACY to 
his DAUGHTERS, with six 
elegant Plates, drawn and en- 
graved by the Hopwoods, print- 
ed on fine Paper, the most beau- 
tiful Edition >ever published. 
Extra boards, 4s. 6d, or on the 
finest post paper, hot-pressed, 
with proof plates, Gs. 

DAY'S SANDFOJID AND 

MERTON, 3 vrls. i2mo. with 
Plate9» the only genuine and 
complete Edition published neat- 
ly bound, 10s. 6d. ditto abridged 
38. 6d. 

The PLEASING PRECEP- 
TOR, or Familiar Instructions 
in Natural History and Physi«8, 
adapted to the Capacities of 
Youth, and calculated equally 
to inform and amuse their Minds, 
during the Intervals of more dry 
and severe Study, intended for 
the Use of Schools, in 2 vols. 
12mo. illustrated with cuts, 6s. 



POEMS, now first coUecte<L 
including Salmagundi — Topsy 
Tmrvy — Bubble and SqueaJs — 
and Crambe Repitita, with cor- 
rections and original additions^ 
2 vOls- 8vo. handsomely printed 
on a fine wove paper, 12s. hoards* 
by George Huddersford, M. Ab- 
late Fellow of New College, 0»= 
ford. 

The WICCAMICAL CHAP- 
LET, a Selection of original 
Poetry ; comprising smaller Po- 
ems, Serious %nd Comic; Clas- 
sical Trifles, Sonnets, Inscrip- 
tions and Epitaphs, Sungs and 
Ballads> Mock Heroics, Epi- 
grams, Fragments, &c. fitc. 
Edited by Geo. Huddersford, 8vo. 
6s. boards. 

FABLES, by the Duke of 
Nivernois, translated into Eng- 
lish Verse, fine paper, 5s. 

The MUSEUM of WIT, being 
a choice Collection of Poetical 
Pieces, instructive and enter- 
taining. Is. stitched, or It, 6^ 
bound. 

BLAIR'S POETICAL 
WORKS, *wiih notes by Dr. 
Anderson, consisting of the 
Grave, a Poem, on the Memory 
of Law and Life af Blair, 9d. 

A NEW EDITION 

Very much improved, with the 
Life, of the Author, printed oo 
the finest wove Paper, of 



The LYRE; or. Vocal Mu- 
seum, containing the most ad- 
mired songs sung at the Thea^ 
tres, &c. 2 vols. 3s. 6d. each.- 



THE FABLES of FLORA, 
by Dr. Langhprne ; embellisbed 
with Harding's beautiful platoa. 
with tall-piece^ 5s. bgardt. 



Barnard and Sultzer, Printers, 
Water Lane, Fleet Street. 
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